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MUSICAL 
forecast 

Pa ul Tegel serenades 
_ Weather Channel 

Local musicien Paul Tegel is both inspired by and profits from the natural surroundings. 
Several of his songs have played on The Weather Channel's Local on the 8s. 

By Erin Crowell 

~ vetyt<tcn minutes, the Weather Channel 
airs its Local on the 8s, a detailed forecast that 
focuses on the expected local temperature 
and precipitation, among other weathery 
things. 

The segment is recognizable with in 
earshot because this forecast isn '1 read aloud r 
- instead, viewers are treated to a sample of · 
music with their condition predictions. And 
it just so happens, that music may ,be the ·· 
work of a Northern Michigan musician. · 

Paul Tegel of Elk Rapids is a regular 
contributor for Local on the 8s, where his crisp, 
acoustic guitar dances to the images of moving 
radar and seven-day forecast graphics. 

A NATIONAL AUDIENCE 
Wh ile only our area sees our local 

forecast, everyone across the country hears 
the same tune. 

Tegel's "Color Tour" - from his most 
recent album, The Thom Amidst the Roses 
- cycled regularly, and fittingly, on the 
channel's October playlist. The song has 
a "Rambling Man" quality that gives the 

i impression of cruising down the highway on 
~ a sunny fall afternoon. 
,._ Another song the channel picked up, 

"First Snowfall," is light and dreamy, eliciting 
images of fluffy flakes and crystallized 
streams of water. 

When it comes to pegging his music in a 
part icular genre, Tegel is stumped. 

' 1 "Acoustic maybe? Acoustic with an 'E' 
because I play through an amp," he thinks 

11- aloud. "I'd say the overall sound is acoustic 
\ guitar. Whatever it is, I hope it's considered 
f good music." 

It's probably safe to say it is, as many 
people have taken notice of his music since 
it fi rst aired on the Weather Channel a year 
and a half ago. 

"You don't get on~screen credit while the 
song plays, but if someone likes what they 
hear, they'll d ig," he explains. At weather. 
com, visi tors can review songs that have 
played on Local on the 8s recently and 
months past. 

He also likens his luck of getting 

noticed by the media giant to a natural 
phenomenon. 

" It 's kind of like the Bermuda Triangle," 
he says of submitting music. "It's out there 
and lost as far as you know." 

LOCAL INSPIRATION 
Tegel is a self-taught m usician, 

performing guitar and piano for the last 40-
some years. His music he writes by sound, 
taking sheet music completely out of the 
equation. 

· W hat he writes depends on life, he says. 
This process can happen in the span of one 
hour up to several months. 

It wasn't until 2006 that he released his 
first album, Water in This Desert, followed by 
his second in 2008 entitled Helicopter Rides, 
inspired by the Coast Guard helicopters that 
fly over East Grand Traverse Bay. It's "where 
he's called home the last40-plus years.with his 
wife, along with four boys - all of which are 
now grown and Jiving throughout the U.S. 

A nephew who was diagnosed with 
cystic fibros is provided the image for Tegel 's 
latest album. Jenny Thomas has provided the 
graphics for all his albums, while up to five 
fellow musicians have contributed to his 
songs- at various area recording studios
making Tegel a musician both inspired by 
and working with all that is local. 

Inside the Helicopter CD case is a map 
of Grand Traverse Bay - the artwork being 
part of a complete package for Tegel. 

"Music today has been compressed and 
digitized," he said. "Before, we would buy 
an LP and sit and read every word on the 
jacket. Music has changed dramatically and 
it 's sad." 

However, Tegel says change is inevitable, 
kind of like the Michigan weather. Despite 
whatever the forecast says - whether it's 
a threatening snowstoITD or stretch of wet 
showers on Fourth of July weekend -
Tegel's music, which may be described as 
crisp optimism, can bring a sunny outlook 
to any listener. 

Paul Tegel's music is available for 
purchase on iTunes and Amazon.com. 
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MUSICAL 
forecast 

PaulTegelserenades 
__weather Channel 

Local musician Paul Tegel is both inspired by and profits from the natural surroundings. 
Several of his songs have played on The Weather Channel's Local on the 8s. 

By Erin Crowell 

Every ten minutes, the Weather Channel 
airs its Local on the 8s, a detailed forecast that 
focuses on the expected local temperature 
and precipitation, among other weathery 
things. 

The segment is recognizable within 
earshot because this.forecast isn't read aloud 
- instead, viewers are treated to a sample of 
music with their condition predictions. And 
it just so happens, that music may be the 
work of a Northern Michigan musician. 

Paul Tegel of Elk Rapids is a regular 
contributor for Local on the 8s, where his crisp, 
acoustic guitar dances to the images of moving 
radar and seven-day foreca~t gqiphics. 

A NATIONAL AUDIENCE 
While only our area sees our local 

forecast, everyone across the country hears 
the same tune. 

Tegel's "Color Tour" - from his most 
recent album, The Thorn Amidst the Roses 
- cycled regularly, and fittingly, On the 
channel's October playlist. The song has 
a "Rambling Man" quality that gives the 
impression of cruising down the highway on 
a sunny fall afternoon. 

noticed by the media giant to a natural 
phenomenon. 

"It's kind of like the Bermuda Triangle," 
he says of submitting music. "It's out there 
and lost as far as you know." 

LOCAL INSPIRATION 
Tegel is a self-taught musician, 

performing guitar and piano for the last 40-
some years. His music he writes by sound, 
taking sheet music completely out of the 
equation. 

What he writes depends on life, he says. 
This process can happen in the span of one 
hour up to several months. 

It wasn't until 2006 that he released his 
first album, Water in This Desert, followed by 
his second in 2008 entitled Helicopter Rides, 
inspired by the Coast Guard helicopters 1hat 
fly over East Grand Trnverse Bay. It's where 
he's called home the last40-plus years with his -
wife, along with four boys - all of which are 
now grown and living throughout the U.S. 

A nephew who was diagnosed with 
cystic fibibsis provided the image forTegel's 
latest album. Jenny Thomas has provided the 
graphics for all his albums, while up to five 
fellow musicians have contributed to his 
songs- at various area recording studios
making Tegel a musician both inspired by 
and working with all that is local. 

Another song the channel picked up, 
"First Snowfall," is light and dreamy, eliciting 
images of flvff.v flakes and crystallized 
streams of wf 

Inside the Helicopter CD case is a map 
of Grand Traverse Bay - the artwork being 
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20 SEMPER PARATUS: ALWAYS READY 

by Larry Hansz w, ho are the men and women of the United States Coast Guard who 
are ready when we need someone sick 
or injured evacuated from Beaver 
Island? Who responds in the middle of 
the night, in bad weather, when no one 
else will come? 

AMT 2 Steven Taticek joined the 
National Guard in his hometown of 
Rantool, Illinois and right after 9/11 his 
unit was called to active duty. He was 
sent to Gennany where he remained 
fighting boredom. Upon returning to 
the states he searched for a service 
"with a mission" that fit him, and joined 
the Coast Guard. Steven now is a Flight 

Mechanic on MH-65C helicopter and 
has been at the Traverse City Air Station 
for three and one half years. A flight 
mech sits in the middle seat, handles the 
radio and GPS, acts as another set of 
eyes for the pilots, and operates the 
hoist. When operating the hoist he 
verbally "cons" the aircraft as the pilots 
cannot see the swimmer or basket so the 
mech gives them instructions: "right 20 
feet'', "down IO feet", "hold." Taticek recalled one memorable 

flight. "I believe it was winter 2007 in 
Kodiak,Alaska. l was on the ready crew 
that day and was flying as Flight 
Mechanic on training flight. We 
received a call to RTB [Return to Base] , 

hot refuel, pick up our swimmer AST2 
Luke Cotturone [an RS in TC now], and 
start making our way to a vessel which 
had run aground. We arrived and 
assessed the situation. Luke and I had a 
plan of attack almost immediately. The 
vessel was in no immediate danger but 
the crew on board had already put on 
their survival suits. The temperature 
outside was absolutely freezing. The 
entire deck and rails of the boat had a 
layer of ice. The vessel was listing 
partially on its side. I lowered PO 
Cotturone down direct to the boat and it 
was a perfect delivery, but due to the list 
and ice we opted to abort the hoist. After 
recovering the swimmer we reassessed 
the situation and decided since they 

were in survival suits to put them in the 
water and recover each by basket. The 
swimmer was lowered to the water and 
one by one we put a survivor in the 
water and in the basket. The first survivor came up with a 

load of water in his gumby suit [sur
vival suit]. Water began to freeze to the 
deck of the aircraft making a very 
slippery surface for me to manage the 
hoist. Also, with being wet and the 
freezing temps my fingers became 
numb and I lost dexterity in my hands. I 
had to continue hoisting with just the 
use of my palms and anns. I recovered 
survivors 2 and 3 and then our swim
mer. This wasn't memorable because it 

was a ' save of the century,' or anything 
of that nature. It was actually just 
considered 'lives assisted,' but it was 
memorable because of the cold temper
ature, ice on the aircraft deck, and hands 
numb. No one even considered quitting. 
There was an overwhelming feeling of 
achievement, even though it was 
standard operating procedure for that 
area." This certainly is a humble 
account of"just another day at work." AST2 Luke Cotturone, the Rescue 

Swimmer mentioned above, is also now 
stationed in Traverse City. His hometown is Suffolk, Virginia; 

he and his wife Nancy who is from 
Poughkeepsie, New York have two 

children. Luke originally considered 
the Marine Corps but joined the USCG 
instead. After basic training he spent 
three and one half years on the USCG 
Tampa a 270' high endurance cutter 
based on the east coast. Seagoing life 
focused his desire to become a CG 
aviator, one of the "lite" Rescue 
Swimmers. 

Aviation Survival Techs are cur
rently getting a lot of TV coverage on 
the Weather Channel's Coast Guard 
Alaska show. The sixteen-week training 
on the show is only the "prep school" 
which one must pass to attend the actual 
AST School. Seventy-two percent of 
candidates accepted for AST training 
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PART TWO 
do not make the grade, which for physi
cal training is equal to or higher than 
that of the Navy Seals. When the eigh
teen-week physical and flight aspect 
training is successfully completed in 
Elizabeth City, North Carolina the can
didate goes to Petaluma, California for 
EMT training. Upon graduation a new 
AMT receives orders to one of twenty
four USCG Air Stations and is fully 
ready to stand Rescue Swimmer duty. LTJG Matthew Kruger is from 

Waterboro, Maine. His father was in the 
Air Force and he had an older brother 
who was a pilot in the Coast Guard. 
Matt knew from high school days that 
he was going to join the Coast Guard. 

He applied to the CG Academy in New 
London, Connecticut but was not 
immediately accepted, however, they 
sent him to the U. S. Naval Academy 
Prep School in Newport, Rhode Island. 
After excelling there he was accepted 
into the sophomore year of the Coast 
Guard Academy where be majored in 
government studies. The Academy 
offers eight degree options: electrical 
engineering, mechanical engineering, 
civil engineering, naval architecture, 
government, management, environ
mental science, and operations 
research. Matt also played football and 
hockey. 

At graduation from the Academy 
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Matt received orders to Naval Air 
Station Pensacola, Florida for flight 
school, where Navy, Marine, Coast 
Guard, and some Air Force aviators 
train. Coast Guard pilots get the same 
training as the Navy and Marines 
except for carrier landings. Basic flight 
skills are honed in a T-34 two seat fixed 
wing trainer. After six months a 
successful candidate moves to 
advanced fixed wing training or 
advanced helicopter training. Matt 
chose helicopters as he says "helos are 
where the work gets done." Between 
eighteen and twenty-one months are 
required to complete all training 
modules. 

Matt 's orders following graduation 

at Pensacola were to report to USCG 
Air Station Traverse City. He loves 
being stationed in Traverse City but 
looks forward to flying in Alaska or the 
northern coast of the U.S. He plans to 
be married February 25 to Carlie 
Braswell, who is a Pensacola native. 
She will be pursuing a masters degree 
from Western Michigan University 
extension in Traverse City. 

LTJG Kevin Garcia has been in the 
USCG since 1999. He is a 2003 
graduate of the Coast Guard Academy 
with a degree in Mechanical 
Engineering. 

Kevin's first orders were to 

21 
Cheboygan, Michigan and the Coast 
Guard Cutter Mackinac (the original 
Mackinac) as an "Engineering Officer 
in Training." He was on the Mackinac 
from June 2003 until May 2005, when 
he got orders to report to Pensacola for 
flight training. At graduation he 
received orders for Traverse City. 

Kevin and his wife Christine went 
to the same high school in Mount 
Laurel, New Jersey. They have a two 

and one-half year old daughter. 
Christine received a masters degree 
from Grand Valley State University 
extension in Traverse City. Both love 
outdoor activities such as mountain 
biking and camping. When asked ifhe 
was going to stay m the CG, he 

emphatically said "Absolutely! If they 
let me fly, I'll stay in forever! " 

Although only four men have been 
profiled in this article, Air Station 
Traverse City has an active duty staff of 
about 150 men and women, which 
includes 28 pilots and 60 aircrew. Also, 
many are non-aviators such as cooks 
(FS), health services technicians (HS), 
a doctor, a dentist, storekeepers (SK), 
yeomen (YN; handle administration), 
operations specialists (OS), and several 
non-rates directly out of basic training. 
They are Semper Paratus: Always 
Ready. Ready to help those in need. 

\ 
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DEAR COAST GUARD, 
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THANK YOU FOR 
LETTING ME FEEL THE 
HELICOPTER. I DID 
NOT WANT TO GET 
INSIDE. I WATCHED 
JULIAN GO IN THE 
BASKET. DO YOU LIKE 
THE FANCY PAPER? 
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DEAR COAefT GUARD, 

THANK YOU FOR LETTING 

US VISIT. I LIKE GETTING IN 

THE HELICOPTER. THANK 

YOU FOR THE RIDE IN THE 

BASKET.~ 
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TC Coast Guard station 
gets new commander 

BY MICHAEL WALTON 
mwalton@record-eagle.com 
Traverse CJty RecQrd-Eagle 

TRAVERSE CITY-Coast Guard Cmdr. 
Joseph Buzzella Jr. described a symbiotic 
relationship between his guardsmen and 
the greater Traverse City community as 
he prepared to surrender the command he 
has held since 2011. 

"Without the support and service this 
community overwhelmingly provides. this 
air station would not be able to maintain 
the highest level of readiness, and we are 
ready,'' Buzzella said. "We are ready for 
the call." 

The "coasties" of the U.S. Coast Guard's 
Traverse City Air Station, in turn, don't 
hesitate to help the citizens of the Great 
Lakes when they are in distress on the 
water and need help most, Buzzella said. 

Buzzella delivered his words during an 
emotional change of command ceremony 
Friday morning. Hundreds of citizens, 
veterans, community leaders and 
politicians filled a hanger on the air base 
and watched Coast Guard Cmdr. Sean 
Cross relieve Buzzella of his duties. 

l 

Record-Eagle/Jan
Michael Stump U.S. 
Coast Guard Air Station 
Traverse City personnel 
stand inside the hangar 
as Commander Sean 
Cross relieved 
Commander Joseph 
Buzzel!a, Jr. during 
Friday's Change of 
Command at Cross is 
arriving from Air Station 
Elizabeth City, NC, 
where he was executive 
officer. Buzzella witl 
attend the National War 
College, where he will 
study national security 
strategy after his two 
years of service in 
Traverse City. 

Record-Eagle/Jan
Michael Stump Rear 
Admiral Michael Parks, 
center, oversees the 
Change of Command 
between Commander 
Joseph Buzzella, Jr., 
left, and Commander 
Sean Cross during 
Friday's ceremony at 
U.S. Coast Guard Air 
Station Traverse City. 
Cross is arriving from Air 
Station Elizabeth City, 
NC, where he was 
executive officer. 
Buzzella will attend the 
National War College, 
where he will study 
national security 
strategy after his two 
years of service in 
Traverse City. 

Buzzella, fighting back tears, thanked countless fellow officers, the station's enlisted personnel, 

community members and his own family. 

He highlighted many of the base's accomplishments during his two-year tenure, including a 

daring rescue last year of two 14-year-old girls stranded in SO-degree water off the coast of 

Illinois who were plucked from the water with only minutes to live. Buzzella also talked about 

how personal encounters with Traverse City residents changed his own life for the better. 

"I had no idea how much living here would change me,'' he said. 

Buzzella, after sharing his thank yous and reflections, turned to Cross. The two officers 

formally changed command while standing in front of an immense American flag, two 

helicopters and the station's Falcon jet airplane. 

Cross undertined his own brief comments with a quote from Abraham Lincoln's Gettysburg 

Address. 

"The world will little note nor long remember what we say here, but it will never forget what 

they did here," Cross said. 

Similarly, few people will remember the words exchanged during the change of guard 

ceremony, but every man, woman and child who is saved from peril by members of the Coast 

Guard will long remember that moment, Cross said. 

Cross graduated from the Coast Guard Academy in 1994 with a degree in Naval Architecture 

and Marine Engineering. Starting in 2010 he served as executive officer at Air Station 

Elizabeth City, in North Carolina. 

Buzella plans to attend Washington D.C.'s National War College, where he will spend a year 

studying national security strategies. 

After the ceremony, Buzella said he and his wife recently purchased a home on Traverse 

City's East Bay. He said his family will return here every year. 

"You can count on it,'' Buzzella said. 

Air Station Traverse City was first commissioned in 1946. Since then it has grown to house 24 

officers, two warrant officers, one public health service officer and 105 enlisted personnel. 
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Foru1n: Serving 
Traverse City was a 
pleasure 

By Commander Joe Buzzella 
Tr,!vers!! City Record-Eagle 

It has been my greatest pleasure to serve 
as your Coast Guard Air Station 
Commander for the past two years. I 
looked back on my time here and came to 
the realization that although there are 

' 

Commander Joe 
Buzzella 

many wonderful years ahead for my family and myself in the Coast Guard, nothing will top our 

experience living in this great Coast Guard City. 

I leave this command assignment with no regrets - and that is a good place for an outgoing 

Commanding Officer to be. Every day in command, I wanted the Air Station leadership to 

ensure three things: that we were providing the Guardians which Great Lakes deserve; that we 

were having a lasting positive impact on the lives of our personnel and their families; and that 

our Air Station was making a difference in the Traverse City community. I felt that a day 

without having an impact on another person's life or somewhere in the community was a day 

wasted. 

Words can't express the respect and passion that I have for the Coast Guard men and women 

of Air Station Traverse City. In my 27 years of service, I have never seen a group of Coasties 

that have demonstrated, every day, such a great sense of purpose, unending dedication, and 

genuine pride in saving lives, protecting the Homeland and serving their community. They are 

an elite courageous group that is ready for the call and will never let the citizens of the Great 

Lakes nor our nation down - I can assure you. Worldwide and here locally, I have watched 

them face down danger; work tirelessly through holidays, weekends and nights; risk their lives 

to save a life; chase down drug runners; battle hurricanes; stop the illegal flow of migrants: 

brave the harshest of weather; respond to catastrophic flooding. I have seen them laugh and 

cry but most moving to me is the way they care for each other. 

When it came to ensuring that the Coast Guard families were getting the support they needed, 

the community of Traverse City came to my rescue. 

The Air Station could not maintain the levels of response and readiness that we provide the 

Great Lakes without the overwhelming support and services provided by the Traverse City 

community- it would be impossible. Each day this wonderful community, through action, 

Forum : Serving Traverse City was a pleasure» Archive: Friday» Traverse City Record-E... Page 2 of2 

defines the meaning behind the "Coast Guard City" title bestowed upon it by our U.S. 
Congress in 2010. 

I often say that Traverse City is a place out of a storybook. I have never experienced a 

community that displays such "off lhe chart" levels of pride, patriotism and charity. 1 see no 

better place to retire than with my family on East Bay, watching the helicopters I once flew, fly 

over my home, a place where those helicopters are woven into the fabric which makes 
Traverse City the greatest place to live. 

Until we meet again, thank you, God bless America and God bless Coast Guard City Traverse 
City. 

Semper Paratus - Always Ready! 

About the author: Commander Joe Buzzella served two years, from May of 2011 to June of 

th1s_year, as_ Commanding Officer of Coast Guard Air Station Traverse City. His next 

assignment Is with the Naval War College in Washington D.C. 

About the forum: The forum is a periodic column of opinion written by Record-Eagle readers in 

their areas of expertise. Submissions of 500 words or less may be made by emailing 

letters@record-eagle.com. Please include biographical information and a photo. 
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TRIBUTES 

Sept. 11 
• ceremonies 

mark 12 
• years smce 

attacks 
'Moments that 
made you proud to 
be an American' 

11\ovemyhe
,no 

BY MATT TROUTMAN 
mtroutman@record-eagle.com 

TRAVERSE CITY - Artifacts 
from the World Trade Center 
stood as centerpieces in local 
Sept. 11 memorial ceremonies. 

Record-Eagle photos/Jan-Michael Stump 

Wednesday's 9/11 Memorial Ceremony at the 9/11 Memorial Park behind the Grand 
Traverse Metro Fire Department Fire Administration Building on Parsons Road. 

Grand Traverse Metro Fire 
Department Chief Pat Parker 
said a 3,300-pound steel beam 
from the North World Trade 
Center Tower that now sits in 
the Grand Traverse 9/11 Memo
rial Park is more than just a 
reminder that 343 firefighters 
died in the terror attack. 

"It's not a fire department 
memorial. It's actually the com
munity's," he said. 

About 100 members of public 
on Wednesday gathered in the 
park for a ceremony marking 
the 12th year since the attack. 
Parker said the ceremony in
cluded a flag raising, a speech 
by U.S. Coast Guard Command
er Sean Cross and a bell ringing 
for the fallen firefighters. 

Local Boy Scouts stood under 
the American flag before and 

SEE 9/11 PAGE 2A 

■ OnSept.11,2013, 12years 
after the 2001 attacks, the 
nation pauses. Page 6A 

0 

Left, Grand Traverse Metro Assistant Fire Chief Terry Flynn listens to "The Star 
Spangled Banner'' sung by Alicia Landrum during Wednesday's 9/11 Memorial 
Ceremony in the 9/11 Memorial Park. Right, U.S. Coast Guard Air Station Traverse 
City Commander Sean Cross talks about his own experience on 9/11' at Wednesday's 
ceremony. 
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July 5, 2013 - BRCS-NCF Downtown River Section Cleanup 

23 people from the USCG and TAPC came to work at the BRCS-NCF event. 

That's one ha . .. 
PPY nver cleaner. 

l i I CoQT>tie 

' -

The USCG Air Station crew always finds more trash than anyone else. Many Thanks to the 
men and women (and kids) of the Coast Guard for what they do for our country and our 

community. 
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Thursday, October 17, 2013 

RESCUE 

'Loyal' man 
and his dog 
found alive 
Alzheimer's patient 
missing overnight 
in Benzie County 
BY MATT TROUTMAN 
rntroutman@record-eagle.com 

HONOR -A.J. Zirkel feared 
the worst. 

The Homestead Fire Depart
ment assistant 
chief was one 
of about 100 
volunteers 
on Wednes
day tramping 
through the 
Benzie County 
back country 
on a search for 
Loyal Fred
erick, 83 - an 
Alzheimer's 
patient who 

Frederick 

THURSDAY 

A search 
party looks 
Wednesday 
for a man, 
83, who 
went missing 
Tuesday. He 
was found 
about 1 p.m. 
Wednesday. 

75 CENTS DAILY/11.75 SUNDAY 

LAW 

Question about 
open meetings 
handcuffs the 
search for chief 
City of Frankfort 
takes another look 
at selection process 
BY MICHAEL WALTON 
rnwalton@record-eagle.com 

\ 

TRAVERSE CITY - The city of 
Frankfort remains without a top 
cop for now. 

The city council's personnel 
committee was expected to rec
ommend one of four police chief 
candidate finalists to the full city 
board during a meeting Tuesday. 
But officials held back on the 
recommendation after a Record
Eagle article examined whether 
closed-door interviews of several 
cand!dates violated stat~ open 
meetings laws. 

Frankfort Mayor Robert John
son, a member of the personnel 
committee that conducted the 
closed-door interviews, declined 
comment on the decision to with
hold the recommendation. 

\ 

went for a walk the day before 
aqp never returned. 

"Prederick likely spent Tues-
day night outside, in the cold 
and rain, with only jeans and 
a hunter orange sweatshirt 
for warmth and h is loyal coon 
hound, Suzzie, for company. 
Chances for a happy outcome 
seemed all but lost Wednes
day afternoon until Zirkel 
spied hunter orange in the 
distance. 

Record-Eagle photos/Kerth King 

Members of a search group walk East from Pioneer Road on Wednesday as they look for Loyal 
Frederick, 83, of Homestead Township after the .man went missing Tuesday. 

"I have no comment at this 
time," he said. "We're waiting to 
hear from our lawyer in regards to 
your first article." 

Michigan's Open Meetings Act 
allows public bodies to review 
employee applications in pri
vate, if so requested by an ap
plicant. However, all interviews 
by a public body for employment 
or appointment to a public office 
must be held during open public 
meetings . 

"Sure enough, it was Loyal 
(lying) down with his dog by 
his side," Zirkel said . "As 
soon as I got there and said 
his name, he said, 'Yes ."' 

One dog he went walking with 
returned home; the other was found 

at his side In the woods. 

The rescue ended a mas
sive two-day search after his 
fami ly reported him missing 
Tuesday at 4:30 p.m. Sheriff's 
deputies from Benzie, Leela
nau and Manistee counties, 
local firefighters, state troop-

ers, a U.S. Coast Guard heli
copter and scores of civilian 
volunteers made a grid search 
through a six-mile square 
area around Frederick's State 
Road home by foot, all-terrain 
vehicle and air. 

Rescue training 

Record-Eagle/Jan-Michael Stump 

Above, AST3 Derek Johnson pulls AMT3 Cass 
Ontiveros back to the beach at Bryant Park 
during a U.S. Coast Guard Air Station Traverse 
City survival and rescue training session in 
West Grand Traverse Bay on Wednesday 
morning. Left, crew members practice survival 
and rescue techniques. 

Frederick disappeared 
while embarking on a daily 
walk with his two dogs, Suzzie 
and Tucker. Frederick's wife, 
Joan, grew concerned when 
only Tucker returned; Suzzie, 
more loyal to her owner, was 
also missing. 

"Suzzie is his best friend . 
We're thinking she stayed 
with him," said Frederick's 

Robin Luce Herrmann, a state 
media lawyer and general counsel 
to the Michigan Press Association, 
said the closed-session interviews 
violated that provision of the 

SEE LOYAL PAGE 2A SEE LAW PAGE 2A 

Wednesday, March 5, 2014 

PUBLIC A RT 

Helicopter 
statue 
grounded 
Group may look 
at other locations 
for an installation 
BY BRIAN McGILLIVARV 
brncgillivary@record-eagle.com 

TRAVERSE CITY - A group 
charged with trumpeting Tra
verse City's designation as a 
Coast Guard City will ground 
their proposal to erect a 20-foot
tall statue of a helicopter at a 
downtown entrance. 

Members ofthe Coast Guard 
City Committee received a luke
warm response from the city's 
parks and recreation commis
sioners who questioned the lo
cation, design, and scale ofthe 
project when they reviewed it in 
February. The project remains 
on the agenda when parks 
commissioners meet today at 
6:30 p.m. in the Governmental 
Center, but committee members 
won't seek project approval, 
City Manager Jered Ottenwess 
said. 

"They would like parks and 
rec to form a committee with 
the,Coast Guard committee 
to look at other locations and 
appropriate design and scale 
for the statue," said Ottenwess, 
a member of the Coast Guard 
committee . "It appears the de
sign needs some modifications 
... but most important was loca
tion. The Coast Guard commit
tee hasn't thoroughly looked at 
every possible location." 

Committee members proposed 
to erect the statue on park land 

STATUE 
Group may 
look at other 
locations, scales 
FROM PAGE 1A 

in the center of the wye 
created by the inter
section of Grandview 
Parkway and East Front 
Street. 

City staff failed to in
form Coast Guard com-

mittee members until just 
days before they made 
their presentation to the 
Parks and Recreation 
Commission in Febru-
ary that the city had a 
policy for the placement 
of public art. The policy 
required consideration of 
several different locations 
and the early involvement 
of the Parks and Recre
ation Commission. 

The proposed $30,000 
brushed stainless steel 
outline of a helicopter 
would be purchased 
through private donations. 
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Career Day 

CHIEF YEOMAN Christine 
Rousseau observes Jodi 
Williams, a Coast Guard ~via
tion tech/rescue swimmer, nght, 
during the Zonia of Leelanau 
County's Career Exploration 
Day last Thursday. The Coast 
Guard representatives were 
among nearly two dozen spe~k
ers and 85 middle school girls 
at the CenterPoint Conference 
Center in Greilickville for the 
20th annual career day. 

AT THE 

IN YOUR BACKYARD 

"Top Golf Resorts 
In The World" 

- Condi- Nast Traveler 

Thursday, May 15, 2014 • Vol. 11 No. 42 • Copyright 2014 $1 .00 ANTRIM COUNTY'S NEVVSPAPER 

Photo courtesy of Sue Mills Fourth and fifth graders from John R. Rodger Elementary In Bellaire (above with Coast Guard Lt. Okom and fourth grade teacher Sue MIiis), recently vlslted the Traverse City Coast Guard Air Station, where they not only were able to get a close look at one of the big red helicopters they often see flying overhead, but talk to pilots and rescue swimmers, learn about being safe on the waterways, and how the Coast Guard men and women train and prepare for any emergency. 

RecOfd-Eagle photos/Keith King 
Top: Cars are released 
from the starting line 
during the President 
Ford Council of the Boy 
Scouts of America Cub 
Scout Regional Pinewood 
Derby at the United 
States Coast Guard 
Air Station Traverse 
City hangar. Above: 
Cub Scouts and other 
spectators look on. Left: 
Pinewood derby cars are 
arranged prior to being 
raced • 

- ----------



COAST GUARD 

Second 
emergency 
landing for 
helicopter 
BY SARAH ELMS 
selms@record~eagle.com 

TRAVERSE CITY - The same 
U.S. Coast Guard MH-65C "Dol
phin" helicopter that was forced 
to make an emergency landing 
in a field in Gratiot County, 
Mich., in January had to make 
a second emergency landing 

SEE USCG PAGE 2A 

Photo courtesy Richard Purinton 

Mechanical crews dismantle rotors on Monday while they prepare 
the U.S. Coast Guard helicopter for transport back to Traverse 
City. 

TRAVERSE CITY RECORD-EAGLE Tuesday, March 4, 2014 

USCG 
2nd emergency 
landing for 
helicopter 
FROM PAGE 1A 

Sunday morning. 
A four-man crew on its 

way from the Traverse 
City air station to Ash
land, Wis ., for a search 
and rescue call made 
an emergency landing 
on Wisconsin's Wash
ington Island at around 
8 a.m. Sunday because 
of problems with the 
helicopter's controls. 
No one was injured. 

The aircraft was fly
ing at about 300 feet 
and approaching the 
island when the control 
issues started, Lt. Caleb 
Peacock said. 

"At that point they 
had to make a deci
sion because they were 
having control diffi
culty with the aircraft. 
There was an airport 
inland, but the aircraft 
commander decided it 
wasn't feasible to pro
ceed," Peacock said·. 

The crew landed safe
ly on the snow-covered 
beach, and a couple 
who lives on the island 
took them in until help 
arrived . The Traverse 
City air station sent a 
second helicopter to 
the island to pick up 
the crew and drop me
chanics off at the site . 

The helicopter will 
need to be lifted by 
crane onto a semi-trail
er and brought back to 

Traverse City for more 
mechanical inspections 
before the Coast Guard 
will be able to figure 
out exactly what went 
wrong, Peacock said. 

The aircraft had simi
lar inspections done af
ter the emergency land
ing in January, Peacock 
added. It also recently 
passed a control ability 
test. 

Semi-retired CEO of 
the Washington Island 
Ferry Line Richard 
Purinton, who also runs 
the news and opinion 
blog Ferry Cabin News, 
spent some time with 
the Traverse City crew 
while they waited for 
the second crew to ar- J 

rive. 
"They were not will

ing to speculate about 
what happened, but 
they did say it's an old
er aircraft. That's not 
to say it isn't a good
functioning aircraft," 
he said. 

Purinton said news 
spread fast on the 
island of about 700 
residents. He wanted 
to talk to the crew for 
his blog as soon as he 
heard about the emer
gency landing. 

The Coast Guard fre 
quently flies oyer the 
island and occasionally 
picks up medical trans
ports from area hospi
tals, so the helicopters 
are a familiar sight, he 
said. 

"They were very 
professional. I have to 
think they had some 
tense moments up 
there. They were still 
a ways out from the is
land," Purinton said. 

Holiday Greetings! 

OnNoTimtberlO", 
we had a lesl!IOn 
about ghing thanks 
and made these 
tnrkeys flrom our 
handprint.s. 

We lll"C 'fCl"Jthaoldbl 
fur you and 111°C 

8CDding them your 
way to say that we 
hope God blelilieli 
yourda,! 

From the K -1 grade 
classes ofWest Side 
Commwdt,yChureh 
in Tnvene Cit,,, MI. 
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DON 
JULIN & 
BILLY 
STRINGS 

ON THE PATIO 
6:30-8:30 

FRESH BBQ 
AND JAMBALAYA 
5-8:30PM 
In the VIiiage at 
&rand Traverse Commons 

B06 Red Dr, JC 
231.995.05DO 
leftfoolJ:harle!ftom 
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at Turtle Creek Casino I Now - August 27 

•ieiiiij 
EVERY WEDNESDAY 

SWIPE AND WIN 
UJ! to 60 Turtle Tumbler Tickets 

New club sign-ups receive bonus tickets 

111111 II in total cash prizes 

~ _j'.,r,t ,8 .!:>SJ.,! ()' ,Tl)J,! >J.Jd C) ~::J,!;J '\, i· , . . . ,, j.,. ·, ... - ,. ,. > 

Sweet & Sour Chicken or Szechuan Pork ' 

j Served over fried rice & includes Fortune Cookie _,,,,,,, 

Red Lotus Cocktail or Singapore Sling $7 Each 

. . 
. . 

Sy Patrick Sullivan 

Orange, usually the color of caution, is 

the color of comfort for those who enjoy 

Northern Michigan ski,~s and inland seas. 

Patrolling lakes Michigan, Superior, and 

Huron, U.S. Coast Guard pilots - or "Coas

ties" - fly their orange rescue helicopters 

'round the clock, year-round. 

A familiar sight since 1946, Traverse 

.:-_._ City's orange angels are- as much a part of the 

area as cherries, dunes, and the crystaline 

waters they protect. 
The Coast Guard s tory goes much deep

er - and wider - than its coastline helicopter 

patrol, however. 

A DEEP HISTORY 
As home for one of the ninth district 's 

air stations, Traverse City is also one of two 

Coast Guard cities in Michigan, and one of 

16 nationwide. 
The airbase itself dates to 1941, when 

two aircraft carriers sailed Lake Mich igan. 

The Navy used the base during World War 

II so that pilots could practice difficult land

ings. 
After 1945, the Navy left and the next 

year the Coast Guard - itself established by 

- - the U.S. Government in 1915 - moved in. 

At first, a singleJ' !ane flew from the base; 

the patrol expande to Albatross sea planes. 

Eventually those gave way to helicopters. 

Now, the aircraft fly out of a 50,000-sq.-ft. 

hangar that was constructed in 1980. 

Of the base's 26 officers, 24 are pilots. Of 

the 106 enlisted personnel, 65 are "aircraft 

types:' the people who maintain and make 

up the crew of a helicopter, said Sean Cross, 

commander of the ·us Coast Guard Air 

Station Traverse City. 
There are five Dolphin helicopters as

signed to Traverse City, a fleet that's in the 

process of being upgraded. Each of the Dol

phins come with an $8 million pricetag. 

The helicopters fly with a crew of four 

people: the pilot, the co-pilot, a flight me

chanic and a rescue swimmer. 

By law, the Coast Guard has 11 missions, 

which range from coastal security, drug inter

diction, aids to navigation, ice operations, and 

perhaps its most visible, search and rescue. 

SEARCH AND RESCUE 
The Coast Guard's reputation as depend

able is wel!-deserved. Several search-and

rescue missions have kept scores of sailors 

and pilots from perishing. 

In 1961 , H-19 helicopters assisted in 

the evacuation of the crew of the Francisco 

Morazan, an operation that lasted four days 

in continuous gale conditions. 

Crews also rescued 25 survivors of the 

collision between the Cedarville and the 

Topdalsfj ord in 1965, and 19 survivors 

from the fire aboard the Canadian freighter 

Cartiercliffe Hall in 1979. 

In July 1987, a sudden storm produced 

winds nearing 100 mph, resulting in . 32 

separate missions. Following another violent • 

storm in September 1988, nine distress calls 

22 • June 23, 201 4 • Northern Express Weekly 
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were received within two minutes. Rescue 

efforts resulted in saving two persons cling

ing to a capsized sailboat in Lake Michigan. 

In Novembei- of the same year, an HH-

3F flying at night successfully located a 

downed aircraft near Marquette, Mich. in a 

thick, fog-covered forest. All six aboard the 

plane survived the ordeal. 

DEADLY CLOUDS AND OTHER HAZARDS 
Of all things - 100 m.p.h . gales, 40-ft . 

swells, and onboard fires included - winter

time clouds are the biggest challenge faced 

by crews out ofTr_averse City. 

"Our aircraffdoesn't have any ability to 

go into the clouds during the winter - we 

will ice up;' said Cross. 
"!bat meansi· crews either have to find 

clear air or fly under the clouds. 

The challenge of operating out of Tra

verse City any~time ' of the year is com 

pounded by the territory the station is 

supposed to cover, Cross said . It includes 

Lake Michigan, Lake Superior, and the 

upper half of Lake Huron . 

The geography of the region poses spe

cial problems for the rescue crews because 

they often must travel across !and. There is 

much less to worry about when flying a heli

copter over water. 
"Most Coast Guard air stations, you take 

off from the runway and you're over water at 

the ocean and you don't really have to worry 

about things like towers and other obstruc

tions and hazards to fHght," Cross said. "Up 

here, we do." 

' 
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• 
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GUARD 

Take a recent call to a downed aircraft 

near Duluth, Minn. The flight crew spent 

most of the 305-mile, three-hour trip flying 

over the Upper Peninsula. 
"Seventy percent of t hat transit is over 

land, over rising terrain;' he said. "Even 

going to Lake Huron, or port ions of Lake 

Michigan, we're trying to get back over 

the water." 

'MIDDLE OF JANUARY IN A STORM' 
Traveling across all of that land when 

you can't go into the clouds in the winter 

means you have to get creative. 

That's why Northern Michigan residents 

are accustomed to seeing the orange Coast 

Guard aircraft flying the same routes over 

Grand Traverse Bay or along road corridors 

like M-72 in Leelanau County. 

"As we're flying west, we've got some road 

systems that we follow to get back out to the 

beach," Cross said. "Up north, we're obvious

ly going to get out over the bay ... A cou~le 

of places along the Upper Peninsula weve 

got some railroad tracks and things that we 

kind of follow'.' 
It's important that the pilots know those 

routes cold, Cross said. 
"We run those routes throughout the 

year and throughout the summer to make 

sure we're familiar with them, familiar with 

where the obstacles are, and things like that;' 

he said. "It's so when we have to do it in the 

middle of the night, in the middle of January 

in a snowstorm, that we know what we're do

ing and where we're going:• 
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566 W. Long Lake Rd. 

Traverse City, MI 
Office 231.943.3234 

Acreage Parcels. 

Are you moving to the Traverse 

City area and looking for a new 

home? DownsiziAg and need to 

know what homes would suit 

your needs? 

Choose Anne Begg to represent 

YOU as a Buyer's Agent. 

Get yourself a teammate! 

Buyers advocate since 2001 with extensive background 

in waterfront investments and long service to the title 

industry. 
Anne Begg, Realtor 

cell 231,883.9089 annebegg1952@gmail.com 

www.hearthstonetraversecity.com 

Dramatic home sites. 

Energy efficient spec houses. 

Come visit Florey's Ranch! Off Youker Rd. 

in southwestern Grand Traverse County. 

A short drive from Interlachen c€nter for the Arts. 

For more info call Howard Vogel Broker/Listing Agent 

Hearth Stone Land and Homes 

Cell 231,632.0777 hvogel8876@charter.net 

• 

T 

• 

f 

EVERYONE WELCOME 

- ---- - - ---------

·' 
Beach Inspired, Handcrafted .. 

Petoskey Stone Je")(elry 

r~ 
-~ 1111p~ ~ 

'1'1"'1,;8h' - .: , _ ·cv,\l1"s"'' 
~ ¥~ . .-..,,~-~ 

30 l E. Lake Street - lliwntown Petoskey 

23 1-341-2603 - 1-866-746 -7837 

www.GrandpaShorter~.com 

Great golf is just the beginning. 
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TAKING CHARGE: 
COMMANDER SEAN CROSS AT THE HELM 

Like everyone 
who comes to Tra
verse City to com

~• mand the Coast 

Guard air station, 
Cdr. Sean Cross 

' doesn't have long to 
settle in. 

Most rank and 

file personnel are as~ 

signed to Traverse 

City for three or four years. The commander 

position turns over every two. 

"I think the reason is because there are 

very few opportunities for folks to have OS 

[equal to lieutenant colonel] command; 

said Cross, who is already a year into his 

stint. "There are only IO air stations where 

there's an 05 commander in charge:' 

Cross said he believes the Coast Guard 

Wants to enable as many officers to get the 

experience as they can. 
"That's my theory; that's not written 

anywhere in Coast Guard manuals or any

thing," he said. 
Cross said he always wanted to com

mand an air station. 
"I think most aviators aspire to be air 

station commanding officers;' he said. 

"That's kind of the pinnacle - to be able to 

make a difference in the lives of folks that 

work for you:' 
He entered the Coast Guard because h.is 

father was in the Coast Guard. ' 

"I honestly thought what 9e did was 

noble and honest, and I thought doing the 

same thing wouJd be good for me," he said. 

"I thought it was pretty neat what my dad 

did- flying.helicopters and saving people." 

Having a dad in the Coast Guard meant 

traveling around a lot. He.spent high school 

in Cape Cod and San Francisco. 

THE RESCUE SWIMMER WHO 
COULDN'T SWIM 

Ft. Worth, Texas native Robert Rendon 

said he had a "higher calling" to his job as 

a rescue swimmer. , 

"I'd read a book called 'The Purpose 

Driven Life' and it was a Christian book 

that helps you realize wh<lt you're put on 

this Earth to do," the 29-year-old said. 

"I wanted to physically help people with 

my strength." ' 

Around that time, Rendon saw a tele

vision do_cumentary about Coast Guard 

rescue swimmers. 

He took it as a sign. 

"Everything lined up," he said. "I got 

into the Coast Guard and I got into the 

airman program right awaf' 

There was just one prOblem. Rendon 

couldn't really swim. 

He was athletic, though. In high school 

he'd been on the football and track teams. 

"I pushed through it. • Swimming was 

definitely a struggle;' he Si!id. "I _didn't know 

it was going to be that hai;d:' 

Rendon has been in 'the Coast Guard 

for eight years and has been in Traverse 

City for three. 
Rendon said the job of the rescue swim

mer on land is to train and to maintain the 

rescue gear. On the helicopter, he prepares 

for the rescue or the medevac. 

Rescue swimmers are also EMTs, so 

once a victim is aboard, the helicopter be

comes an ambulance. 

They are also the ones who go into the 

water. 
• Rendon learned the challenge of being 

a resctle swimmer is not just learning how 

to swim - it's being able to swim in 40-foot 

• 

r • 

"I was a military brat. I was born and 

raised in Pensacola, Fla. and I lived there for 

like eight days and then I grew up around 

the country," he said. 

The path from entering the Coast Guard 

to becoming a commander is challenging. 

Many more apply than are accepted. 

When Cross applied, there were three 

05 command positions open. Forty or so 

officers tossed in their names, he said, and 

those were winnowed down to nine. 

"There's a bunch of people who put in to 

compete and usually there's a board that gets 

together and they pick;' he said. "It's a pretty 

demanding process." 

After his stop in Traverse City, Cross 

said he will likely not command another 

base, at least not right away. 

"Typically, once a person becomes an 

05 commander, they leave that after two 

years for another staff tour someplace else:• 

he said. "I'll have some sort of desk job 

when I get out of this job and then hope

fully will be able to compete for another air 

station at the 06 level:' 

There are 16 air stations at that level, 

which means they are larger and have more 

kinds of aircraft. 
Cross said he likes being in Traverse 

City. 
As an example, he cited members of 

the Traverse City Elks Club who visited 

the base days before last Christmas to 

hand out hams. 
"I'm just not used to charity like that for 

our folks," Cross said. 

He said that the local support is unlike 

any other he's experienced. 

"This is a very special place. Everybody 

told me about it before I got here, but it's 

one thing to hear about it and another to 

experience it; he said. "Not nearly have I 

experienced the support that I have here in 

Traverse City." 

swells while tethered to a helicopter. 

On top of that, rescue swimmers may 

be asked to submerge into nearly freezing 

water. 
"It's when the water hits your head:' he 

said. "It's like a brain freeze:' 

Rendon said he has not gotten any big 

cold water calls, but he is ready. 

"If it's O degrees and there's somebody in 

the water, I'm going down because I'm their 

only hope," he said. 

A lot of search and rescue calls out of the 

station end early because the station's terri

tory is dotted with local police and fire de

partments. Those rescuers often reach peo

ple in distress first. 

Also, there often just isn't time to reach 

people in cold water. 

"A lot of times the water is so cold:' he 

said, "it gets to them before we do:' 
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Bellaire Public Schools 

204 W. Forest Home Ave. 

Bellaire. Ml 49615 -9565 

June 14, 2014 

Dear Lt Okom, 

James R. Emery, Superintendent /HS Principal 

Kristi Pocl, Elem/MS Principal 
Brad Fischer, Athletic Director 

Our belated thank you for a very informative and fun field 

trip. My 41h grade students also wrote notes, but I packed 

up the room for the summer and must have packed them by 

mistake. My apologies ... .I will keep my eyes open and 

send them when I find the;n. 

Hope you enjoy the photo. 

Sincerely
1 

Phone (23 I) 533-814 1 

Fax (23 ! ) 533-6797 
Superintende nt/Princi pal 

Phone (23I)533-8015 
Fax (231) 533-8244 

Athletic Offi ce 

Phone (23 I) 533-8916 

Fax (231) 533-9214 
Elementary Principal 

ll.s De 
. Partmcnt or fl 

0mcta11d s 
Ccurity 

April 2 1- 2014 

C hri s tine Rousseau 
U. S. Coast Guard 
1175 !\irpor! Access 

Tra verse City. Ml 49686 

Dear l'hristint:: 

Z O N T A 
International 

/ll:',,i 1-\ ( J LI B ( lJ JI l I ·\l\j/\l, 

·1·hank you!! On hch1Jlfof'the school coordinato rs, the service commitlcc. the Zonta C lub 

of Leelanau County and the 8th grade girls of Leelanau County. please accept our 

grntiludc [Or yo ur time c1nd presentation at Zonta 's Career Exploration Day, 2014. 

Our /.onta Career Exploration Day endeavors lo provide young ladies with opportunities 

to develop !heir scU:.i.:slecm, educational opt ions a nd i.:arecr awareness as well as proniole 

a hc<.d!h y !ikstylc. Your pariicipation directly rnntributed to the achievement of the 

overall goa ls of the program as evident hy the comments that you and .Jodi Williams 

received as outlined be low. Students provided thc..·m when asked: Were there a ny one or 

two round table presenters who particularly inspired yo u or who were particul arl y 
in1crcsting? Why? 

·· tiassionale ahoul lheirjohs ·· 

"" /Jecu11se !hey showed us d{!/i:rent occupulions in the ( 'oasl Guard thal I did 1101 know 
aho111 in lhe 111ililwJ1'· 

·· t1ecm1se I love heing in helicopters and planes, also helpinx people ,. 

""/"hey kept my al!etl/ion and! learned /u/s" 

··1 like the ( ·oa.,·f Guard (.,·everal limes)·· 

··neco11se y ou canj11m;1 on a plane and dive over on the deck " 

·· I 111wu lo xo imu the ( ·oust Guard .. 

·· neuwse when she was in the ( 'oasf Guard school she didn '/ really ·p, in·· het.:ause all 

the /WO/Jle 111ere men and she wanted to quit hut she d idn't·· 

.. , would like to .rave people's lives " 

··1 1van1 ro do .\·m11efhi11x like Iha1 '' 

" '/hey e.,·11lained tlwrouxhly lo me and they have a lot (~/"humor when they talk " 

·· tkc:uuse I 111mdd love to tru ,1el around the United ,\'tales " 

·· 1 ·111 inleresfed in the ( ·oast (iuard"' 

·· 13eco111i11K a ( 'om·t Guard i.r a lonx length (?/"leorninKllraininx ·· 

··; think ii 's 11nif1ue lo hear how they hecame a Coast Guard and also ii kind r!f"helped me 
rhink alH)lf/ my career" 

·· '/11e_v 11 'fft.' c:0(1/ wu/_/i-iend/y and exciting" 

' 1 , JI •;q • ,.ti, , )I , ], I., 11 j• 11''"·1 

f,,,1/ d,111.r !,,, ',/, •••11 ,r 1 11 ,,,1 l"•/1/ ,,,,,, .1/1,, 
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I 

I 

I 
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bl' c Schools Bellaire Pu ' 

Fmest Home Ave. 
204 "":· I 496 15-9565 Bell,me, M 

June 14,2014 

/HS Principal 
R Emery, I Elcm/M Superintendent S Principal 

James · Kristi Poe, 
11 

tic Director 
Brad Fischer, At l C 

Dear Lt Okorn, fve and fun field 

for a very informa I but I packed 
Our belate~ t~:: ~~udents also wr~!; ~:~:s~acked them by 

trip. My~ 1or the summer a~ldk;ep my eyes open and 
up the rooM apologies ... .! w1 
mistake. Y 

1 
find the;n. 

d them when sen 

. the photo. Hope you enJoy 

Sincerely; 

) 533-8 141 
Phone (23 ~33-6797 

Fax (2J l) d t/Principal 
Superinten en 

(231)533-8015 Phone 
244 Fax (231) 533-8 

Athletic Office 

(2 31)533-8916 Phone 
14 (231) 533-92 

~;:mentary Principal 

·,. 

• 

U.s. Dep.,,., , 
en of llomeJaod S . 

ecuruy 

April 2 1, 2014 

Christine Rousseau 

l J S. Coast Gu..1rd . 
I J 75 Airport Access 

z O N . T a~ 
Internat1on 

\ ( I LI il t)/ I ~l,1\NI\U / l Jt\,i I 1 

Traverse City . ,· Ml 49686 

. . ·. . .. . • the Zonia Club IJear l h,rstme. I . . rviee comm111ee. . 

I <.:oordinators, t 1e se le·1se accept our 
, hchal1·or1hcschoo .. J'Leelanau County.p .' . , ?()J4. 

Th·mk you! . On I I 8th grade girls o Exploration Dc1y, -
' C llyan, lie z la 's Career 

"r Leelanau ou, lime a nd presentation al .,on . . . I portunitics t

·, de /or your I di es w11 lop 

gra ' u . lo provide young a . ··ll as rromolc 
. I) endeavors , reness as we · 

, .. F . Jorat1on ay . . . d career awa ·. . fthe 

""' , '.;"" '.,;:;"~,;'.;,"'"· rn "" '"";: ::;;;::;:;,"'"' " "' •';e;::::•;, ,;,,"' 
_101 ''.~;1~1~/;ilcsty le. Your paruc1pa.1;l~~t by the comments thalky~~ a;c~e there any one or 

d led - . I , O"rarn ds cv, . d h, 
11 

when as c · .. 

1

. !y 
_, ·· di l!O<ds ol 1 w pr b S lcnts provide t l.:I Io were parllcu <If 

over~ ~· 1. dbclow , luc . ·rcdyouorw1 
cccivcd as out Ille , .. · ho particularly ""I" , ,I 1·1ble prcscnlers w lwo roun ' ,-

. . , ·tino 'l Why ? 

m!crcs o · 
ldd110I kno1J1 

. , e,· t1d that 
1 

letr;ohv . the(omt Ill /lu\S/0/Wle a/)()/// I 1J li"erent OlXUpalwn.\ in 
1 

,hawe "" ' 11
' I · 

. lieea""e t ll'V . . I helpmi, peop e 

uho111 !II the mt/1/a!'J! helicoplen and plane.\. a .HJ 
II 

'hem~111 11 t .. · /Je( au.\e 
011

t: · / I /earne£ 
0 

' 
llefllion anc . 

·) J,e,, kepi my a C rd (,cveral time.1) n the deck .. 

> ,, ''" '" ' .. , "" > ,,.. """''" """' 
" 

i11m1, on" I' • · hew11se a 
' /Jeu111\'eyo11can I ('Ja,1Guard" h I ·hed1dn 'frea/ly 'film 

mto 11e 
1 

· ( , ·d \c., oo \ 
· I"'"'" 

10 

X" 11 the Coa.,t ' 1"'' / d'Jn 't .. 
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I , 're 111en an .. 

Ille' /)('OfJ e 11 t: , Jf)/e :\ live.\ lk .. I II 

ke to 1ave pe< h n they ta 
" /11 ·ou t 

1 
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Home of the EJg li:, Bellaire Public Schools 

204 W. Forest Home Ave. 
Bellaire, MI 49615 -9565 

June 14, 2014 

Dear Lt Okorn, 

James R. Emery, Superintendent /HS Principal 
Kristi Pocl, Elem/MS Principal 
Brad Fischer, At hletic Director 

Our belated thank you for a very informative and fun field 
trip. My 4th grade students also wrote notes, but I packed 
up the room for the summer and must have packed them by 
mistake. My apologies ... .! will keep my eyes open and 
send them when I find the;n. 

Hope you enjoy the photo. 

Sincerely. 
' 

Phone(231) 533-8141 
Fax (23 1) 533-6797 
Superintendent/Principal 

Phone (231) 533-8015 
Fax (231) 533-8244 
Athletic Office 

Phone (231) 533-8916 
Fax (231) 533-9214 
Elementary Principal 

~i::, l~el the Caree r Exploration Day was_ a success and you r partic ipation has directly 
~

11r~t'.'.l:u1 cd _lo lhc cmi:owcrmc_nt , i::,d ucati on and overal l we ll-bei ng of the 8th grade young 
lc1dit:s 111 ou1 community. Aga111, we arc grntefuJ for your help in making this day such a 
success! 

Fede_ral ta x laws req uire u~ to not!!)' you that the Zonta C lub of Leelanau County 
pr~)Vldecl no ~ooc!s o r services to you in ~xc hange for yo ur presentation. It ls suggested 
that you rctn1n this acknowledgement w ith your tax records. 

Sincerely yo urs, 

Ciinny Laskey 
Career Exploration Day Committee 
Zonta C lub of Leelanau Coun ty 
23 1-256-9130 
eel I 810-625-4609 
Cietryl 1 (ti?uol.com 



'This 
is like 

• 
commg 
home' 
Ancient Albatross 
passes on title in 
Change of Watch 
ceremony 
BY MATT TROUTMAN 
mtroutman@record-eagle.com 

TRAVERSE CITY - An An

cient Albatross made his final 

landing at Coast Guard Air 

Station Traverse City. 

A hum drummed through a 

piercing l:!lue sky Wednesday, 

signalling Vice Adm. John 

Currier's arrival by helicopter. 

He strode from his last flight 

as a Coast Guard officer into a 

hangar filled with command

ers, local government officials 

and residents gathered for a 

Change of Watch ceremony. 

"This is like coming home," 

Currier told the crowd. 

Only the Coast Guard's lon

gest-tenured active duty avia

tion officer can hold the title 

and wear the outfit - leather 

jacket, cap, goggles and pilot's 

scarf - of Ancient Alba

tross. Currier passed the title 

to the 24th recipient, Rear 

Adm. Jake Korn. 
Currier requested the cer

emony be hosted in Traverse 

City, where he was stationed 

COAST GUARD 

Record-Eagle/Keith Klog 

Vice Admiral John Currier, 23rd United States Coast Guard Ancient Albatross, receives applause as 

he walks past attendees after landing In a Coast Guard helicopter for the Ancient Albatross Change 

of Watch at the United States Coast Guard Air Station Traverse City. 

from 1983 to 1988. He's spend- Currier once flew a mission leather cap" to Korn after a 

ing his retirement with his in "nearly impossible condi- speech thanki·ng his mentors 

wife in a house they built on tions" that ended in the res- and peers. 

Old Mission Peninsula. cue of 10 people from a burn- Korn called it "surreal" to 

Ceremony speakers included ing ship. be surrounded by aviation 

Adm. This feat earned Currier a legends like Currier. 

Paul Zukunft, who assumed place on the Harmon Trophy, Tim Dellot, of Saline, served 

duties of Coast Guard Com- which annually honors the in Traverse City with Cur-

mandant on May 30. He said world's outstanding aviator. rier, an .experience he fondly 

the ceremony allowed Coast Names on the trophy include recalls. He said now that he's 

Guard officers to look at past Chuck_ Yeager and Howard older Coast Guard ceremonies 

experiences as guideposts for Hughes. are can't-miss events. 

the future. Currier served ·as Coast "Now I know everybody," he 

"I share a bit of my direction Guard Vice Commandant and joked. 

with you today because·our logged more than 6,000 flight "These kind of ceremonies 

Ancients are th,: embodiment hours in various aircraft. really re-energize us," said 

of those principles,'' he said. He passed the Ancient Al- his friend Dave Spracklen, of 

Zukunft recounted how batross title and its "smelly Washington, D.C. 

TRAVERSE CITY RECORD-EAGLE 3A 7 

EGION/STATE 
NEWS FROM NORTHWEST LOWER MICHIGAN 

Tuesday, July I, 2014 
LOCAL NEWS EDITOR (231) 933-1467 

COAST GUARD 

Five kayakers rescued 
Teens rescued 
during treacherous 
Manitou trek 
BY MATT TROUTMAN 
mtroutman@record-eagle.com 

GLEN ARBOR - A kayak 

voyage through the Manitou 

Passage turned treacherous for 

five teens after they grew tired 

in choppy Lake Michigan waters 

and had to be rescued. 

"These five, they're lucky to 

be alive," said Leelanau County 

Sheriff Mike Borkovich. 

The kayakers - a New York 

woman, two Grand Rapids men, 

an Ada man, and a West Bloom

field man, all ages 18 and 19 -

set off Friday for a camping trip 

to South Manitou Island from 

Glen Haven. They stayed until 

Sunday when they ran out of 

food and decided to brave stiff 

winds back to the mainland. 

Borkovich said the teens' kay

aks ranged from 6 to 10 feet long 

and weren't suitable for an open 

water trek through the Mani-

tou Passage, a stretch of water 

where slight winds shifts can 

cause big changes in surface 

conditions. 
"It's beyond the point of being 

foolish," he said. "There are lot 

of professional mariners who 

have drowned in the last couple 

hundred years in the Manitou 

Passage." 
The teens pushed off Sunday 

about 2 p.m. and apparently de

cided to split up. Three chose to 

ride the winds south while the 

other two made a push for Glen 

Haven. Berkovich didn't have 

information as to which teens 

were in which group. 
Berkovich said three Indiana 

men in a sail boat cruised p3st 

the group of three kayakers 

about 6 p .m. not far from the 

"These five, they're 

lucky to be allve. • 

Leelanau County 

Sheriff Mike Borkovich 

island. He said they managed 

to turn their 32-foot sail boat 

around in the rough waters and 

pluck them from the waves. 

The sailors called Leelanau 

County authorities to report the 

rescue and that two kayakers 

remained missing somewhere 

between the island and Sleep

ing Bear Dunes. Coast Guard 

spokesman Petty Officer Levi 

Read said a rescue helicopter 

crew spotted the missing teens 

about 7 p.m. 
"From what I understand, the 

swells were about 4 to 5 feet and 

the winds were blowing about 

25 mph," he said. "I imagine it 

looks pretty choppy." 

Read said one teen floated in 

the swells alongside an over

turned kayak. He said a rescue 

swimmer went down and de

cided that the teens were in 

bad enough shape to warrant a 

basket rescue. 
Coast Guard rescuers flew 

the teens to a boat ramp where 

local emergency personnel wait

ed. Borkovich said all the teens 

wore life preservers, which 

helped those in overturned 

kayaks, but they still suffered 

varying degrees of hypothermia 

from the 55-degree water. 

"Some were vomiting. Some 

were shivering so bad they 

couldn't talk," he said. 

Emergency personnel treated 

the teens and didn't transport 

them to the hospital. Borkovich 

credits the work by his deputies, 

Glen Lake and Leland firefight

ers and EMS and the Coast 

Guard with saving lives. 
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'This 
is like 

• 
commg 
home' 
Ancient Albatross 
passes on title in 
Change of Watch 
ceremony 
BY MATT TROUTMAN 
mtroutm an@record-eagle.com 

TRAVERSE CITY - An An

cient Albatross made his final 
landing at Coast Guard Air 
Station Traverse City. 

A hum drummed through a 
piercing blue sky Wednesday, 
signalling Vice Adm. John 
Currier's arrival by helicopter. 

He s trade from his last flight 
as a Coast Guard officer into a 
hangar filled with command
ers, local government officials 
and residents gathered for a 
Change of Watch ceremony. 

"This is like coming home," 
Cur:fier told the crowd. 

Only the Coast Guard 's lon
gest-tenured active duty avia
tion officer can hold the title 
and wear the outfit - leather 
jacket, cap, goggles and pilot's 
scarf- of .Ancient Alba
tross. Currier passed the title 
to the 24th recipient, Rear 
Adm. Jake Korn. 

Currier requested the cer
emony be hosted in Traverse 
City, where he was stationed 

COAST G U f 

Vice Admiral John Currier, 23rd United ~ 

he walks past attendees after landing i~ 

of Watch at the United States Coast GJ 

from 1983 to 1988. He's spend
ing his retirement with his 
wife in a house they built on 
Old Mission Peninsula. 

Ceremony speakers included 

Adm. 
Paul Zukunft, who assumed 

duties of Coast Guard Com
mandant on May 30. He said 
the ceremony allowed Coast 
Guard officers to look at past 
experiences as guideposts for 
the future. 

Curr· 
in "n1 
tions1 

~ue o/ 
mgs 

Thi/ 
plac~ 
whicJ 
worl 
Nam 

~~~i 
Cm 

' Gua1 

Change of Watch Schedule of Events 

Arrival Honors 
Arrill(1/ of Official Party* 

Presentation of Color.\· and National Anthem* 

lnvoclltion * 
CAPT Derm is W. Young 

U.S. Coast Guard Atlamie Arca Chaplain 

Ancient Albatross Ceremony 
Welcoming Remark.\· 

ADM Paul F. Zukunft 

Cornmanda111 or the U.S. Coast Guard 

23
rd 

Ancient Albatross Remarks 
VADM John P. Currier 

Vice Commandant of the U.S. Coast Guard 

Transfer of Honors of the Ancient Albatross 

24
th 

Ancient Albatross Remarks 
RADM Jake H Korn 

Commander. Semuh Coast Guard District 

Presentations 
The G)(J,\·t Gumd A11iation A,\·Jociation 

RADM James Van Siec. USCG (Rc1ircd) 

Ancicni Order of the Pterodactyls 

The Foundationfo~ C;r~a.\·i Guurd History 
CDR Gary Thomas. USCG (Retired) 

Coast Guard Office ofAeronautical Engineering (CG-4/) 

Coast Guan/ Office of A 11iution Forces (CG-71 /) 

Departure Honors 
Retire the Colors* 
Semper Pamtus* 

f)ep11rture of the Offidal Party* 
"I share a bit of my direction 

with you today because Our 
Ancients are the embodiment 
of those principles," he said. 

~:g;~ 
He., .. .,., ._""-~··-·····-··- -

Zukunft recounted how batross title and its "smelly Washington, D.C. 

TRAVERSE CITY RECORD-EAGLE 3A 7 

EGION/STATE 
NEWS FROM NORTHWEST LOWER MICHIGAN 

Tuesday, July I, 2014 
LOCAL NEWS EDITOR (231) 933-1467 

C O A S T G UAR D 

Five kayakers rescued 
Teens rescued 
during treacherous 
Manitou trek 
BY MAn TROUTMAN 
mtroutman@record-eagle.com 

GLEN ARBOR-A kayak 
voyage through the Manitou 
Passage turned treacherous for 
five teens after they grew tired 
in choppy Lake Michigan waters 
and had to be rescued. 

"These five, they're lucky to 
be alive," said Leelanau County 
Sheriff Mike Borkovich, 

The kayakers - a New York 
woman, two Grand Rapids men, 
an Ada man, and a West Bloom
field man, all ages 18 and 19 -
set off Friday for a camping trip 
to South Manitou Island from 
Glen Haven. They stayed until 
Sunday when they ran out of 
food and decided to brave stiff 

winds back to the mainland. 
Borkovich said the teens' kay

aks ranged from 6 to 10 feet long 
and weren't suitable for an open 
water trek through the Mani-
tou Passage, a stretch of water 
where slight winds shifts can 
cause big changes in surface 
conditions. 

"It's beyond the point of being 
foolish," he said. "There are lot 
of professional mariners who 
have drowned in the last couple 
hundred years in the Manitou 
Passage." 

The teens pushed off Sunday 
about 2 p.m. and apparently de
cided to split up. Three chose to 
ride the winds south while the 
other two made a push for Glen 
Haven. Berkovich didn't have 
information as to which teens 
were in which group. 

Berkovich said three Indiana 
men in a sail boat cruised p8st 
the group of three kayakers 
about 6 p.m. not far from the 

"These five, they're 
lucky to be allve. • 

Leelanau County 
Sheriff Mike Borkovich 

island. He said they managed 
to turn their 32-foot sail boat 
around in the rough waters and 
pluck them fro_m the waves. 

The sailors called Leelanau 
Courity authorities to report the 
rescue and that two kayakers 
remained missing somewhere 
between the island and Sleep
ing Bear Dunes. Coast Guard 
spokesman Petty Officer Levi 
Read said a rescue helicopter 
crew spotted the missing teens 
about 7 p.m. 

"From what I understand, the 
swells were about 4 to 5 feet and 
the winds were blowing about 
25 mph," he said. "I imagine it 
looks pretty choppy." 

Read said one teen floated in 
the swells alongside an over
turned kayak. He said a rescue 
swimmer went down and de
cided that the teens were in 
bad enough shape to warrant a 
basket rescue. 

Coast Guard rescuers flew 
the teens to a boat ramp where 
local emergency personnel wait
ed. Borkovich said all the teens 
wore life preservers, which 
helped those in overturned 
kayaks, but they still suffered 
varying degrees of hypothermia 
from the 55-degree water. 

"Some were vomiting. Some 
were shivering so bad they 
couldn't talk," he said. 

Emergency personnel treated 
the teens and didn't transport 
them to the hospital. Borkovich 
credits the work by his deputies, 
Glen Lake and Leland firefight
ers and EMS and the Coast 
Guard with saving lives. 
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'This 
is like 

• 
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Ancient Albatross 
passes on title in 
Change of Watch 
ceremony 
BV MATI TROUTMAN 
mtroutrnan@record-eagle.com 

TRAVERSE CITY - An An
cient Albatross made his final 
landing at Coast Guard Air 
Sta ti on Traverse City. 

A h. um drummed through a 
piercing b~ue sky Wednesday, 
signalling Vice Adm. J o_hn 
Currier's arrival by hehcopter. 

He strode from his last flight 
as a Coast Guard officer into a 
hangar filled with command
ers, local government officials 
and residents gathered for a 
Change of Watch ceremony. 

"This is like coming home," 
Currier told the crowd. 

Only the Coast Guard's lon
gest-tenured active duty a:'ia
tion officer can hold the title 
and wear the outfit - leather 
jacket, cap, goggles and pilot's 
scarf - of Ancient Alba
t ro..,.c;;.s . Currier passed the title 
to the 24th recipient, Rear 
Adm. Jake Korn. 

Currier requested the cer
emony be hosted in Traverse 
City, where he was stationed 

COA S T 

Vice Admiral John Currier, 23rd United_ 
he walks past attendees after landing 1 
of Watch at the United States Coast G 

from 1983 to 1988. He's spend
ing his retirement with his 
wife in a house they built on 
Old Mission Peninsula. 

Ceremony speakers included 
Adm. 

Paul Zukunft, who assumed 
duties of Coast Guard Com
mandant on May 30. He said 
the ceremony allowed Coast 
Guard officers to look at past 
experiences as guideposts for 
the future. 

Curr· 
in "n 
tions 
cue a 
ing sl 

Thj 

:f~~ Na~I 
' Chuj 

Hugi 
cu ' 

Gua 
logg 
hou\ 

United States Coast Guard 
Air Station Traverse City History 

Proudly si tuated in Amcrica·s 10th Coas1 Guard City, Coast Guard Air Station Traverse 
Ci ty is located 011 the north side of Cherry Capital Airport . The unit consists of a large 
hangar. public works bu ilding, supply offices and warehouse. a small Coast Guard 
Exchange, a medical cl inic, and Smith Hall. which houses a ga lley. lounges. and 
sleeping areas for the 24-hour duty crews . The unit also has several athletic fields , a 
softball fie ld, tenn is courts. and a small picnic area and playground . 

Originally established as a one-plm1e dct;ichment to provide search and rescue service 
to the Great Lakes, Air Stat ion Tmversc City was commissioned in 1946. Over the 
years, the unit has grown from its original small complement to its present staff size of 
24 omccrs, two warrant officers. one Pub lic Heahh Service officer, and 105 enlisted 
personnel In 1980. the Air Station also increased its facilities when a 11ew ma intenance 
and administrative hangar was complC\~d, providing over 50.000 square feet of work 
space , including a nC:'w hangar deck, workShops, and offices. 

The types of aircraft assigned to the Air Stat ion have also changed over the years . The 
earlier HU-!6E "Albatross" seaplanes and HU-!9G Sikorsky helicopters gave way 10 
HH-52A "Scaguard" hcl ieop1ers and the HU-25A "Falcon." In 1986. the rescue 
capabilities of the helicopter and the patrol capabilities of the "'Falcon'' were combined 
when three HH-lF "Pel ican"' hclicoptds \\lerC brought into service. With the 
modernization of the helicopter nect. three HH-60J "Jayhawk" helicopters replaced the 
aging " Pelicans" in September 1991. In the spring of 1995, the fami liar HH -65A 
"Dolphin" helicopters rep laced the "Jayhawks" 

In May of 2000, Air Station Traverse City gained operational responsibi li ty for Air 
Faci lity Waukegan. just north of Chicago. Air Facility Waukegan stages one of the air 
station ' s helicopters and two fu ll crews from Memorial D,iy through Labor Day. 

!n November of20!0, Air Station Traverse Ci ty uansitioncd its he licopter complement. 
replacing eacli of its five HH-65 C-modcl "Dolph ins" with the Coas1 Guard"s upgraded 
Dolpliin, !he MH-65C. Th is past May brought the Coast Guard's newest variant of the 
MH-65 10 Traverse City. the "D" The MH-65D brings improved avionics upgrades and 
expanded capabi lit ies for mission execution . " I share a bit of my direction 

with you today because our 
Ancients are the embodiment 
of those principles," he said. H 6-v· ..... .,,"""'-~•· - -······ - -- -- -----

b atro s s title and its " smelly Washington , D.C. 
Zukunft recounted how 
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COA S T GUARD 

Five kayakers rescued 
Teens rescued 
during treacherous 
Manitou trek 
BY MATT TROUTMAN 
mtroutman@record-eagle.com 

GLEN ARBOR- A kayak 
voyage through the Manitou 
Passage turned treacherous for 
five teens after they grew tired 
in choppy Lake Michigan waters 
and had to be rescued. 

"These five, they're lucky to 
be alive," said Leelanau County 
Sheriff Mike Borkovich. 

The kayakers - a New York 
woman, two Grand Rapids men, 
an Ada man, and a West Bloom
field man, all ages 18 and 19 -
set off Friday for a camping trip 
to South Manitou Island from 
Glen Haven. They stayed until 
Sunday when they ran out of 
food and decided to brave stiff 

winds back to the mainland. 
Borkovich said the teens' kay

aks ranged from 6 to 10 feet long 
and weren't suitable for an open 
water trek through the Mani-
tou Passage, a stretch of water 
where slight winds shifts can 
cause big changes in surface 
conditions. 

"It's beyond the point of being 
foolish," he said. "There are lot 
of professional mariners who 
have drowned in the last couple 
hundred years in the Manitou 
Passage." 

The teens pushed off Sunday 
about 2 p.m. and apparently de
cided to split up. Three chose to 
ride the winds south while the 
other two made a push for Glen 
Haven. Borkovich didn't have 
information as to which teens 
were in which group. 

Borkovich said three Indiana 
men in a sail boat cruised pitst 
the group of three kayakers 
about 6 p.m. not far from the 

"These five, they're 
lucky to be alive." 

Leelanau County 

Sheriff Mike Borkov:ich 

island. He said they managed 
to turn their 32-foot sail boat 
around in the rough waters and 
pluck them from the wavES. 

The sailors ca lled Leelamau 
Courity authorities to re}>ort the 
rescue and that two kaya kers 
remained missing somewhere 
between the island and Sleep
ing Bear Dunes. Coast Guard 
spokesman Petty Officer Levi 
Read said a rescue belie opter 
crew spotted the missing: teens 
about 7 p.m. 

"From what I understand, the 
swells were about 4 to 5 :feet and 
the winds were blowing about 
25 mph," he said. "I imagine it 
looks pretty choppy." 

Read said one teen floated in 
the swells alongside an over
turned kayak. He said a rescue 
swimmer went down and de
cided that the teens were in 
bad enough shape to warrant a 
basket rescue. 

Coast Guard rescuers flew 
the teens to a boat ramp where 
local emergency personnel wait
ed. Borkovich said all the teens 
wore life preservers, which 
helped those in overturned 
kayaks, but they still suffered 
Varying degrees of hypothermia 
from the 55-degree water. 

"Some were vomiting. Some 
were shivering so bad they 
couldn't talk," he said. 

Emergency personnel treated 
the teens and didn't transport 
them to the hospital. Borkovich 
credits the work by his deputies, 
Glen Lake and Leland firefight
ers and EMS and the Coast 
Guard with saving lives. 

l 

Admiral Paul F. Zukunft 
2:;•h Commantlanl of tht: U11i l1:tl ~111tcs Coast G uanl 

Admiral Pau l Zukunft assumed tl1c duties of 1he 25th Commandant of the 
U.S. Coas1 Guard on May .,o. 2014 . He leads America's oldest continuous 
seagoing serv ice and the largest component of the Department of Homeland 
Security, comprised of 41 ,700 active duty. 7,800 reserve, 8.100 civ ilian and 
1 1,000 volunteer Aux iliarists. 

Prior to this, Admiral Zukunft served as Commander. Coast Guard Pacific 
Arca, where he was operational commander for all U.S. Coast Guard 
missions in an area enCompassing more 1ha11 74 mil lion square miles and 
provided mission supp·ort 10 1he Dcpartme111 of Defense and Combatant 
Commanders. Other Flag assignments include Commander of the Eleventli 
Coast Guard District.a1i·a. Dirccfor, Joint lnteragcncy Task Force West, where 
he served as executive agent to United States Pacific Command for 
combating Transnational Crim inal Organizat ions in the Asia-Pacific Region 

Most notably. Admiral Zukunft served as 1he Federa l On-Scene Coord inator 
for the Deepwater Horizon Spill of National Significance where he directed 
the response to the largest and most complex oil spil l in U.S. history. 

A native of North Branford, Connecticut , Admiral Zuku1lft is a 1977 
graduate of 1he U.S Coast Guard Academy ai1d holds Master of Ans degrees 
in Management and National Securily and Slralcg ic Studies. During more 
1ha11 17 years of service, Admiral Zukunft ha s commanded six units and 
served ex tensively in the culler nect. 



'This 
is like 

• coming 
home' 
Ancient Albatross 
passes on title in 
Change of Watch 
ceremony 
BY MATT TROUTMAN 
mtroutman@record-eagle.com 

TRAVERSE CITY - An An
cient Albatross made his final 
landing at Coast Guard Air 
Station Traverse City. 

A hum drummed through a 
piercing blue sky Wednesday, 
signalling Vice Adm. Jo.hn 
Currier's arrival by helicopter. 

He strode from his last flight 
as a Coast Guard officer into a 
hangar filled with command
ers, local government officials 
and residents gathered for a 
Change of Watch ceremony. 

"This is like coming home," 
Currier told the crowd. 

C OAST 

Vice Admiral John Currier, 23rd United 
he walks past attendees after landing I 
of Watch at the United States Coast G 

from 1983 to 1988. He's spend
ing his retirement with his 
wife in a house they built on 
Old Mission Peninsula. 

Ceremony speakers included 
Adm. 
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cue J 
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Vice Admiral John P. Currier 
28'h Vite Commandant of the Coast Guard 

Vice Adm irnl John P. Currier assumed duties as the 28th Vice Commandant in May 
2012. VADM Currier hails from Westbrook , Ma ine , and was commi ss ioned from 
Officer Candidate School in 1976. He was designated a Nava l Aviator in 1977. An 
alumnus of the University of Southern Maine. he holds a Masters in Business from 
Embry-Riddle University. He is a 1996 graduate of the U.S. Air Force Air War 
College and holds a Level lll Acquisit ion Program Manager certificat ion . 

During his career, VADM Currier stood the watch at six Coast GL1ard Air Stations. 
inc luding Air Stat ion Traverse Ci ty. He was designated an Aeronaut ica l Engineer m 
1982. Other assignments have included Deputy Program Manager (Engineering) for 
the Coast Guard and Navy HH -60H/J joint helicopter acquisition al the Nava l Air 
Systems Command. and Chief or SAR Operations and Director or Auxiliary for the 
Ninth Coast Guar.d District. V ADM Cprricr served as Commandiug Officer of Air 
Stations Detroit and Miami, then the world's busiest air-sea search and rescue uni t. 
Subsequent ly, he was assigued as Pacific Arca Chief of Operat ions. then as the Pacific 
Arca Chief or Staff. 

Promoted to Flag rank in 2005, VADM Currier served as Assistant Conuuandant .for 
Acquisition at Headquarters, then as Comrn,anclcr of the Thirteenth Distric t in the 
Pacific Northwest. He assumed the duticS or'\hc Coast Guard's Ch ief or Staff in 2009, 
later transitioning that posi tion to the Service ' s first Deputy _Conunandant fo r Mission 
Support. 

VADM Currier's awards include the Coast Guard Dist ingu ished Serv ice Meda l, 
Legion of Merit, Distingu ished Flying Cross, Meritorious Service Medal, Air Medal, 
Commendation Medal, Acl1icvement Medal and others .. Only the Coast Guard's Io~

gest-tenured active duty a~ia
tion officer can hold th~ title 
and wear the outfit - leather 
jacket, cap, goggles and pilot's 
scarf - of Ancient Alba
tross. Currier passed the title 
to the 24th recipient, Rear 
Adm. Jake Korn. 

Paul Zukunft, who assumed 
duties of Coast Guard Com
mandant on May 30. He said 
the ceremony allowed Coast 
Guard officers to look at past 
experiences as guideposts for 
the future. 

Th i 
placl 
whi~ 
wor1 
Na"1 VADM Currier is a veteran aviator with over 6,000 llight hours in Coast Guard aud 
Chui Navy fixed and rota ry wing aircraft. He is currently the Ancient Albatross, or the 
Hu~ longest serving Coast Guard Aviator on active duty. His profession al recogni tion 

currier requested the cer
emony be hosted in Traverse 
City, where he was stationed 

"I share a bit of my direction 
with you today because our 
Ancients are the embodiment 
of those principles," he said. 

C~ includes the Harmon lntcma1io11al Aviation Trop hy, the Alaska Air Command SAR 
Gu8j Pilot of the Year Award , American Helicopter Soc iety Frederick L. Feinberg Award 
logg and the Naval Helicopter Associat ion SAR Aircrew of the Year. all awarded for 
hou~ rescue operations. 

H t::- p ·a ·.,., ,:...,.- v•• - -•·-•• - ---___...... 

batross title and its "smelly Washington , D .C. 
Zukunft recounted how 
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COAST GUARD 

Five kayakers rescued 
Teens rescued 
during treacherous 
Manitou trek 
BY MATT TROUTMAN 
mtroutman@record-eagle.com 

GLEN ARBOR - A kayak 
voyage through the Manitou 
Passage turned treacherous for 
five teens after they grew tired 
in choppy Lake Michigan waters 
and had to be rescued. 

"These five, they're lucky to 
be alive," said Leelanau County 
Sheriff Mike Borkovich. 

The kayakers - a New York 
woman, two Grand Rapids men, 
an Ada man, and a West Bloom
field man, all ages 18 and 19-
set off Friday for a camping trip 
to South Manitou Island from 
Glen Haven. They stayed until 
Sunday when they ran out of 
food and decided to brave stiff 

winds back to the mainland. 
Borkovich said the teens' kay

aks ranged from 6 to 10 feet long 
and weren't suitable for an open 
water trek through the Mani-
tou Passage, a stretch ofwater 
where slight winds shifts can 
cause big changes in s_urface 
conditions. 

"It's beyond the point of being 
foolish," he said. "There are lot 
of professional mariners who 
have drowned in the last couple 
hundred years in the Manitou 
Passage." 

The teens pushed off Sunday 
about 2 p .m. and apparently de
cided to split up. Three chose to 
ride the winds south while the 
other two made a push for Glen 
Haven. Berkovich didn't have 
information as to which teens 
were in which group. 

Borkovich said three Indiana 
men in a sail boat cruised pllst 
the group of three kayakers 
about 6 p.m. not far from the 

"These five, they're 
lucky to be a live.• 

Leelanau County 
Sheriff Mike Borkovich 

island. He said they managed 
to turn their 32-foot sail boat 
around in the rough waters and 
pluck them from the waves. 

The sailors called Leelanau 
Comity authorities to report the 
rescue and that two kayakers 
remained missing somewhere 
between the island and Sleep
ing Bear Dunes. Coast Guard 
spokesman Petty Officer Levi 
Read said a rescue helicopter 
crew spotted the missing teens 
about 7 p.m. 

"From what I understand, the 
swells were about 4 to 5 feet and 
the winds were blowing about 
25 mph," he said. "I imagine it 
looks pretty choppy." 

Read said one teen floated in 
the swells alongside an over
turned kayak. He said a rescue 
swimmer went down and de
cided that the te_ens were in 
bad enough shape to warrant a 
basket rescue. 

Coast Guard rescuers flew 
the teens to a boat ramp where 
local emergency personnel wait
ed. Borkovich said all the teens 
wore life preservers, which 
helped those in overturned 
kayaks, but they still suffered 
~arying degrees of hypothermia 
from the 55-degree water. 

"Some were vomiting. Some 
were shivering so bad they 
couldn't talk," he said. 

Emergency personnel treated 
the teens and didn't transport 
them to the hospital. Berkovich 
credits the work by his deputies, 
Glen Lake and Leland firefight
ers and EMS and the Coast 
Guard with saving lives. 

Rear Admiral Jake H. Korn 
Comnrnntkr, Seventh Coast Guard Oistrirt 

Rear Admiral Korn serves as Commander, Sevcntl1 Coast Guard District headquartered in 
Miami. Florida . As Di stric1 Commander, he is respons ible for all Coast Guard operat ions 
in the Southeast United S1a1cs a11d 1hc Caribbean Basin inc luding Florida, Georgia, South 
Carol ina. Puerto Rico and \li e U.S. Virgin Islands. The Seventh District encompasses an 
area of 1.8 million squa re mi les 1111d sl1;ircs operational borders with 34 Foreign Nat ions 
and TcJTitorics . 

Prior 10 assuming comm;md of 1hc Seventh Di strict Rear Admiral Korn served as 
Assistant Commandant for Acqui sition and Chier Acquisi tion Officer (CAO) . As CAO. 
he directed efforts across all Coast Guard acquisi tion programs and related procurement 
management. contracti11g, and research and de velopment activities to execute the 
Service's approx imate ly $30 bi ll ion acquis it ion investment portfolio. 

In l1is previous assignment. Rear Admiral Korn oversaw the execution of all Coast Guard 
acquisi ti on programs and projects. which provides for the sustainment. modernization and 
recapi talization of surface, air, command and control , and logistics assets for the Coast 
Guard's multiple marit ime missions. 

' He served in a variety of opcr~t ional and staff tours during his career, including Ch ief of 
Staff or the Eighth Coast Guard Distric t. the first Commander of Coas1 Guard Sector 
Corp us Christi. Con.11nanding·Qfficer _of Ai r Station Corpus Cliristi. Chief or Search a11d 
Rescue for the Eigl1ti1 'Co,ist· GUard" Di Strict, Commanding Officer of Air Station New 
Orleans, and Engineeri11g Offi cer of both Air Station Hous!On and Aviation Train ing 
Center Mobile . He also served as the Chief, lnvcmory Management Branch al the 
Aviation Logistics Center (ALC) . He at tained pi lot (] lt<ll ifications in 1hc HH -52A, HH -3F. 
HH-(,(JJ. HH-65A/B and the HU-25. earning a FAA Airline Transport Pilot ra ti ng. 

A nm ivc of northern New Jersey, Rear Admiral Korn graduated from the U.S. Coast 
Guard Academy with a Bachelor of Science Degree i11 Ocean Lngine~ring. He received a 
Master' s Degree in Industrial Adm inistration from Purdue Universi ty's Kranncrt School 
of Managemen t in 1989. He also completed the Ad vanced Management Program at the 
Nat ional Defense University in 2000. receiving .i Cl1i cf lnforma tio11 Officer Cert ificate 
and is a 2004 graduate of the Naval W,1r Coll ege Flcc1 Seminar Program. His military 
awards include three Legions of Merit and six Meri1 orious Service Medals. 
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Record-Eagle/Jan-Michael Stump AST1 Jodi Williams, right, and AST3 Tom McArthur, left, work with Lt. Katie Pelkey on helicopter seat evacuation drills during a training session with air crew members from U.S. Coast Guard Air Station Traverse City Tuesday at the Grand Traverse Civic Center. 

RESCUE 
Williams blazing 

.trails with U.S. ,_ 
:.Coast Guard ,. 
:;FROM PAGE IA 
~ . 
;.:in its hull and the two 
:brothers. One with a 
:_broken leg sat on the 
:wreck. 
- "That's when I had my 
:tTa-Da, Here Comes the 
...Coast Guard Moment' " •• .:she said. 

Williams resolutely 

in the Coast Guard when 
they were both stationed 
in Los Angeles in 2004 and 
married eight years ago. 
They moved to Traverse 
City in July from San 
Diego. 

Asa, a Coast Guard flight 
mechanic for six years, 
earned his bachelor's 
and master's teaching · 
degrees in San Diego. He 
is substitute K-5 school 
teacher, mostly in the 
Traverse City Area Public 
Schools. 

Juggling their work, 

don't dwell on it. 
Like many working 

mothers, Jodi said she 
feels pulled sometime 
by family and job 
responsibilities. 

"I know being a mom is 
the most important thing, 
but I also want to pull my 
own weight at woi'k,'-,' she. 
said. "I'm lucky to have a 
husband who likes being 
home with the baby. He's 
great with the kids and 
comfortable with them." strode to the boat, not 

·-watching her feet. She 
· "stepped in a hole. 
:.~ "And I fell flat on my 
'"'face, she said, laughing. 
• · So much for ta-da 

moments. 

Spedal to the Record-Eagle Coast Guard AST1 Jodi WIiiiams during lifesaving practtce drills in the Pacific Ocean In 2006 when she was stationed·at Air Station Los Angeles. 

dad and mom schedules 
can be challenging, but 
they're used to team work, 
they said. 

She and Asa talk 
occasionally about the 
dangers of her job but 

Her hobbies and 
interests have changed 
since having children. Her 
home life revolves around 
their school activities and 
soccer. She 's currently 
making three Halloween 
turtle costumes for their 
boys. 

The men were brothers. 
They told her they and 
thei1· fother had washed 
off the boat in the storm 
and waves pushed him 
into a nearby cave. She 
found and rescued the 
father after several tense 
moments. 

Williams, now 32, is 
one of four women in 
the Guard's 300 cadre of 
rescue swimmers at 23 
air stations around the 
nation. She also is one of 
the 12 rescue swimmers 
serving at Coast Guard 
Air Station. 

"NO-QUIT FACTOR" 

Williams couldn't 
swim when she joined 
the Coast Guard in 1999 
right after high school. 
Now in the 14th year of 
her Coast Guard career, 
she initially trained 
and served as a dental 
technician at Air Station 
Borinquen in Puerto 
Rico. 

Rescue swimming is 
one of the Coast Guard's 
most hazardous jobs. 
It involves helicopters, 
raging storms, heavy 
seas, ice-cold waters, 
floating debris, 
sometimes combative 
and frightened survivors, 
and unfriendly drug 
runners who dump 
their illegal cargo when 
they spot a Coast Guard 
vessel. 

Williams is an avid 
jogger and participated 
in many races while 
stationed in Puerto Rico 
and met many ASTs, 
or aviation survival 
technicians. Several 
asked if she ever had 
considered AST and 
rescue swimming 
training. Others 
suggested that she apply. 

The dentist she worked 
with had a friend who 
offered to teach her 
swimming basics during 
lunch breaks and after 
work every day for two 
weeks. 

She also had a two
a-half year wait for an 
opening in the training 
program. 

Becoming a rescue 
swimmer is no easy task 
even for good swimmers. 
It is considered an 
elite Coast Guard's 
program with the most 
challenging physical 
fitness standards of all 
U.S. military services. 
Men and women trainees 
have to meet the same 
physical requirements. 
About 75 rescue 
swimmers are trained 
a year. Fewer than half 
make it. 

Though Williams 
initially Couldn't swim, 
she knew she met other 
important requirements 
for the job. She was 
comfortable in the 

Special to the Record-Eagle 
Jodi and Asa with their sons, from left: Redding, 

L Boone and newborn Wes In Jodi's arms. 

water. She could keep 
a cool head in stressful 
situations. She is not a 
quitter. 

In fact, if you ask her 
what it takes to be a 
rescue swimmer, she 
answers with four words: 
"The No-Quit Factor." 

"I'm a firm believer 
that it's a mind thing," 
she said. "What they're 
looking for is a mental 
toughness. There's no 
one thing that makes a 
good rescue swimmer. 
We're all different. What 
rescue swimmers have in 
common is that we don't 
buckle under pressure 
and we don't quit." 

Her year-and-half 
of training included 
four months of airman 
training, six months 
airman duty, four months 
in aviation survival 
technicians training, 
plus an intensive four
weeks of emergency 
medical technician 
training. 

NOW 

Today, ASTl Jodi 
Williams is one of the 
12 rescue swimmers at 
Air Station Traverse 
City who serve as one of 
four members on the of 
helicopter rescue crews. 
The other three members 
are the pilot, co-pilot and 
flight technician: 

The 12 rescue 
swimmers at Air Station 
Traverse City have 
several duties. They 
are part of four-person 
crews, and when not 
flying they inspect, 
maintain and repair 
rescue, survival and EMT 
medical equipment on 
the choppers. 

They also continue 
intensive water and/ 
or land physical fitness 
and survival training to 
maintain strength and 
skill. Requirements are 
the same for men and 
women. 

FAMILY 

Williams also is 
a mother. She and 
husband,Asa, havethree 
sons: Boone, 6, in first 
grade; Redding, 5, in 

kindergarten, and Weston, 
1- in day care. They met 

Monday, October 28, 2013 MONDAY 
"What rescue swimmers have In common Is that we 

don't buckle under pressure and we don't quit.• 
AST! Jodi Williams 

Record-Eagle/Jan-Mich~ Stump· AST1 Jodi WIiiiams shares a laugh with Lt. Katie Pelkey during a training session with air crew members from U.S. Coast Guard Air Station Traverse City at the Grand Traverse Civic Center. 

::Air station's Jodi Williams is one of four women 
to save swimmers nationwide in Coast Guard 
She couldn't swim 
when she enlisted 
BY LORAINE ANDERSON 
landerson@record-eagle.com 

TRAVERSE CITY - Coast 
Guard ASTl Jodi Williams lost 
count of the number of swimming 
rescues she's done, but her first is 
still among the most memorable. 
It occurred about 2 a.m. during a 

2004 storm in the Channel Islands 

Nominees sought 
for Athena Award 
Athena Grand Traverse, part of a 
larger lnternatlonal awards pro
gram, bestows one Athena award 
each spring to someone In the 
region who has made paths for 
women to follow. Page 7 A 

off Los Angeles. Three men had run 
aground in a storm on rocks at the 
base of a cliff. 

As the helicopter hovered over 
the rescue site, Williams, then 21, 
looked down at the cold, dark sea. 
Whitecaps foamed in 15-foot waves. 
She clipped herself to the drop 
line. A down draft from the cliff 
prevented the chopper from setting 
her down next to the boat, so she 
was hoisted to an outcropping about 
15 yards away. 

She flashed her light toward the 
grounded boat and saw a big hole 

SEE RESCUE PAGE 7A 



• 

.• 'TRAVERSE CITY RECORD-EAGLE Monday, October 26, 2013 FROM PAGE ONE 

• 

• • 

{fa--v;,,, /'1/~ 

r~~ 
,'Vv~f~;~ 
f#'~ 

,Jvvx l~"60 

Record-Eagle/Jan-Michael Stump 

AST1 Jodi Williams, right, and AST3 Tom McArthur, left, work with Lt. Katie Pelkey on helicopter seat evacuation 
drills during a training session with air crew members from U.S. Coast Guard Air Station Traverse City Tuesday 
at the Grand Traverse Civic Center. 

RESCUE 
Williams blazing 

.trails with U.S. 
•• 
:.Coast Guard 
~'FROM PAGE 1A 

;!in its hull and the two 
:,brothers. One with a 
:_broken leg sat on the 
:wreck. 
- "That's when I had my 
' :;tTa-Da, Here Comes the 

· ...Coast Guard Moment' " 
5,he said. 

Williams resolutely 
strode to the boat, not 

;:Y,,atching her feet. She 
-stepped in a hole. 

in the Coast Guard when 
they were both stationed 
in Los Angeles in 2004 and 
married eight years ago. 
They moved to Traverse 
City in July from San 
Diego. 

Asa, a Coast Guard flight 
mechanic for six years, 
earned his bachelor's 
and master's teaching , 
degrees in San Diego. He 
is substitute K-5 school 
teacher, mostly in the 
Traverse City Area Public 
Schools. 

Juggling their work, 

don't dwell on it. 
Like many working 

mothers, Jodi said she 
feels pulled sometime 
by family and job 
responsibilities. 

"I know being a mom is 
the most important thing, 
but I also want to pull my 
own weight at war.IC," she 
said. "I'm lucky to.ba've a'· 
husband who likes being 
home with the baby. He's 
great with the kids and 
comfortable with them." 
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~r~ "And I fell flat on my 
~face, she said, laughing. 
" So much .for ta-da 
moments. 

Special to the Record-Eagle 

Coast Guard AST1 Jodi Williams during lifesaving 'practice drills in the Pacific 
Ocean in 2006 when she was stationed at Air Station Los Angeles. 

dad and mom schedules 
can be challenging, but 
they're used to team work, 
they said. 

Her hobbies and 
,interests have changed 
since having children. Her 
home life revolves around 
their school activities and 
soccer. She's currently 
making three Halloween 
turtle costumes for their 
boys. 

The men were brothers. 
They told her they and 
their father had washed 
off the boat in th e storm 
and waves pushed him 
into a nearby cave. She 
found and rescued the 
father after several tense 
moments. 

Williams, now 32, is 
one of four women in 
the Guard's 300 cadre of 
rescue swimmers at 23 
air stations around the 
nation. She also is one of 
the 12 rescue swimmers 
. serving at Coast Guard 
Air Station. 

"NO-QUIT FACTOR" 

Williams couldn't 
swim when she joined 

'the Coast Guard in 1999 
right after high school. 
Now in the 14th year of 
her Coast Guard career, 
she initially trained 
and served as a dental 
technician at Air Station 
Borinquen in Puerto 
Rico. 

Rescue swimming is 
one of the Coast Guard's 
most hazardous jobs. 
It involves helicopters, 
raging storms, heavy 
seas, ice-cold waters, 
floating debris, 
.sometimes combative 
and frightened survivors, 
and unfriendly drug 
runners who dump 
their illegal cargo when 
they spot a Coast Guard 
vessel. 

Williams is an avid 
jogger and pal'ticipated 
in many races while 
stationed in Puerto Rico 
and met many ASTs, 
or aviation survival 
technicians. Several 
asked if she ever had 
considered AST and 
rescue swimming 
training. Others 
suggested that she apply. 

The dentist she worked 
with had a friend who 
offered to teach her 
swimming basics during 
lunch breaks and after 
work every day for two 
weeks. 

She also had a two
a-halfyear wait for an 
opening in the training 
program. 

Becoming a rescue 
swimmer is no easy task 
even for good swimmers. 
It is considered an 
elite Coast Guard's 
program with the most 
challenging physical 
fitness standards of all 
U.S . military services. 
Men and women trainees 
ha.veto meet the same 
physical requirements. 
About 75 rescue 
swimmers are trained 
a year. Fewer than half 
make it. 

Though Williams 
initially couldn't swim, 
she knew she met other 
important requirements 
for the job. She was 
comfortable in the 

Special to the Record-Eagle 

Jodi and Asa with their sons, from left: Redding, 
L Boone and newborn Wes in Jodi's arms. 

water. She could keep 
a cool head-in stressful-. 
situations. She is not a 
quitter. 

In fact, if you ask her 
what it takes to be a 
rescue swimmer, she 
answers with four words: 
"The No-Quit Factor." 

"I'm a firm believer 
that it's a mind thing," 
she said. "What they're 
looking for is a mental 
toughness. There's no 
one thing that makes a 
good rescue swimmer . 
We're all different. What 
rescue swimmers have in 
common is that we don't 
buckle under pressure 
and we don't quit." 

Her year-and-half 
of training included 
four months of airman 
training, six months 
airman duty, four months 
in aviation survival 
technicians training, 
plus an intensive four
weeks of emergency 
medical technician 
training. 

NOW 

Today, ASTl Jodi 
Williams is one of the 
12 rescue swimmers at 
Air Station Traverse 
City who serve as one of 
four members on the of 
helicopter rescue crews. 
The other three members 
are the pilot, co-pilot and 
flight technician: 

The 12 rescue 
swimmers at Air Station 
Traverse City have 
several duties. They 
are part of four-person 
crews, and when not 
flying they inspect, 
maintain and repair 
rescue, survival and EMT 
medical equipment on 
the choppers . 

They also continue 
intensive water and/ 
or land physical fitness 
and survival training to 
maintain strength and 
skill. Requirements are 
the same for men and 
women. 

FAMILY 

Williams also is 
a mother. She and 
husband, Asa, have three 
sons: Boone, 6, in first 
grade; Redding, 5, in 

kindergarten, and Weston, 
1 . in day care. They met 

She and Asa talk 
occasionally about the 
dangers of her job but 

• 

Monday, October 28, 2013 MONDAY 
"What rescue swimmers have in common is that we 

don't buckle under pressure and we don't quit." 

AST! Jodi Williams 

Record-Eag le/Jan-Michae l Stump 

AST1 Jodi Williams shares a laugh with Lt. Katie Pelkey during a training session with air crew members from · 
U.S. Coast Guard Air Station Traverse City at the Grand Traverse Civic Center. 

::Air station's Jodi Williams is one of four women 
to save swimmers nationwide in Coast Guard 
She couldn't swim 
when she enlisted 
BY LORAINE ANDERSON 
landerson@record-eagle.com 

TRAVERSE CITY - Coast 
Guard ASTlJodi Williams lost 
count of the number of swimming 
rescues she's done, but her first is 
still among the most memorable. 

It occurred about 2 a.m. during a 
2004 storm in the Channel Islands 

. -• 

Nominees sought 
for Athena Award 
Athena Grand Traverse, part of a 
larger International awards pro
gram, bestows one Athena award 
each spring to someone In the 
region who has made paths for 
women to follow. Page 7 A 

off Los Angeles. Three men had run 
aground in a storm on rocks at the 
base of a cliff. 

As the helicopter hovered over 
the rescue site, Williams, then 21, 
looked down at the cold, dark sea. 
Whitecaps foamed in 15-foot waves. 
She clipped herself to the drop 
line. A down draft from the cliff 
prevented the chopper from setting 
her down next to the boat, so she 
was hoisted to an outcropping about 
15 yards away. 

She flashed her light toward the 
grounded boat and saw a big hole 

SEE RESCUE PAGE 7A 
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Record-Eag le/Jan-Michael Stump 

AST1 Jodi Williams, right, and AST3 Tom McArthur, left, work with Lt. Katie Pelkey on helicopter seat evacuation 
drills during a training session with air crew members from U.S. Coast Guard Air Station Traverse City Tuesday 
at the Grand Traverse Civic Center. 

RESCUE 
Williams blazing 

.trails with U.S. .. 
:.Coast Guard 
~ 

~'FROM PAGE lA 

• ::_in its hull and the two 
·:brothers. One with a 
: broken leg sat on the 
:,wreck. 
"' "That's when I had my 
'i.Ta-Da, Here Comes the 
~oast Guard Moment' " 

.. She said. 
Williams resolutely 

strode to the boat, not 
·-watching her feet. She 
,:·stepped in a hole. 

in the Coast Guard when 
they were both stationed 
in Los Angeles in 2004 and 
married eight years ago. 
They moved to Traverse 
City in July from San 
Diego. 

Asa, a Coast Guard flight 
mechanic for six years, 
earned his bachelor's , 
and master's teaching 
degrees in San Diego. He 
is substitute K-5 school 
teacher, mostly in the 
Traverse City Area Public 
Schools. 

Juggling their work,' 

don't dwell on it. 
Like many working 

mothers, Jodi said she 
feels pulled sometinie 
by family and job 
responsibilities. 

"I know being a mom is 
the most important thing, 
but I also want to pull my 
own weight at work,'~ she ' · 
said. "I'm lucky to have a 
husband who likes being 
home with the baby. He's 
great with the kids and 
comfortable with them." 

:.~ "And I fell flat on my 
"'face, she said, laughing. 
" So much for ta-da 
moments. 

Special to the Record -Eagle 

Coast Guard AST1 Jodi Williams during lifesaving practice drills in the Pactfic 
Ocean in 2006 when she was stationed at Air Station Los Angeles. 

dad and mom schedules 
can be challenging, but 
they're used to team work, 
they said. 

Her hobbies and 
interests have changed 
since having children. Her 
home life revolves around 
their school activities and 
soccer. She 's currently 
making three Halloween 
turtle costumes for their 
boys. 

The men were brothers . 
They told her they and 
their father had Wa5hed 
off the boat in the storm 
and waves pushed him 
into a nearby cave. She 
found and rescued the 
father after several tense 
moments. 

Williams, now 32, is 
one of four women in 
the Guard's 300 cadre of 
rescue swimmers at 23 
air stations around the 
nation. She also is one of 
the 12 rescue swimmers 
serving at Coast Guard 
Air Station. 

"NO-QUIT FACTOR" 

Williams couldn't 
swim when she joined 
the Coast Guard in 1999 
right after high school. 
Now in the 14th year of 
her Coast Guard career, 
she initially trained 
and served as a dental 
technician at Air Station 
Borinquen in Puerto 
Rico. 

Rescue swimming is 
one of the Coast Guard's 
most hazardous jobs. 
It involves helicopters, 
raging storms, heavy 
seas, ice-cold waters, 
floating debris, 
.sometimes combative 
and frightened survivors, 
and unfriendly drug 
runners who dump 
their illegal cargo when 
they spot a Coast Guard 
vessel. 

Williams is an avid 
jogger and participated 
in many races while 
stationed in Puerto Rico 
and met many ASTs, 
or aviation survival 
technicians. Several 
asked if she ever had 
considered AST and 
rescue swimming 
training. Others 
suggested that she apply. 

The dentist she worked 
with had a friend who 
offered to teach her 
swimming basics during 
lunch breaks and after 
work every day for two 
weeks. 

She also had a two
a-halfyear wait for an 
opening in the training 
program. 

Becoming a rescue 
swimmer is no easy task 
even for good swimmers. 
It is considered an 
elite Coast Guard's 
program with the most 
challenging physical 
fitness standards of all 
U.S. military services. 
M~n and women trainees 
have to meet the same 
physical requirements. 
About 75 rescue 
swimmers are trained 
a year. Fewer than half 
make it. 

Though Williams 
initially couldn't swim, 
she knew she met other 
important requirements 
for the job. She was 
comfortable in the 

Special to the Record-Eagle 

Jodi and Asa with their sons, from left: Redding, 
L Boone and newborn Wes in Jodi's arms. 

water. She could keep 
a cool head-in stressful-
situations. She is not a 
quitter. 

In fact, if you ask her 
what it takes to be a 
rescue swimmer, she 
answers with four words: 
"The No-Quit Factor." 

"I'm a firm believer 
that it's a mind thing," 
she said. "What they're 
looking for is a mental 
toughness. There's no 
one thing that makes a 
good rescue swimmer. 
We're all different. What 
rescue swimmers have in 
common is that we don't 
buckle under pressure 
and we don't quit." 

Her year-and-half 
of training included 
four months of airman 
training, six months 
airman duty, four months 
in aviation survival 
technicians training, 
plus an intensive four
weeks of emergency 
medical technician 
training. 

NOW 

Today, AS Tl Jodi 
Williams is one of the 
12 rescue swimmers at 
Air Station Traverse 
City who serve as one of 
four members on the of 
helicopter rescue crews. 
The other three members 
are the pilot, co-pilot and 
flight technician: 

The 12 rescue 
swimmers at Air Station 
Traverse City have 
several duties. They 
are part of four-person 
crews, and when not 
flying they inspect, 
maintain and repair 
rescue, survival and EMT 
medical equipment on 
the choppers . 

They also continue 
intensive water and/ 
or land physical fitness 
and survival training to 
maintain strength and 
skill. Requirements are 
the same for men and 
women. 

FAMILY 

Williams also is 
a mother. She and 
husband,Asa,havethree 
sons: Boone, 6, in first 
grade; Redding, 5, in 

kindergarten, and Weston, 
C in-day care. They met 

She and Asa talk 
occasionally about the 
dangers of her job but 

Monday, October 28, 2013 MONDAY 
"What rescue swimmers have in common is that we 

don't buckle under pressure and we don't quit.• 

AST! Jodi Wtlliams 

Record-Eag le/Jan-Michael Stump' 
AST1 Jodi Williams shares a laugh with Lt. Katie Pelkey during a training session with air crew members from 
U.S. Coast Guard Air Station Traverse City at the Grand Traverse Civic Center. 

==Air station's Jodi Williams is one of four women 
to save swimmers nationwide in Coast Guard 
She couldn't swim 
when she enlisted 
BY LORAINE ANDERSON 
landerson@record-eagle.com 

TRAVERSE CITY - Coast 
Guard ASTl Jodi Williams lost 
count of the number of swimming 
rescues she's done, but her first is 
still among the most memorable. 

It occurred about 2 a .m. during a 
2004 storm in the Channel Islands 

.- · 

Nominees sought 
for Athena Award 

• Athena Grand Traverse, part of a 
larger international awards pro
gram, bestows one Athena award 
each spring to someone in the 
region who has made paths for 
women to follow. Page 7A 

off Los Angeles. Three men had run 
aground in a storm on rocks at the 
base of a cliff. 

As the helicopter hovered over 
the rescue site, Williams, then 21, 
looked down at the cold, dark sea. 
Whitecaps foamed in 15-foot waves . 
She clipped herself to the drop 
line. A down draft from the cliff 
prevented the chopper from setting 
her down next to the boat, so she 
was hoisted to an outcropping about 
15 yards away. 

She flashed her light toward the 
grounded boat and saw a big hole 

SEE RESCUE PAGE 7 A 
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Retirement of 
AMTCM Jeffr,ey C. Waite 

September 19th
, 2014 

• 



ROSTER 

CD R Wilfred H. Shaw 
Commanding Officer 

LCDR Benjamin K. Schaeffer 
Executive Officer 

LCDR Lawrence R. Montali 

LCDR Stephen D. Csintyan 

LT William N. Zensen 

LT Wade A. Johnson 

LT John R. Huddleston 

LT JG Donald 8. Wittschiebe 

ENS James D. Stiles 

ENS Jeffrey V. Millquist 

CW0-3 Gerald W. Hayes 

ADCP L. 0. Simpson 
ATC A. C. Eckerberg 
AMCP A. A. Palmer 
AD1 D. M. Barber 
ASM1 R. L. Yeaton 
AT1 C. W. Dickman 
AE1 M.A. Baker 
SK1 D. K. Kruschke 
AD2 0. S. Benefiel 
AD2 A. F. Fuerst 
AT2 J. W. Warner 
AE2 D. A. Kalec 

SAG. A. Jarman 

AM2 W. S. Hanley 
YN2 G. J. Stasny 
SKJ H. D. Bassett 
ADJ R. C. Crowder 
ADJ T. J. Heydecker 
AT3 J.M. Koniowsky 
AM3 J. R. Rinehart 
AM3 N. R. Shultz 
ANAT T. R. Behn 
ANAE J. K. Dodson 
AN D. _L. Pyper 
SA J. A. Harris 

The Coast Guard's appreciation is extended to the following organ
izations for their cooperation in this ceremony: 

U. S. Coast Guard Auxiliary Division XXII 
Sikorsky Aircraft Division of United Aircraft Corporation 
Chicago Council of the Navy League of the United States 

•• •• 

U. S. COAST GUARD 

AIR STATION 
CHICAGO, ILL. 
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Release No., 

U.S. COAST GUARD 
AIR STATION 

CHICAGO 

TWENTIETH ANNIVERSARY 

15 MARCH 1989 

COAST GUARD 
NEWS 

Contact. LT. LAWRENCE c. GOE'B 13121 657-2145 
Date JULY 6, 1989 
Time of Release 

NAS GLENVIEW, IL 

COAST GUARD AIR STATION CHICAGO WILL PLACE ITS TWO NEW H--65 AEROSPATIALE 

OOLPHIN RESCUE HELICOPTERS INTO SERVICE ON FRIDAY, 7 JULY . THE NEW 

AIRCRAFT WILL REPLACE THE H-52 SEAGUARD HELICOPTERS WHICH HAVE PROVIDED 

SEARCH AND RESCUE SERVICE TO THE AREA SINCE 1969. THE H-52 SEAGUARDS 

WILL BE RETIRED FROM SERVICE. 

THE TWIN ENGINE H- 65 DOLPHINS WILL FLY COMFORTABLY AT 150 KNOTS FOR THREE 

HOURS. ITS PRIMARY MISSIONOF SEARCH AND RESCUE WILL BE ENHANCED GREATLY 

BY BOTH ITS SPEED AND SOPHISTICATED COMPUTERIZED FLIGHT/NAVIGATION SYSTEMS. 

THE DOLPHIN IS CAPABLE OF AUTOMATICALLY FLYING PRE- PROGRAMMED SEARCH 

PATTERNS , FREEING THE PILOTS TO CONCENTRATE ON SIGHTING THE SEARCH TARGET. 

ITS CAPABILITY OF AUTOMATICALLY FLYING TO A PREDETERMINED POINT AND 

STABILIZING ITSELF IN A HOVER OVER THAT POINT IS AN IMPORTANT SAFETY 

FEATURE IN DARKNESS DR INCLEMENT WEATHER. 

THE RESCUE CREWS FROM THE AIR STATION LOOK FORWARD TO SUPPORTING THE 

CHICAGO AREA SEARCH AND RESCUE MISSION WITH THEIR NEW AND MORE CAPABLE 

RESCUE HELICOPTERS. 

MEDIA ARE INVITED TO VISIT THE AIR STATION BY APPOINTMENT. 

Release No.: 
Contact· 

COAST GUARD 
f\l EV\/S 

1-89 
LT LARRY GOEB (312) 657-2145 

NAS GLENVIEW, IL 

Date, 09 FEBRUARY 1989 
Time of Release: 

COAST GUARD AIR STATION CHICAGO TOOK DELIVERY OF THE FIRST OF THREE 

AEROSPATIALE DOLPHIN HELICOPTERS TO BE ASSIGNED TO THE STATION REPLACING ITS 

AGING SIKORSKY HH-52A SEAGUARDS . 

THE TWIN ENGI NE DOLPHIN (P.H-65A) WILL FLY COMFORTABLY AT 150 KNOTS FOR THREE 

HOURS. ITS PRIMARY MI SSIOJ·l OF SEARCH AND RESCU E WI LL BE ENHANCED GREATLY BY 

BOTH I TS S PEED AND SOPH I ::':,TICATED COMPU TERIZED FLIG HT/NAVIGATION SYSTEMS. THE 

DOLPHIN I S CAP ABLE OF AU TOMJ1TI CALLY FLYING PRE-PROGRAMNED SEARCH PATTERNS , 

FREEING THE PI LOTS TO COH CEl/TRATE ON SIGHTING THE SEARCH TARGET . ITS 

CAPABILITY OF AUTOMATIC AL LY Fl,YIHG TO A PRE-DETERMINED POINT AND STA BILIZI NG 

ITSELF IN A 50 FOOT HOVER OVER TH AT POIN T IS AN I MPORTAlff SAFETY FEATURE I N 

DARKNESS OR INCLEMENT WEATHER . 

THE GLENVIEW UNIT WILL BEGIN TRANSITIONING TO THE NEW DOLPHINS IN JUNE OF 1985 

AND WILL BECOME f1JLLY OPERATIONAL WITH THE NEW AIRCRAFT BY AUGUST . THE UNIT 

PLANS TO CONTINUE SEARCH AND RESCUE " SRVICES WITH THE HH-52A SEA.GUARDS 

CURRENTLY ASSIGNED UNTIL THAT DATE . 

J 
' . 



USCG AIR STATION CHICAGO 

Wednesday, 15 March 1989 marks the 20th anniversary of 
USCG Air Station Chicago. The Air Station was dedicated on 
15 March 1969 with two Sikorsky HH52A "Sea Guard" 
helicopters and 36 personnel assigned. Air Station Chicago has 
provided the southern Lake Michigan area with rapid response 
to maritime and inland distress calls 24 hours a day for two 
decades. 

During the past 20 years, Air Station Chicago has flown 
over two thousand search and rescue cases saving several 
hundred lives. In addition to search and rescue, the station's 
missions have included pollution patrols, flood relief, ice 
reconnaissance, aids to navigation, law enforcement, and 
various cooperative efforts with other federal agencies as well 
as local fire and police departments. 

Air Station Chicago, in June, will begin transitioning to its 
next generation of rescue helicopter. Three Aerospatiale 
HH65A "Dolphin" helicopters will replace the aging HH52A 
"Sea Guards" and will introduce "state-of-the-art" computer 
technology and increased speed to the search and rescue 
mission. 

With pride in its past and the technology of the future, U.S. 
Coast Guard Air Station Chicago is eager to take on the 
challenges of its third decade of service. 

C~· <O! l (£ -61) 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

Arrival of Official Party 

Presentation of Colors 

National Anthem 

Posting of Colors 

Invocation 
LT Peter Bauer 

Chaplain Corps, USNR 

Commanding Officer's Opening Remarks 
CDRJ.M. McKernan,Jr. 

Distinguished Guests' Remarks 

Commanding Officer's Closing Remarks 

Benediction 

Retiring of Colors 

* * * * 
Reception immediately following ceremony 

~ ,,,. ·~,c, ·~ 
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Re lease No. 

COAST GUARD 
NEWS 

Contact. LT. LAWRENCE c. GOEB 1312) 657- 2145 

Date, JULY 6, 1989 
Time of Release 

NAS GLENVIEW, IL 

COAST GUARD AIR STAT!Cl'J CHICAGO WILL PLACE ITS TWO NEW 1+-65 AEROSPATIALE 

DOLPHIN RESCUE HELICOPTERS INTO SERVICE ON FRIDAY, 7 JULY. THE NEW 

AIRCRAFT WILL REPLACE THE H-52 SEAGUARD HELICOPTERS WHICH HAVE PROVIDED 

SEARCH AND RESCUE SERVICE TO THE AREA SINCE 1969. THE H-52 SEAGUARDS 

WILL BE RETIRED FROM SERVICE. 

THE TWIN ENGINE H-65 DOLPHINS WILL FLY COMFORTABLY AT 150 KNOTS FOR THREE 

HOURS. ITS PRIMARY MISSIONOF SEARCH AND RESCUE WILL BE ENHANCED GREATLY 

BY BOTH ITS SPEED AND SOPHISTICATED COMPUTERIZED FLIGHT/NAVIGATI~ SYSTEMS. 

THE DOLPHIN IS CAPABLE OF AUTOMATICALLY FLYING PRE-PROGRAMMED SEARCH 

PATTERNS, FREEING THE PILOTS TO CONCENTRATE ON SIGHTING THE SEARCH TARGET. 

ITS CAPABILI TY OF AUTOMATICALLY FLYING TO A PREDETERMINED POINT AND 

STABILIZING ITSELF IN A HOVER OVER THAT POINT IS AN IMPORTANT SAFETY 

FEATURE IN DARKNESS OR INCLEMENT WEATHER. 

• 

THE RESCUE CREWS FROM THE AIR STAT!~ LOOK FORWARD TO SUPPORTING THE 

CHICAGO AREA SEARCH AND RESCUE MISSION WITH THEIR NEW AND MORE CAPABLE 

RESCUE HELICOPTERS. 

MEDIA ARE INVITED TO VISIT THE AIR STATION BY APPOINTMENT. 

Release No.: 
Contact 

~ 

COAST GUARD 
NEWS 

1-89 
LT LARRY GOEB (312) 657-2145 

NAS GLENVIEW, IL 

Date, 09 FEBRUARY 1989 
Time of Release 

COAST GUARD AIR STATION CHICAGO TOOK DELIVERY OF THE FIRST OF THREE 

AEROSPATIALE DOLPHIN HELICOPTERS TO BE ASSIGNED TO THE STATION REPLACING ITS 

AGING SIKORSKY HH-52A SEAGUARDS. 

THE TWIN ENGINE DOLPHIN (HH-65A) WILL FLY COMFORTABLY AT 150 KNOTS FOR THREE 

HOURS. ITS PRIMARY MI SSI OM OF SEkRCH AND RESCUE WILL BE ENHANCED GREATLY BY 

BOTH ITS SPEED AND SOPHISTI CATED COMPUTERIZED FLIGHT/NAVIGATION SYSTEMS. THE 

DOLPHIN IS CAPABLE OF AU TO MATI CALLY FLY ING PRE-PROGRAMMED SEARCH PATTERHS, 

FREEING THE PILOTS TO CONCEN TRATE ON SIGHTING THE SEARCH TARGET, ITS 

CAPABILITY OF AUTOMATI CALLY FLYING TO A PRE-DETERMINED POINT AND STABILI ZING 

ITSELF IN A 50 FOOT HOVER OVER THAT POINT IS AN IMPORTAlJT SAFETY FEATU RE IN 

DARKNESS OR INCLEMENT WEATHER. 

THE GLENVIEW UNIT WILL BEGIN TRANSITIONING TO THE NEW DOLPHINS IN JUNE OF 198S 

AND WILL BECOME FULLY OPERATIONAL WITH THE NEW AIRCRAIT BY AUGUST . THE UNIT 

PLANS TO CONTINUE SEARCH AND RESCUE " BRVICES WI TH THE HH-52A SEAGUARDS 

CURRENTLY ASSIGNED UNTIL THAT DATE . 

J 
T 

• COAsr 

• 

• 



CG-4 5 41 (6-67) 

Release No. 005-78 

COAST GUARD 
NEWS 

Contact : Public Affairs Officer 

Date: 20 January 1978 
Time of Release: 

US Coast Guard 
Glenview, Ill. 
312-657-2145 

Ai r St ation 
60026 

¥..EMORIAL R~CREATION COURT DEDICATED 

On January 2oth, 1977, a r outine ice patrol turnc.>d into disaster as a Coaf't Guard 

helicopter crashed into the icy water5 of the Illinoie river , killing all four 

occupants. On the first anniversary of thf: crash, the pilot, LTJG Frederick 

i.,1. CaeMr, USN and crewman Petty Officer John B. John~on, USCG, who weJ·e 

assigned t o Coa5t r.uard Air St ation Chicago, were memorialized i n a 

ceremony dedicating a multi-purpose recreation court to t heir memory. 

Presenting a, bronze plaque , which will be displayed at the entrance to t h~ 

multi-purpo5e court, located aboard t he station, were t he President of t he 

Glenview eouncil of the Navy League, Mr. Ho~rd Marshall and his Executive 

Vice Pr~ sident, Nr. Carl B. Johnson. Receiving the plaque and officially marking 

the dedication were representqtives of the per~onnel assigned t o the /Jt.R .SJJ1-0CrAJ. 

, and the eommandi ng Officer, Commander J. M. Myers . 

Released by: ____________ _ 

" 

... 

CG-4541 (6-67) 

Release No., 
Contact : LT KING 

COAST GUARD 
NEWS 

Date, 25 APRIL 1980 
Time of Release, 

COAST GUARD AJR STATION CHICAGO PERFORMED ANOTHER SMOKE STACK RESCUE 

Coast Guard HH 52A 1460 with a crew consisting of: 

LCDR Frank M. Readinger Aircraft Commander 
LT Steve Ziomek Co Pilot 
ATl Michael K. Holland SAR Ai rcrewman 

made the rescue_ i~ ~ilwauk~e, Hisconsin. Nineteen year old Juan Reyes 
of Sheboygan, W1 1nJured his ankle while working atop a 200 foot high smokestack 
and was unable to get down. Despite the poor weather conditions of aver 
low ~vercast, only one mile visibility, and snow showers, the helo with y 
LT Z1omek at the controls, maneuvered in close and hoisted Reyes by rescue 
basket ope~ated by ~Tl Holland and once safely aboard , transported him to a 
local hospital. A fireman who had earlier climbed up the stack to rescue 
Reyes was also hoisted off. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF II THE MI L\.JAUKEE SENT I NEL" 
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The Gr_and Rapids PresDECTJQN 
SUNDAY, JUNE 15, 1975 ~ B Editorials 

Opinions 

Observers on ;The Goat' Scan Water Below ·· 

Capt. Bernard Hoyland Is at the Controls HU-l 6E Albatross Cruises at 140 Knots 

Coast Guard Monitors Lake 
Pollution, Erosion 

By Bob Burns Upon receipt of the air patrol's report, 

TRAVERSE CITY - If the weather is 
another ca11 goes to the captain of the port. 
Affidavits are taken from all crew mem-

agreeable, the U.S. Coast Guard contingent hers and filed in the case record. 
here flies three to five missions a week. A formal report of the incident is filed the 

From the air the Guardmen monitor following tfay. In other words, a lot of paper 
coastal erosion, factory and air pollution work is involved. 
and such shipping waste as oil and iarbage. The patrol is funded through the Marine The missions are called Marine nviron-
mental Protection flights. and Environmental Protection prof am 

Two patrols cover Lake Michigan, two 
with headquarters in Washington, D. . Air 
stations·are funded through the district. 

check Lake S~rior and two more handle Not long ago, Capt. Ho~and took John L. Lake Huron. e Canadians also assist in 
the environmental and shoreline project by Russell, a reelan:/ tographer from 

Traverse City, abo for a tour. Russell scouting Lakes Erie and 0ntano and the went on Lake Michigan No. l Patrol, which United States helgs them by covering 
Thunder Bay and eorgian Bay on alter- took two days to complete due to a 
nate weeks. malfunctioning hydraulic line, and then he 

Capt. Bernard Hoyland, the commander 
went on the Lake Superior tour. 

of the 9th District Coast Guard base here, After tDking a series of tctur-
said these flights have been going on for ers, Russell took notes. The ollow-
several years and are considered to be ing are his comments: 
effective. "I arrived here threeyearsa~o," 
he said, "and I'd say the program oes "One of_ the first things I noticed was 
what it is supposed to do. Capt. Hor,:nd checking the weather re-

"There's no question that the main ports for ke Michigan No. 1 Patrol. The 
source of pollution is people. The Coast weather report was ideal so we boarded 
Guard wants to be seen and noticed by 'The Goat,' a twin-enfned Grumman air-
polluters and potential polluters because craft 7247 which was uilt in 1952. 

we feel it will reduce the amount. "After the co-pilot, Lt. Tom Ross, carried 
"The program will be stepped up in July his camera and flight gear aboard, we took 

or A~t as we are going to get a third off. 
airer t for the patrols. In May, we spent 74 "Lake Michifan Patrol No. 1 usually flies 
flight hours out of 135 on environmental down the shore ine to Gary and back up the 
flights in the HU-16E Albatross. " lake and home. 

Capt. Hoyland said about three ·•Anyway, we are airborne and I see the 

complaints a week are filed by the Vista Man6r sul:xlivision in Traverse City. 
'' Next, I notice the Twin Lakes 4-H Camp. Coast Guard. 

I like the shadows of the trees from this 
"A lot of pollution is just floatin~ angle. 

around," he said, "and we can't do muc "Soon; the plane is over Honor, about that. But when a complaint is filed, 
then Beu1ah and Frankfort. then it goes through various degrees of 

litigation. Often, fines are assessed. Some "Over frankiort, I see what looks like 
are stiff. either a coa! or limestone carrier. Can't tell 

''For example, it depends on who's doing for sure. I remember at this point that some 
what. It's not unusual for the big commer- people say coal-burning shipsalniost never 
cial operators to be fined about $1,000 for pollute. 
pollutmg.'' "We pass over Arcadia and go on to 

When on a patrol, the pilot must assess Manistee,· where the power plant in the 
the situation. If pollution is found, he harbor is checked for pollution. None is 
establishes communication with the local seen. Again, I think about oil and oil 
Coast Guard station. by-products and how they put a sheen on the 

The situation then is documented through water. 
crew descriptions, photographs, location "Shortly word comes back to us that the 
and time. plane has" to go back to Traverse City. 

If the source can't be indentified or if a Trouble with the ~draulic line. On the way 
cleanup isn't necessary, they continue on back we fly over ompsonville and see the 
the patrol. fish hatcheries. Then we land. We'll try 

But if it's serious, action is taken. tomorrow." 

Then the ship is located on Channel 16, Russell came back the following day and 
which is the international distress and although there had been some rain, "The 
calling frequency for VHF-FM. Goat" was wheeled out of the hanger after 

The captain of the ship is asked if he 
the hydraulic line was fixed. As for the 
weather, C'tfit. Hoyland said it was good 

notices the slick or debris, sim~y because enough for ying. 
the captain is responsible for w at the ship "We are airborne again. This time we fly dumps. 

The f:ition of the ship is fixed in the 
over Interlachen. The brilliant green of the 
golf course is beautiful _and there are a lot 

ship's og as well as the plane's. Then the on tennis courts. Golf and tenni<; tum out to 
plane contacts the nearest Coast Guard be tood conversation items with members 
station and the captain of the riirt will send oft e crew. 
out a boat tocollectsamteso the pollution 

'We also pass over Point Betsie if within a reasonable istance. 

Prosecution is handled through in Benzie County, 

the marine safety officer in the "Not far from Ludington, the City of 
area. Midland, which is the C&O car ferry, looks 

From Sky 
attractive in its fresh coat of paint. 

"In Ludington Harbor, we spot another 
car ferry, the Badger. Stickiniupoutofthe 
ground is an abandoned light ouse, below 
Luclington. ' 

"No waste or pollution is seen in Mus-
kegon Harbor. The car ferries in No. 11 are 
Grand Trunk ships, apparently abandoned. 

''Next we see a limestone or coal carrier 
heading for Muskegon. 

"I notice the patch work of the 'fields 
below. Again, I think of the historical 
significance. Exactly 200 hears a~, sur-
veyors were sent out into w at wast en the 
Northwest Territory to plot 36 one-mile-
square tracts of land into townships so 
settlers would find exactly where they were 
to go and settle. 

"Soon, we ore over Windmill 
Island in· Holland. What a clean 
town! It has a lot of tennis courts, 
too. 

"Also, we see the man{ attempts to 
reinforce the shoreline of La e Michigan. It 
occurs to us that thousands and thousands 
of dollars have been s\:nt on the battle. 
There's a long stairs tot beach, but much 
of it has been washed away. And there's one 
house that is ready to fall into the lake. 
Tires and machinery line many of the cliffs. 

"The ftlane now is over the Benton 
Harbor- t. Joe area. I wonder if that's a 
nuclear plant? The pilot and co-pilot think it 
is. 

"Farther down the shoreline, more em-
bankment has collapsed with tre'es and part 
of a house in the water. Bulldozers are 
nearby, apparently ready to reinforce the 
shore. 

"Before we arrive over Gary, AD2 Bob 
Parker points out a ship coming out of that 
Indiana steel center. It's time to have 
something to eat and I enjoy my box lunch, 
especially when the captain is the pilot. 

"Now AE Randy lee, another 
observer, views the shipping out 
the aft starboard window. 

"More s_hiptng. A U.S. Steel carrier is 
sighted and ilge water, a muddy, ore-
stained color, is being pwnped out of the 
ship. 

"The}. say oil or waste is discharr:1 from 
ships w en the watches change. T ~atrol 
varies its patterns and time sched es for 
obvious reasons. 

"When a shi~ is circled so it can be 
checked niore c osely, it usuallf radios all 
other ships and warns them o He Coast 
Guard's 'presence. 

"About 30 miles off the coast of Wisconsin 
we see the Spartan, another C&O mrferry. 
The lake is very calm. 

"At this point, we see three B-52sflying at 
2,000 feet.' Gad, they sure stir up the 
atmosphere! 1 

"As we pass near Beaver Islanl, a h~e 
oil slick is spotted. It must be 200 Bet wi e 
and a mile long, but no ships 3' in the 
vicinity. 

"Soon the Big Mac (Mackinac Bridge) 
comes into view. What a beautifulgeation ! 
Also see Fort Michilimackinac, St Ignace 
and the Boyne Highlands 

Taconite Tailings That Are Dumped Into Lake Superior at Silver Bay, Minn. 

No Pollution Seen at Penn-Dixie (Portland) Cement Plant Near Petoskey 

Steamship Robert C. Norton Pumps Bilge Water Near Duluth 

"Harbor Springs - . clean 
p'lace. A pretty sight i:a sailboat in 
Little T reverse Bay off Petoskey, 
On to Petoskey. 

"The Penn-Dixie (Portland) Cement 
plant in Petoskey - there is no visible 
water pollution. 

"On the way back to Traverse City, we 
pass over Big Rock Point and Charlevoix. 
Finally, we land." 

A little more than two weeks later, 
Russell boarded another Albatross, 
No. 7236' with Capt. Hoyland again at the 
controls, for the Lake Superior No. 1 run. 

"One of the first things I see," Russell 
notes, "is ~lk R?.pids. And then Walloon 
Lake. 

"It isn't long before we notice a 
rail spur northeast of Manistique. 
"On this flight is . Bruce Richards, a 

Michigan ·state University agricultural 
extension agent and biologist. He wears a 
gunner's belt so he won't get sucked out the 
rear hatch. Also on board are observers 
AM3 David Czarnecki and ADl David 
Sprague. 

"Just north of Manistique we spot a bald 
eagle abotit 300 feet below us. We are flying 
at 800 feet. 

"Flying northwest over the Upper Penin
sula, we approach the Hol.lW}ton-Hancock 
area and we went right up tJie portage and 
over Michigan Tech. 

"Finally, over Lake Superior we spot a 
Huron CeriJ.ent ship off the Apostles Islands 
and we see another ship off Duluth. This 
ship was dumping a foul-looking, ore
stamed water into the lake. But ore-stained 
water isn't considered a pollutant. 

"Then we see a loaded U.S. Steel ore 
carrier he"ading out of Duluth, It is riding 
real low. 

"Over the Silver Bay, Minn., 
Reserve Mining Co., we look at the 
controversial taconite tailings 
being dumped into the emerald
green waters of Lake Superior. 

"More ships are seen near Taconite 
Harbor and then we see the Stewart J. Cort, 
the largest ship on the Great Lakes. It's 
l ,(XXHeet long and 150 feet wide. It is loaded 
and off Silver Bay. What a thrill to see this 
legendary ship! 

"We also see the Presque Isle, a distinc
tive GreafLakes ship, rounding Keweenaw 
Point for White Fish Bay. 

'· A fishing tug is spotted from our altitude 
of 800 feet"and it appears real small. 

"Soon, we are home after a 71i2-hour, 
1,300-mile trip. It is very hot and tiring and 
we are all glad to be home. 

''But like theLakeMichiganNc. lPatrol, 
no formal complaints had to be filed by the 
crew." 



Guardians 
of the reat 

Lt. j.g. Gabe Somma and Lt. j.g. Jerad Glover practice going over the flight 
checklist. Pilots drill constantly to master the many different settings of 300-plus 
switches and dials. The HH-65A "Dolphin" helicopter is . almost 100 
percent digital. 

I
t takes a "small city" 
to raise.the five HH-
65 A "Dolphin" heli

copters at the U.S. Coast 
Guard Air Station in 
Traverse City. 

Each fligh~hour 
requires mol e than 33 
man hours of support, 
said Lt. j.g. Gabe Somma, 
public affairs officer. 

Guard mission in north
ern Michigan and else
where around the Great 
Lakes region. 

"We have our own pub
lic works and food ser
vices departments, _our 
own wood, metal and 
electronic shops, a sup
ply department, 
exchange, and medical 

and dental clin-"The people 
doing the sup
port are the 
real heroes 
and stars," he 
said. "Without 
them we 

STORY A,'ID 
PHOTOS BY 
DOUGLAS 
TESNER 

ics," Somma 
said. 

The station's 
primary mis
sions are winter 

would not be able to 
accomplish our mis- 1 

sion." 
About 135 men and 

women are assigned to 
the Traverse City station 
- 28 are officers and 26 
of them fly. 

The air station and its 
choppers support nearly 
every modern Coast 

and spring 
domestic ice patrols, 
search and rescue, navi
gation aid, and marine 
environmental response. 
Training also consumes 
a large amount of time. 

In 2004, the air station 
performed 217 search
and-rescues, saving 24 
lives, and 32 medical 
evacuations. 

Left, Petty Officer 3rd Class Danny Perez assembles tie-down rings used on the helicopters. Preventive and 
regular maintenance is a key to safety. Above left, Petty Officer 3rd Class Keith Bastman, left, and Petty Officer 

es 

1st Class Bryan Oavies check the jet engine of a helicopter. They are trying to locate a minOr fuel leak after the 
engine was changed. Above right, Petty Officer 2nd Class Lee Pecue and Seaman Mike Bonifas serve lunch to / 
shipmates in the enlisted dining hall. 

Photo by Airman 1st Class Ash/9y c"""""' 

Coast Guard Aviation Survival Tech. Dace Coombs prepares to survey flooded 
areas of North Dakota for stranded people. More than 40-Coost Guard mem ~ 
bers ore on stand-by here and available for rescue missions if needed. 

• 
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By Patrick Sullivan 

Orange, usually the color of caution, is 
the color of comfort for those who enjoy 
Northern Michigan skies and inland seas. 

Patrolling lakes Michigan, Superior, and 
Huron, U.S. Coast Guard pilots - or "Coas
ties" - fly their orange rescue helicopters 
'round the clock, year-round. 

A familiar sight since I 946, Traverse 
City's orange angels are as much a part of the 
area as cherries, dunes, and the crystaline 
waters they protect. 

The Coast Guard story goes much deep
er - and wider - than its coastline helicopter 
patrol, however. 

A DEEP HISTORY 
As home for one of the ninth district's 

air stations, Traverse City is also one of two 
Coast Guard Cities in Michigan, and one of 
16 nationwide. 

The airbase itself dates to 1941, when 
two aircraft carriers sailed Lake Michigan. 
The Navy used the base during World War 
II so that pilots could practice difficult land
ings. 

After 1945, the Navy left and the next 
year the Coast Guard - itself established by 
the U.S. Government in 1915 - moved in. 

At first, a single plane flew from the base; 
the patrol expanded to Albatross sea planes. 
Eventually those gave way to helicopters. 
Now, the aircraft fly out of a 50,000-sq.-ft. 
hangar that was constructed in 1980. 
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Of the base's 26 officers, 24 are pilots. Of 
the I 06 enlisted personnel, 65 are "aircraft 
types;' the people who maintain and make 
up the crew of a helicopter, said Sean Cross, 
commander of the US Coast Guard Air 
Station Traverse City. 

There are five Dolphin helicopters as
signed to Traverse City, a fleet that's in the 
process of being upgraded. Each of the Dol
phins come with an $8 million pricetag. 

The helicopters fly with a crew of four 
people: the pilot, the co-pilot, a flight me
chanic and a rescue swimmer. 

By law, the Coast Guard has 11 missions, 
which range from coastal security, drug inter
diction, aids to navigation, ice operations, and 
perhaps its most visible, search and rescue. 

SEARCH AND RESCUE 
The Coast Guard's reputation as depend 

able is well-deserved. Several search-and
rescue missions have kept scores of sailors 
and pilots from perishing. 

In 1961, H-19 helicopters assisted in 
the evacuation of the crew of the Francisco 
Morazan, an operation that lasted four days 
in continuous gale conditions. 

Crews also rescued 25 survivors of the 
collision between the Cedarville and the 
Topdalsfjord in 1965, and 19 survivors 
from the fire aboard the Canadian freighter 
Cartiercliffe Hall in 1979. 

In July 1987, a sudden storm produced 
winds nearing 100 mph, resulting in 32 
separate missions. Following another violent 
storm in September 1988, nine distress calls 
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were received within two minutes. Rescue 
efforts resulted in saving two persons cling
ing to a capsized sailboat in Lake Michigan. 

In November of the same year, an HH-
3F flying at night successfully located a 
downed aircraft near Marquette, Mich. in a 
thick, fog -covered forest. All six aboard the 
plane survived the ordeal. 

DEADLY CLOUDS AND OTHER HAZARDS 
Of all things - 100 m.p.h. gales, 40-ft. 

swells, and onboard fires included - winter
time clouds are the biggest challenge faced 
by crews out of Traverse City. 

"Our aircraft doesn't have any ability to 
go into the clouds during the winter - we 
will ice up," said Cross. 

That means crews either have to find 
clear air or fly under the clouds. 

The challenge of operating out of Tra 
verse City any time of the year is com
pounded by the territory the station is 
supposed to cover, Cross said. lt includes 
Lake Michigan, Lake Superior, and the 
upper half of Lake Huron. 

The geography of the region poses spe
cial problems for the rescue crews because 
they often must travel across land. There is 
much less to worry about when flying a heli
copter over water. 

"Most Coast Guard air stations, you take 
off from the runway and you're over water at 
the ocean and you don't really have to worry 
about things like towers and other obstruc
tions and hazards to flight," Cross said. "Up 
here, we do." 

Take a recent call to a downed aircraft 
near Duluth, Minn. The flight crew spent 
most of the 305-mile, three-hour trip flying 
over the Upper Peninsula. 

"Seventy percent of that transit is over 
land, over rising terrain:' he said. "Even 
going to Lake Huron, or portions of Lake 
Michigan, we're trying to get back over 
the water." 

'MIDDLE OF JANUARY IN A STORM' 
Traveling across all of that land when 

you can't go into the clouds in the winter 
means you have to get creative. 

'Ibat's why Northern Michigan residents 
are accustomed to seeing the orange Coast 
Guard aircraft flying the same routes over 
Grand Traverse Bay or along road corridors 
like M-72 in Leelanau County. 

"As we're flying west, we've got some road 
systems that we follow to get back out to the 
beach:' Cross said. "Up north, we're obvious 
ly going to get out over the bay .. A couple 
of places along the Upper Peninsula we've 
got some railroad tracks and things that we 
kind of follow:' 

It's important that the pilots know those 
routes cold, Cross said. 

"We run those routes throughout the 
year and throughout the summer to make 
sure we're familiar with them, familiar with 
where the obstacles are, and things like that;' 
he said. "It's so when we have to do it in the 
middle of the night, in the middle of January 
in a snowstorm, that w_e know what we're do
ing and where we're goinf' 

0 

0 

0 
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.Aircrew from TC 
rescues burn victims 

TRAVERSE CITY -A U.S. 
Coast Guard aircrew from 
Traverse City hoisted two 
men burned in a boiler 
accident while on board a 
freighter on Lake Superior. 

The Coast Guard aircrew 
responded Sunday morn-
ing to the SS Kay E. Barker 
freighter near Whitefish 
Point. A 67-year-old man 
and a 42-year-old man, crew 
members on board the 
freighter, were hoisted from 
the freighter after suffering 
burns to the hands, neck and 
face in a boiler accident. 
The names of the injured 
men were not released. 

The Coast Guard aircrew 
took the men to Sault Ste. 
Marie where emergency 
personnel were waiting. 

Release 

,!ir S1111ion 1im •e1:~e City, Mich . 
lJ.5. Coast Guard 

U.S. Department of 
Homeland Sacurity 

United States 
Coast Guard 

Date: November 51
h, 2006 

Contact: LTJG Jeremy Loeb 

(231) 922-8273 

COAST GUARD MED EV ACS BURNED MARINER FROM VESSEL 

TRAVERSE CITY, Mich. - At 9: 17 AM an aircrew from Air Station Traverse City hoisted 2 burned 

crew members from the SS KAY E. BARKER on Lake Superior in vicinity of Whitefish Point. 

Coasl Guard Seclor Sault Ste. Marie was notified by the SS KAY E. BARKER they had 

experienced a boiler accident onboard and 2 crewmembers had sustained severe 2nd and 3rd degree 

bums to the hands, neck and face. They requested a MED EV AC and at 7:30 AM Air Station 

Traverse City was launched and successfully completed the MED EV AC by delivering the two 

patients at 9:55 AM to awaiting EMS at Sanderson Field in Sault Ste. Marie, MI. 

For pictures, video and more information on this story, please contact the Public Affairs Officer at Air Station Traverse 

C ity, LTJG Jeremy Loeb. During non-business hours, please contact the duty desk at 231-922-8212. 
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CAPT Dave ThrOOP 
andina officer . 

comm .~ Traverse City 
CG Air Stat1on ad 

. Access Ro 
l l 75 Airport Ml 49686 
Traverse City, 

. . orts of the crew of AC 

CAP• woop: . . I the outst,ndmg efu l{ARBOR. Lale last 

Dear our sincere aµprec1auon o::.d our MV BURN~ r orting an ill crew 

\ am writing to e~p:e: a medical emergency a:m the master of th~ shl? d:sory Systems, the 

6530 in respondm~?~06 we received a_ cal\ fr hysician from Medtc~~ie At this ti.me the boat 

night, October 3 \, -ft 'consultation w1th a ?h ital as soon as posst . e some pretty nastYd 
d that a er th man to a osp . ,-,-..nno to esca? 9 feet an 

member an d. rected to get e f Lake Supenor "J --o k ts seas to l 

captain had beden al~ng the north shore o for gales, winds to 40 no , 

eastboun ed eather was 
was h 'The forecast w h·rn to make a run 
weat er• rs d t allow 1 as 

occasional snow showe . manY oµt1ons as the wea:~e::~~ :~er some disc::~~:nt~:en 

Toe captain did not have: \he Coast Guard w~ small boat was out ?f t:e: disµatched to 

for any of the nearbY p:el ~as not an option andAir Station Traverse C~~e vessel, lowered a 

agreed. di.v~rti.ng ~~u:e~elicopter and cre~b:i~\ 00 the hehcopterd ~:~ him to the hospital in 

the cond1ttons. . rPnorts that at a . t took rum off an 

1 Toe captain ""r- k e the patien , 
the vesse . assess and µac ag d . g much better. \ an 
rescue swimrnehr tow as treated.. He is now o1n . but this was trU y. 
Duluth where e ese kinds of m1ss1?ns, Tc cay we aµ?reciate 

train and pre-pare fo: th 'O be awful cond.it~ons. oR Matt Mohrm~~ 

We are sure you guz: ...,:screw ur-,der wh~t ··~~ the crew of 6~_,Q_ LC ur behalf, for their 

e}:.traordin2,..~ effort v 'j ~:a.erstatement. Ple:e ~erg; AST2 Matt }hgh, on o 

their efforts is a gross Af.112 Shaun Van en 

LT Jeremy Ande~on; d bravery \ast night. 
s\<i\l, professionalism an 

Sincerely, v.~ 
I Bassett . 

Noe - . 0µerauons 
Vice president -

11,f A C I( I N 
Is1,ANtc 

Cliff 
plunge 
llljures 
teen Release 

COAST cu 
ARD AIRL 

TR,,\ VERs IFTs 19 YEA. 

U
A,;- Station T,-a,h, 

SC ,.,:v,.,o, 
· · O:ist Gu:ird y; Mich. 

U.s. Dep;,rtmen 
Hometsfl(J Secu!;; 
United Sta 
Coast Gua::S 

Date· A 
. ugust 22, 2006 

off of Ma E CITY, Mich R OLD MALE 
ckmaw Island at. -An aircrew fro . OFF MACKJN 

The t 12:40 am. this m Air Station T A. W ISLAND 
eenag morn· raver c· 

the teen to Her sustained a sev 1ng. se ity airlifted a 19 

N arbors . ere head · • Year Jd 
Orthem M· Pnn1rs A • 1f1Jury ati 

O male 
. JChig H o .ri.Irport h ter fall i 

continues to i an ostpital in p ' w ere he Was t ng 60 feet dow . 
mprove d etosky A ransfemx/ n a cl1ff. Th 

an he wjJJ be tran~fer;;~:ding to hospit~~ ~;;v.:aiting ~mbu~a::w transported 
ut of the lntens. 1c1a/s, the teen 's e and taken to 

Ive Care Unit r condition 
omorrow. 

BY SHERI McWHIRTER 
sherimcwhirter@hotmail.com 

MACKINAC ISLAND -An 
investigation is under way 
on Mackinac Island after a 
Missouri teenager fell from 
a 50-foot cliff and suffered a 
severe head injury. 

Rescuers were called to 
the scene just after 11 p.m. 
Tuesday when Jason An
thony Giraudy, 19, of Bruns
wick, Mo., was found lying 
on Lake Shore Drive on the 
western side ofthe island. 

"He was found on the 
roadway. He was quickly 
bundled up and taken to 
the medical center," said 
Chief Bill Lenaghan, of the 
island's police department. 

Giraudy was airlifted 
to the mainland by a U.S. 
Coast Guard helicopter 
from Traverse City. He was 
then taken by ambulance to 
Northern Michigan Hospital 
in Petoskey. 

The teenager's medical 
condition is improving and 
he remains in stable condi
tion, said Barbara Allen, 
hospital public affairs of
ficer. 

No witnesses came for
ward to speak with au
thorities and alcohol use is 
suspected as a factor in the 
incident, Lenaghan said. 

Police are investigating 
why Giraudy was on the cliff 
in the first place. No acci
dents of this nature have oc
curred here before, officials 
said. 

MACKINAC . "GA TX corpor11liO!I . l7 \6) 635-0220 
A SubsidWY of 716

) 635-0222 • fJ\X. . 

Family members in cen
tral Missouri were notifed 
on Wednesday of the teenag
er's fall . 
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Boys on 
raft are 
rescued 
in Straits 

. 1 New '{ork 
ad , Willia insv1I c, 

BY PATRICK SULLIVAN 
psullivan@record-eagle.com 

TRAVERSE CITY - As 
the sun set over Lake Mi chi
gan, Jacob White and Alex 
Thomason left their camp
site at Emmet County's 
Wi1derness State Park and 
waded in for a swim, their 
yellow-and-blue trampoline 
rafl. in tow. 

The Friday evening swim 
nearly turned tragic afte r 
a strong current and gusty 
wind pulled the boys far 
into the lake and sent them 
drifting about eight miles, 
into the Straits of Mackinac , 
and perilously close to a 
shipping lane between Lake 
Michigan and Lake Huron. 

Shivering and desper-
ate to be found, White, 13, 
and Thomason, 12, both of 
Grand Blanc, were plucked 
from the raft several hours 
late r and hoi sted into a 
rescue helicopter about 
two or three miles from the 
Mackinac Bridge, U.S. Coast 
Guard Lt. Gabe Somma said. 

They had clung to the 
roughly 10-foot diameter 
raft, but neither boy had a 
life preserver, Somma said. 

The boys were flown to 
Pellston Regional Airport 
and then taken to Northern 

PLEASE SEE PAGE 9A 
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BOYS 
Two are rescued 
after raft drifts 
into Straits area 
FROM PAGE 1A 

Michigan Hospital where 
they were treated for mild 
hypothermia, state police 
said. 

White and Thomason were 
staying with their families at 
the state park campground 
north of Cross Village. The 
Record-Eagle was unable to 
reach them or their families 
for comment. 

Officer Jeannie Bennett, 
' of the state Department of 
Natural Resources, said the 

' families were in good shape 
Saturday and had left the 
campground to spend the 
day at Blissfest, a folk music 
festival in Emmet County. 

"Everybody's doing fine 
and everything went well," 
Bennett said. 

Somma, who was aboard 
the helicopter that left the 
Traverse City air station at 
around midnight, said the 
raft was spotted at around 3 
a.m. on the last pass the crew 
planned before they were 
to head back to Pellston for 
more fuel. He said the chop
per turned, leveled out and 

the raft was spotted bobbing 
in the water. 

"Obviously, they were as 
excited as we were," he said. 
"They were waiving their 
arms and you could see the 
smiles on their faces." 

Somma said the wind blew 
at around 25 knots to the 
northeast and churned two
to three-foot waves. 

At first the conditions were 
good for the search because 
moonlight illuminated the 
lake surface, but as the early 

' morning dragged on, the 
moonlight dimmed and the 
lake became harder to see, 
he said. The crew relied on 
night vision goggles to see 
what they could. 

Freighters traveling 

FROM PAGE ONE 

through the Straits were 
alerted to keep a lookout for 
the raft, and the ships turned 
on search lights, he said. 

"The kids said they saw the 
(freighters) go right by, they 
just never saw them," Somma 
said. 

The boys also spotted the 
helicopter several times be
fore anyone on the helicopter 
spotted them, he said. 

The search also involved 
numerous police and res
cue agencies who searched 
from land, as well as a Coast 
Guard ship. 

Sgt. David Hart of the state 
police Gaylord post said the 
boys were fortunate to be 
spotted. 

"They were out far enough 

where they couldn't see any
thing and no one could see 
them," Hart said. 

White and Thomason told 
Somma they were tempted to 
abandon the raft and attempt 
to swim to shore - a decision 
that could have been fatal 
because it would have been 
harder to spot them and they 
probably underestimated 
how far they were from land. 

Somma said he's been out 
of flight school for two years 
and has flown on 40 missions, 
but this is the first real suc
cess he's experienced. Some 
searches were false alarms, 
sometimes people were 
saved before he arrived, and 
in some cases people were 
lost. 

The victim is a seasonal 
employee on the island and 
works in the freight section 
for Mackinac Island Car
riage Co. He was not on duty 
at"the time of the accident, a 
company official said. 



December 22, 20 I 6 

Commanding Officer 
CDR Greg Matyas 
Air Station Traverse City 
l 175 Airport Access 
Traverse City, Ml 49649 

Dear Commander Matyas, 

I wish to sincerely thank USCG Air Station Traverse City for allocating resources while 

scheduling Fond du Lac, Wisconsin 's first USCG flyover ever during the 75th Anniversary of 

Pearl Harbor Day Commemoration at American Legion Post 75 on December 7, 2016. 

Please see hrtp ://fox 1 I on Ii ne.com/news/local/fox-cities/ remembering-pearl-harbor-i n-fond-du-

1 ac, http;// www _ f d l. com/ deta i Is/ event/? 5th-Anni versarv -of. Pearl-Harbor-Remembrance-

Oa v / decem ber -7-2016/, and http: //www. f dlreporter.com/story/news.- 20 I 6/12/07/fdl-american

legion-honor-pearl-harbort95043060/ for wonderful stories where you can see that the Dolphin 

highlighted this nationally historic event and brought visibility to our event held in Fond du Lac, 

WI. 

Please thank your Maintenance and Operations Departments for facilitating aircraft and crew 

availability. I am genuinely thankful that I had the honor of working with your superlative Public 

Affairs Officer, LT Katie Pelkey, in scheduling this historic flyover in support of the 75th 

Anniversary of Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day. I am grateful for the multiple pass flyover 

conducted by LT Caleb Peacock (Aircraft Commander), LT Nick Vlasak (Co-pilot), and AMT3 

Jarrod Reed (Flight Mechanic). Please thank all involved in making this flyover happen. 

I wish you and all of your staff a safe and Happy Holiday Season! Thank you again! 

v~ Respectfully, 

#~ 
Ron Roen 
LCDR, USN Ret. 
13309 S.26th Avenue 
Bellevue, NE 68123 
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Dog days of summer 
Red Wings players 
ready to leave warm 
weather behind, 

combined for 323 games and 100 
points over the last two seasons 
wearing the Winged ~eel -
visited the U.S. Coast Guard Sta
tion in Traverse City. 

HONORABLE MENTIONS 
ASTI Eric Biehn 
COAST GUARD AIR STATION TRAVERSE CITY 

get to playing 
BY JAMES COOK 

jcook@record-eag!e.com 

TRAVERSE CITY - It's not 

Glendening and Sheahan were 
the main attraction for those 
gathered for their tour of the fa
cility, but the pair of Wings play
ers were just as interested in 
meeting Cherry Capital Airport's 
famous canine, Piper, who was at 
the hangar to greet them. often a pair of Detroit Red Wings 

players go somewhere and aren't 
the biggest deal in the room. 

That was quite possibly the 
case Wednesday when Wings 
centers Luke Glendening and 
Riley Sheahan - who have 

"I don't think we were (the big
gest celebs there)," Glendening 
said. "I'm a pretty big dog guy, so 
I was pretty excited to see him. " 

SEE DAYS PAGE 2B 

Record-Eagle/Tessa Lighty 

Detroit Red Wings' Riley Sheahan, right, clim bs into a helicopter 
to join teammate Luke Glendening during a tour of the U.S. Coast 
Guard "-ir Station Traverse City on Wednesday. 

Flying high with Wings and Wheels 
BY PHYLLIS SIDES 
Journal Times 

RACINE-Today is the last day of 
Racine's Experimental Aircraft Association 
Chapter 838 second annual Wmgs and 
Wheels Weekend at Batten International 

Myers 

Airport. This weekend 
was a great opportuni

ty for area residents 
to learn more about 

flying, airplanes 
and the chapter's 

other activities, 
said event chainnan Steve 
Myers. He spoke with The 
Journal Tunes about the 
event and EAA Chapter 
838's goals. 

What is Wings & 
Wheels'? 

It is an event sponsored 
by Racine's EM Chapter 
838. It features a wide 
variety of airplanes, auto
mobiles, motorcycles, rec• 
reational vehicles, trucks 

and all things mechanical. It is formatted 
to offer families and enthusiasts in south
eastern W1SConsin, northern Illinois and 
surrounding areas a low cost opportunity 
to have direct and personal contact with: 
■ Military and civilian airplanes plus pi• 

lots, air crew members and aircraft 
homebuilders. 
■ Provide a showcase for classic, custom 

and collector motor cars, hot rods, re-

From Page 13A 

and aviation related careers. In 
2003, our chapter sponsored an 
Aviation Career Day. Held at 
the CATI facility in Sturtevant, 
the event featured a NASA as
tronaut, a lady Ph.D. physicist, 
an airline captain, an aerospace 
engineer and a lady Midwest 
Airlines executive. 

stored vintage autos, motorcycles, trucks, 
ATVs and RVs and their owners, collectors, 
restorers and dealers. 
■ Also provide opportunity for Racine

area automobile, motorcycle and ATV 
dealers to showcase a variety of new 

IF You Go 
What: Second 

annual Racine Wings 
and Wheels Weekend. 
Sponsored by 
Experimental Aircraft 
Association Chapter 
838. 
Where: John H. 

Batten International 
Airport, 3333 N. Green 
Bay Road 
When: Through 

today, 8 a.m, to 4 p.m. 
Cost: $5 per person 

or $15 per car load. 

vehicles. 
Wmgs& 

Wheels is also 
designed to 
educate area 
residents, es
pecially young
sters and stu
dents, about 
airplalles, he
licopters, cars, 
motorcycles, 
trucks and 
all things me
chanical. And, 
Wmgsand 
Wheels is an 
event oriented 
to provide af. 
fordable fun 
and entertain• 
ment for visi

tors of all ages. Admission is only $5 per 
person or $15 per car. 

How and why did it begin'? 
One of the missions of EM Chapter 838 

is to stimulate interest and hands-on par
ticipation in flying, flying related activities 

More on WINGS, Page 15A 

GREGORY SHAVER Journal Times 
U.S. Coast Guard Senior Chief Petty Officer 
Rich Schultz puts a ntght helmet onto Nicholas 
Kaja, 4, of New Berlin, Saturday afternoon as 
Kaja visits the U.S. Coast Guard HH-65 Search 
and Rescue Helicopter during the second an
nual Racine Wings and Wheels at John H. Bat
ten International Airport. 

are giving presentations on the 
history and contributions those 
planes have made to world avia• 
tion achievements and lore. 

And, by the way, during the 

than wedo. 
We also lag far behind India, 

and a host of other smaller 
emerging nations, in engineer
ing graduates. It can be argued 
that the United States will lose 
its edge as a produ~ of high• 
tech products if we don't inspire 
more ~erican kids to pursue a 
high•tech education. STATE OF MICHIG AN 

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

LANSING 

Assignment: Aviation survival 
technician at Coast Guard Air 
Station Traverse Ci1y, Mich. 
Personal: Married with one 
ch ild. Coast Guard 91h District 
Petty Officer of the Year for 
2QQ4, 

........ 
! ~ 

\ J 
. "'C"•G•~ . 

Eric Biehn remembers the rescue as if it were 
yesterday. 

A father and his two children, fishing from a 
jetty near Coos Bay, Ore. , became stranded by 
the rising tide. Heavy surf made a ground rescue 
impossible. It was up to Biehn to save them. 

"It's the only case I've ever ... had involving 
kids, and it sticks with me,~ Biehn said. 

The children and their dad have Biehn to 
thank for their lives, as do numerous fisherrnen, 
boaters and swimmers from the Pacific 
Northwest and Great Lakes. 

Biehn runs his air station's sunrival shop gear 
room, serves as his unit's health promotion coor
dinator and volunteers as a swim coach and fi t. 
ness trainer for fellow service members. 

His career goals include making master chief so 
he can broaden his leadership skills. 

Two hundred and forty high 
school students from Racine, 
Union Grove and Burlington 
attended. From this daylong 
program we learned that many 
of the kids were "turned on" by 
the experience and inspired to 
learn more about the require
ments and rewards that a tech
nically oriented education and 
career can bring, 

provide funds to help deserving 
and needy area students who 
wish to pursue a technically ori• 
ented, aerospace related educa
tion. Raising money for such a 
program proved to be difficult. 

We looked for a better way 
and finally settled on a "airplane 
and autos" event format that 
would an attract visitors with a 
wide range of interests and help 
us raise scholarship funds. We 
hoped it would work. Last year, 
2005, was our First Annual 
Wmgs & Wheels. It proved to 
be successful and we were able 
to put $10,000 into our Schol• 
arship Fund. 

2005/2006 academic year, 
Chapter 838 personnel gave 
similar presentations and train
ing sessions to over 500 Racine 
area school children. On top of 
that, in the last two years, BAA 
Chapter 838 pilots have given 
aircraft rides to 425 Racine area 
youngsters as part of our Young 
Eagles program. 

And, not to be overlooked, 
Wmgs & Wheels is also impor• 
tant because the "airplane-auto" 
formula is interesting and en
joyable. It attracts many local, 
out-of-town and out-of-state 
participants and visitors to 
Racine, reinforcing our reputa
tion as great place to go for a 
good time. 

KEITH CREAGH 
DIRECTOR 

U.S. Coast Guard 
member Joshua 
Tiader, left, 
Danica Patrick, 
Cmdr. David 
Throop and Lt. 
Greg Gedemer 
stand outside a 
helicopter at 
Indianapolis 
Speedway. 

EM Chapter 838 established 
a foundation in 2001 to raise 
funds for a chapter scholar
ship program that would link 
with our mission statement and 

We have 200-plus kids from 
Gilmore School at our EM 
Chapter right now learning 
about airplanes and how and 
why they fly. 

Pilots of the DC-3 and B-25 
aircraft who are participating in 
our Wmgs and \Vb.eels Weekend 

Why is Wings & Wheels 
important'? 

First, we hope it will help us 
stimulate the interest of area 
students to pursue a technical 
education. The United States 
is graduating fewer and fewer 
technically trained students ev
ery year. China now turns out 
approximately 10 times more 
engineering students each year 

Emhassy of the United S1a1es of America 

December 12, 2016 
CDR Gregory Matyas 
Co m manding Officer 

U SCG A ir Sta t ion Traverse City 

117 5 Airport A ccess Rd 
Traverse City, MI 49686 

Dear Co mmander Matyas: 

I had the pleasure of riding along with the aircrew of CG-65 11 for a fami liariz ation flight over 

the South of Hait i last week. I want to personally extend m y thanks to LCDR Franco, LT A rdan, 

and AET l Felsing for the ir outstanding professionalism and airmanship during this 
comprehensi ve ove rflight of Haiti . 

This was m y first opportun ity to witness the progress that our relief efforts hav e been making 

since Hurricane Matthew cut a de structive path through that part of Haiti. The ability to observe 
our emergency shelter program ' s e ffectiven e ss from the air was invaluable . While much 

progress has been made, it was clear that we still have work to do. Your wi llingne ss to support 

this overflight allowed m y staff and I to understand where our U.S. Government re lief e fforts 
need to go nex t. 

I know that it takes an entire team to make CG-6511 ' s deployment successful , so I extend m y 

gratitude to your whol e command fo r their support of thi s mission. As this was my first chance 

to ride in a Coast Guard helicopter, I feel confident that the standard for future flights has been 

set high by Air Station Traverse City! We look fo rward to hosting them in Haiti anytime . 

S ince re ly, 

Brian W. Shukan 

Deputy Chie f of Mission 

November 21 , 2016 

Commander Gregory Maryas 
United States Coast Guard Air Station Traverse Crty 
l 175 Airport Access Rd. 
Traverse C ity, MI 49686 

Dear Commander Matyas: 

On behalf of the Michigan Department of Natural Resources - Law Enforcement Division, I would like to 

extend our sincere thanks for the assistance recently provided by members from U_S Coast Guard Air 
St.ation Traverse City during the field operations at our Search and Rescue Training. The training 
conducted last month (October 16th thru I 81h

) m Escanaba was attended by 17 Michigan Conservation 

Officers stationed throughout the state. 

On Tuesday, October 18th
, the mstructors of the course from Emergency Response International Inc. 

conducted field exercises in the Upper Peninsula which tested each officer' s ability to search and locate 
m1ssmg persons in remote wooded envuonments . In addition, the officers were instructed in the proper 
techniques for ground to air communication and navigation. Each officer was also afforded the 
opportunity to perform directional vectoring of emergency aircraft to specific locations m a remote area 
of Delta County. 

The alf crew sent from Air Station Traverse City to participate in these exercises did an outstanding job in 
performing the maneuvers . The participation of the aircrew in the exercise greatly increased the realism 
and level of training for all of the officers involved. After completing the field exercises, Lt. Adam 
Moorehouse, Lt . John Walter and Flight Engineer Drew Cummings conducted an aircraft safety overview 
and lift demonstration at the Delta County Airport. The skill and professionalism these individuals 
demonstrated in front of our officers v.,as spectacular! Many of the officers commented to me afterwards 
at how informative and beneficial the presentation was for them. They also mentioned they now have a 
greater appreciation for the techniques required to work with rotary aircraft. 

In addition, I would also like to thank Lt. John Ardan who assisted in the planning and coordination for 
this training event. At your earliest convenience, would you please extend our sincere thanks to all of 
these individuals for a job well done? Without their assistance, the training provided to our officers last 
month would not have been possible. 

Sincerely, 

S ;;~ D , /1;-/'±~ 
Cpl. Steve Martin - M ichigan Conservation Officer 
Training & Employment Section 
Law Enforcement Div1s1on 
906-630-8078 
Martins91i michigan.gm 

CONSTITUTION HALL• 525 W EST ALLEGAN STREET • P.O. BOX 30028 • LANSING, M!CHlGAN 48909-7528 

Special to the Free Press 

State Coast Guard members 
IIand at Indy, meet Patrick 
I BY MIKE BRUDENELL in the race next Sunday." 

rna PR ESS SPORTS wRm R Throop's father, Howard, at-
tended the 500 back in the 
1960s and '70s, said his son. "I 
started listening to it later on 
the radio," recalled Throop. 
"My favorites were A.J. Foyt 
and Mario Andretti." 

INDIANAPOLIS - Talk 
about dropping in on Danica 
Patrick unexpectedly. 

U.S. Coast Guard members 
Cmdr. David Throop and Petty 
Officer Bobby Teal, who are 
stationed in Traverse City, 
landed their H65 Dolphin heli
copter at the Indianapolis Mo
tor Speedway on Friday eve
ning. The pair were invited to 
the speedway as part of today's 
Armed Forces Day ceremonies. 

Shortly after touching down, 
Throop and Teal spotted a 
woman driving a golf cart near 
Gasoline Ally. 

Throop flies· search-and-res
cue missions and has homeland 
security duties. He is responsi
ble for patrolling Lake Michi
gan, Lake Superior and the 
northern part of Lake Huron. 
He prides himself and his crew 
on being "Always Ready," the 
Coast Guard motto. 

"I was 99% certain it was 
Danica" Patrick, recalled 
Throop, 43, who had never been 
to Indy before. "I was right.'' 

Patrick, fourth in la~t year's 
Indy 500, caught sight of them 
too, "taking a detour and intro
ducing herself to the Coast 
Guard pair. 

"She was very gracious and 
friendly," said Throop, who 
grew up in Burton, near Flint. 
"We took photos with her. She 
hopped into the helicopter. She 1 

told us that flying was more 
dangerous than driving a race 
car. I don't know about that. 
She runs at more than 220 
m.p.h. The Dolphin has a top 
speed of around 180." 

Teal, 23, who was born in up
state New York, followed 
NASCAR before his chance 
meeting with Patrick. "I'm now 
a Danie~ fan and wish her well 

"We train hard to be ready 
for that stormy night, when we 
have to be at 100%," Throop 
said. 

Throop is to return to · Tra
verse City later today. 
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COMMEMORATION OF THE 50th ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE VIETNAM WAR 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

A PROCLAMATION 

As we observe the 50th anniversary of the Vietnam War, we reflect with solemn reverence upon the 
va lor of a generation that served with honor. We pay tribute to the more than 3 million servicemen and 
women who left their families to serve bravely, a world away from everything they knew and everyone 
they loved. From Ia Orang to Khe Sanh, from Hue to Saigon and countless villages in between, they 
pushed through jungles and rice paddies, heat and monsoon, fighting heroically to protect the ideals 
we hold dear as Americans. Through more than a decade of combat, over air, !and, and sea, these proud 
Americans upheld the highest traditions of our Armed Forces. 

As a grateful Na tion, we honor more than 58,000 patriots-their names etched in b lack granite-who 
sacrificed all they had and all they would ever know. We draw inspiration from the heroes who suffered 
unspeakably as prisoners of war, yet who returned home with their heads held high. We p ledge to keep 
fa ith with those who were wounded and still carry the scars of war, seen and unseen. With more than 
1,600 of our service members still among the missing, we pledge as a Nation to do everything in our 
power to bring these patriots home. ln the reflection of The Wall, we see the military family members 
and veterans who carry a pain that may never fode. May they find peace in knowing their loved ones 
endure, not only in medals and memories, but in the hearts of all Americans, who are forever grateful 
for their service, valor, and sacrifice. 

In recognition of a chapter in our Nation's history that must never be forgotten, let us renew our sacred 
commitment to those who answered our country's call in Vietnam and those who awaited their safe 
return. Beginning on Memorial Day 2012, the Federal Government will partner with local governments, 
private organizations, and communities across America to participate in the Commemoration of the 
50th Anniversary of the Vietnam War- a 13-year program to honor and give thanks to a generation of 
proud Americans who saw our country through one of the most challenging missions we have ever 
faced. While no words will ever be fully worthy of their service, nor any honor truly befitting their 
sacrifice, let us remember that it is never too late to pay tribute to the men and women who answered 
the call of duty with courage and valor. Let us renew our commitment to the fullest possible accounting 
for those who have not returned. 

Throughout this Commemoration, let us strive to live up to their example by showing our Vietnam 
veterans, their families, and all who have served the fullest respect and support of a grateful Nation. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of America, by virtue of 
the authority vested in me by the Constitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim 
May 28, 2012, through November 11, 2025, as the Commemoration of the 50th Anniversa ry of the 
Vietnam War. I call upon Federal, State, and local officials to honor our Vietnam veterans, our fallen, our 
woW1ded, those unaccounted for, our former prisoners of war, their families, and all who served with 
appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-fifth day of May, in the year of our 
Lord hvo thousand twelve, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred 
and thirty-sixth. 
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June 23, 2016 

AMVETS Post 46 
Box 319 
Beaver Island, Ml 49782 
231-448-3088 

CDR Gregory A Matyas 
USCG Air Station Traverse City 
1175 Airport Access Rd 
Traverse City, Ml 49686 

Dear Commander Matyas 

On behalf of AMVETS Post 46, the residents and visitors on Beaver Island we 
want to thank you for the fly-over by a crew from your Air Station this Memorial 
Day. 

As I mentioned in the write-up request Beaver Island has a rich history with the 
Coast Guard. The old Coast Guard station next to the lighthouse is now used by 
CMU as an aquatic research center. Coppens drive on your base is named after 
Jack C?ppens who served at the Beaver Island station and married my wife's 
mothers sister from Beaver Island, in fact we live in the house Mae Coppens was 
born 1n. 

I would also like to thank LT Katie Pelkey for her quick responses and professional 
manner exhibited with our request. 

If you are ever here please give me a call and I would consider it a pleasure to 
show you around. 

P.lease forward the enclosed photo to the crew and express our thanks for their 
flight. 

Sincerely Yours 

~0 \)L~ 

Robert Tidmore (231-448-3088) 
Commander Post 46 

Co1111111111ity Pri<le -18 Septe1nbe1·, !!006 

Joint training session involves BIEMS, Charlevoix County Sheriff's Department and U.S. Coast Guard 

(Above) Thanks to a $60,000 grant from the Grand Traverse Band of Chippewa and Ottawa Indians, the 
island has a new, 24-foot, search and rescue boat. Former Deputy Jim Campbell wrote the grant. The 
rescue boat was delivered by Under Sheriff Don Schneider and other deputies. (Right) On August 9, 
a joint training session between the U.S. Coast Guard, the Charlevoix County Sheriff's Department and 
Beaver Island EMS was held on the island. The group met for a classroom session and then headed out for 
some practical experience in and above the waters of Lake Michigan to practice rescue techniques. 

Photos by Steve-and Elaine West 
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March 17,2017 

Dear Coast Guard, 

My name is Isaac and I'm in 3rd grade at Glen Lake. Thank you for letting me come and 
see some cool stuff. 

I like when you set up the tables because you are very nice. Thank you for letting me in 

the basket and letting me pick up the gear for swimming in ice cold water. 

Thank you for saving our country and the USA for other people. 

{''rd h\ 
LO 9°'Y\ 

Sincerely, 
Isaac Halloway 

L 
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JACK BERGMAN 
1S1 o,srn>CT, MICl<IOAN 

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS' AFFAIRS 

COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES 

COMM ITTEE ON THE BUDGET 

(!Congress of tbc Wnitcb ~tatcs 
j!.Jouse ot l\epresentnlibes 
ffla!ilJington, Jlll( 20515- 2201 

Dear Air Station Traverse City, 

414 CANNON HOUSE OFFICE BUILOL 

W...-TOH, DC 20515 
12021225-4735 

TRAVlASEOTYOfflCE 

1396 Doum • ..s OAI\/E, SUITE 228 

TMVERSE em,, Ml 49698 

12311944-7633 

MAROUETIE OFflCE 

1500W W"5>1INGTOH StltEE"T. SUITI'. 2 

MAROUETTII, Ml 49855 

1906) 273--2227 

I commend you on your swift actions in a time of emergency. Because of your immediate 

response to a danger.ous situation on the Frankfurt pier, a man's life was saved. 

To the servicemen and women who work at the station, search and rescue missions come as an 

ordinary part of the job description. But the actions the Coast Guard regularly takes to provide 

and preserve water safety in Northern Michigan are truly extraordinary acts of heroism. I am 

proud to have the self~less men and women of Air Station Traverse City living in my district. 

Each of you consistently lives up to the promise of the Coast Guard to be Semper Paratus-

always ready. 

I thank you for your unwavering dedication to the safety of Michigan's 1
st 

district. It is with 

great pleasure that I affix my name to this letter and congratulate Air Station Traverse City on 

your heroic actions. 

Sincerely, 

Jack Bergman 

Member of Congress 
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LAW ENFORCEMENT 

Cab ride cut 
short ends 
in arrest 
Driver claims he 
witnessed man 
assault woman 
BY CAROL THOMPSON 
cthompson@record-eagle.com 

TRAVERSE CITY -A 
taxicab driver told au
thorities he witnessed a 
man assault his girlfriend 
in Traverse City. 

The driver kicked the 
man, 37 and the woman, 
32, out of his cab Friday at 
9:47 p.m. on the 800 block 
of East Eighth Street be
cause oftheir aggressive 
behavior, Traverse City po-

CITY 
City will 
defend Prop 3 

FROM PAGE 1A 

The state Zoning En-
abling Act says a local 
government can regulate 
land use by ordinance, 
Young said. But it doesn't 
expressly prohibit regu-
lating land use by other 
means, including a charter 
amendment. 

Young also cited an 
unpublished State Court 
of Appeals case where the 
judges ruled on another 
voter-initiated charter 
amendment. This one 
treated marijuana crimes 
in Grand Rapids as a civil 
infraction instead of a 
criminal offense. Kent 
County's prosecutor chat-
lenged it on the grounds 
that it conflicted with 
state law. 

Appeals court judges 
disagreed, opining that the 
amendment wasn't trying 
to legalize what by state 
law was illegal - county 
and state law enforcers 
could still enforce state 
drug laws in city limits, for 
example, Young said. 

He believes this applies 
to Traverse City's own 
oharter amendment - its 
proponents have cited 
the same case. However, a 

·--~- ' - ~ . 

lice Capt. Jim Bussell said. 
The driver told' officers 
he saw the man push the 
woman onto the ground 
after they left the cab. 

The man was also aggres
sive with officers, Bussell 
said. He was arrested on 
suspicion of resisting and 
obstructing arrest. 

Officers found the 
woman behind a nearby 
building. She was highly 
intoxicated and coui'd not 
articulate words, Bussell 
said. 

Officers called an am
bulance to take her to 
Munson Medical Center 
for treatment. 

a good-faith defense that 
can be raised," he said. 

Developer Tom McIntyre 
is challenging Traverse 
City's charter amendment, 
which requires a public 
vote before commission-
ers can approve any new 
construction taller than 60 
feet. He and partners with 
326 Land Company want to 
build a 100-foot-tall build-
ing on State Street. 

McIntyre said previously 
the vote requirement vio-
Iates state law and throws 
into limbo an already 
costly development that 
he and project partners 
are pursuing. 

Defenders of the char-
ter amendment dispute 
his assertions and have 
questioned the timing 
of McIntyre's suit- his 
attorneys filed a legal 
complaint on his behalf 
before 326 Land Company 
applied for a special land 
use permit. Thirteenth 
Circuit Court Judge 
Thomas Power will con-
sider issues of standing 
and ripeness at a JUiy 24 
hearing. 

Young said he likely will 
seek to raise the defenses 
that he believes apply in 
the case after the hearing. 
This amended response 
would take the place of 
one city Attorney Lauren 
Trible-Laucht initially 
filed; commissioners 
agreed in April to hire 
outside counsel after 
Power recommended as 
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• 
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Record-Eagle/Tessa Lighty 

Cmdr. Nathan Coulter walks to the stage during the U.S. Coast Guard Change of Command Ceremony at the 
Air Station In Traverse City on Monday. 

CHANGE "But it's hard not to have Coulter's family they'll foodie - he has memo-
fun here - I couldn't have also come to love Tra- rized all of the emergency 
asked for a better crew to verse City as they did procedures but also all of 

Coulter takes complete the mis'sion." Kodiak. 1 the menus of restaurants 
Matyas nicknamed Tra- "Summers are warmer in,Traverse City," she 

over U.S. Coast verse City "Pleasantville" and the winters colder," joked. 
as he and his wife Susie she joked. :; . , , ,. , .. ' ' · Coil:lter enters the 

Guard station Matyas had felt integr8.ted Ryan wanted to high- Traverse City Air Station 
into the community. light Matyas command in during~ time of change, 

FROM PAGE 1A "Traverse City is a car- three ways - member, which seems to keep fol-
ing, vet-friendly town. mariner and memory. She lowing him through his 

Cherry Festival Air Show, Traverse City is special - cited his work during the Coast Guard career, she 
I saw ~othing but profes- the summers are wonder- transition of the Dolphin said. 
sionalism," Coulter said. ful, the waters are pretty to Jay hawk helicopters, "He will lead this unit 

Matyas reflected on his clear and I didn't know I which will boost the range on to the next chapter," 
two-year term as com- could eat so many things and capability of the she said. 
mander, where he had with cherry," he said. air station to cover the Matyas had one piece of 
weathered the storm on "And this special crew in far reaches of the Great advice for Coulter: "Start 
Aug. 2, 2015 and oversaw this hangar - that's why Lakes;,as well as his dedi- your Traverse City bucket 
the transition from MH- its so hard to leave this cation to working closely list today and start check-
65D Dolphin to MH-60T place." with veterans, Gold Star ing things off tomorrow-
J ayhawk helicopters. Rear Admiral June E. Mothers of Michigan, it's going to fly by." 

"When the August storm Ryan of the Ninth Coast Daughters of the Ameri- Between 2015 and 2017, 
hit two years ago, I saw a Guard District, which can Revolution and the Air Station Traverse City 
selfless outreach from the encompasses the Great Mid-Michigan Honor responded to 295 search 
crew and the community Lakes and the St. Law- Flight. and rescues and saved or 
to come together," he said. rence Seaway assured "He's also quite the assisted in saving 54 lives. 

POSTS are evil, either by their helped make during his and stand your ground for 
actions or their lack of time in office, he said. your beliefs. I don't be-
action to prevent violence "I don't expect everyone lieve he has to represent 

Sieting: 'I owe by Islamic extremists. to see things the way I everybody." 
Sieting said the con- do," Sieting said. Sieting's role mandates 

nobody an tinning issue likely is Joyce Golden, a county he represent the entire 
the result of non-village resident, supported community, regardless 

apology' for posts residents' continuing Sieting and defended his of religion or skin color, 
attempts to kick him out right to post whatever he Anderson said. As village 
of office because they pleases to his personal president, his freedom 

FROM PAGE 1A oppose President Donald Facebook page. to speak on social media 
Trump and a sign on his "If you don't want to also has restrictions, she 

Sieting defended his Hotel Sieting asking citi- read it, get off of (his argued. 
Facebook posts, includ- zens to pray for Trump - Facebook page)," she "You don't have that 
ing the post he appears to a dispute that began said, supporting Sieting kind of benefit to speak 
have copied that calls for before his Facebook page though she acknowledged your mind on your social 
the killing of "every last began making headlines. she does not know him. media page when you're 
u,,.,1;""" OthP-p ole co_uld be "Fro,:,b~t t ected official," she 
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TALL BUILDINGS 

City will 
defend 
Prop 3 
Officials agree attorneys should 
defend charter amendment 
BY JORDAN lRAVIS 
jtravlsOrecord-eagle.com 

TRAVERSE CITY -A lawyer hired by city 

officials will defend Traverse City's charter 

amendment that requires voter approval for tall 
building projects. 

City commissioners voted unanimously Mon

day to direct Jim Young and Doug Van Essen to 
actively defend the city and themselves against 
a developer's legal challenge of the charter 
amendment. They did so after Young told them 

in closed session that he believes there's a solid 
defense against the challenge, Mayor Jim Car,. 

ruthers said. 
"Jim Young agreed that a good-faith defense 

exists, and he can vigorously defend the charter 

amendment, so that's how we're moving for
ward," Carruthers said. 

A good-faith defense is one based on state 
or case law, or resting on a logical extension 
of legal precedent, Young said previously. He 

and Van Essen told city city commissioners at a 
previous meeting that the city has a legal duty 

to defend the charter amendment, should such a 

defense exist. 
Michigan's constitution allows voters in a 

city to amend their own municipality's charter, 
Young said after the meeting. He cited a Michi

gan Supreme Court ruling stating that cities like 

Traverse City can exercise all powers not explic
itly denied to them. 

SEE CITY PAGE 2A 
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Cmdr. Nathan Coulter, left. helps Cmdr. Gregory Matyas with a pin after the U.S. Coast Guard. Change 

at the Air Station In TraverH City on Monday. Coulter relieved Matyas of his position at U.S. Coast Gu, 

Traverse City. 

Cmdr. Nathan Coulter takes over U.S. Coast Guard Air Stat 

BY ERIN SLOAN 
esloan@record-eagle.com 

TRAVERSE CITY - It has been 
a year of change for U.S. Coast 
Guard Air Station Traverse 

City - new helicopters, new crew 
members and now a new commander. 

Cmdr. Gregory Matyas handed com
mand of Air Station Traverse City to 
incoming Cmdr. Nathan Coulter on 

Monday during an on base ceremony 
inside a hangar, flanked by Coast 
Guard helicopters. 

Coulter, who was last stationed in 
Kodiak, Alaska, joked he had big 
shoes to fill after he heard of Matyas' 
accomplishments and time at the air 
station. 

"Greg and Susie, thank you for your 
hospitality - it's clear you two have 
immersed yourselves in the com-

munity," he said. "You'r 
better." 

Coulter was excited to 
move to Traverse City a: 
boasted as the "crown j , 

Coast Guard and its sta1 
Guard City USA. 

"I'm impressed with ti 
the Open Ramp and at t 

SEE CHA 

• 

•• 

• 

.... !' 

V:i'i:tft ..... 
I 

~ . 
• .. 

, 

~ 
• 

' 

' • • 
~. 


	2013-2017
	2013-2017-2
	2013-2017-2 1
	2013-2017-2 2
	2013-2017-2 3
	2013-2017-2 4
	2013-2017-2 5
	2013-2017-2 6
	2013-2017-2 7
	2013-2017-2 8
	2013-2017-2 9
	2013-2017-2 10
	2013-2017-2 11
	2013-2017-2 12
	2013-2017-2 13
	2013-2017-2 14
	2013-2017-2 15
	2013-2017-2 16
	2013-2017-2 17
	2013-2017-2 18
	2013-2017-2 19
	2013-2017-2 20
	2013-2017-2 21




