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Petty Officer TREES is cited for meritorious achievement in aerial flight on 03 March 2012 while assigned as the Precision Marksman 
onboard Coast Guard 6547, an MB-65C deployed aboard CGC NORTHLAND. 30 knot winds pushed wave heights in excess of eight ft, 
with minimal visibility and zero illumination due to a moonless night. Mindful of the risks, at 0330 he readied his weapons and departed 
aboard CG6547 into a black abyss as the ship heaved about at its maximum pitch and roll limits. Once aloft, he swiftly calibrated his 
infrared sensors and located the elusive suspect vessel mere minutes after departure. He recognized the fast, heavily laden boat equipped 
with three outboard engines as a classic go-fast. Careful not to lose contact, he further refined his sensors and discerned every detail 
while inspecting for weapons and verifying the specific criteria required to employ force. Upon authorization he remained calm as he 
meticulously armed himself with the M240B machine gun and .50 caliber sniper rifle. Acting as one with the pilot, he placed three 
stitches of tracer bullets across their bow to convey the order to stop. Immediately, the go-fast violently evaded by varying its course 
360 degrees and speed from 0 to 35 kts. The operators, apparently aware of the aircraft's limitations, continuously maneuvered 
underneath the aircraft and ran down swell to present a significant tail wind. In response, Petty Officer TREES and the pilot seamlessly 
choreographed their maneuvers and placed 11 rounds of disabling fire with succinct precision while flying backwards at 50 ft thus 
destroying all three engines. The 1.5 hour engagement stretched the helicopter's endurance as it landed at the maximum flight deck 
motion limit with only 20 minutes of fuel remaining, the absolute minimum. Petty Officer TREES' actions and skill were instrumental in 
the interdiction of 3,500 lbs of pure cocaine worth over $42 million and the arrest of four narco-terrorists. His courage, judgment, and 

devotion to duty are most heartily commended and are in keeping with the highest traditions of the United States Coast Guard.  


