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IF  THE DATE READS June 2015, PLEASE PAY AGAIN NOW TO REMAIN IN GOOD STANDING.  
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http://www.aoptero.org/htm/newmbr.html for the renewal application and current dues. 

 Sunny San Diego Selected as Next Roost Destination 

   Our 39th annual gathering honoring the CO, Ptero CAPT 

Jonathan S. Spaner, Aviator 3273, and the men and women of 

Sector/AirSta San Diego will be from 1-4 October! The Roost 

Committee Chairman, Life Ptero Frank A. Leamy, Jr., (P-

2820) Son of RADM Frank A. Leamy, aviator # 40, and his 

small but dedicated group of Pteros is planning a memorable 

Roost that will be in contention for the best gathering ever 

because of the location and all the interesting events planned. 

 

   The Roost dates were chosen to coincide with Fleet Week so 

we can visit the huge air show they have every year. Who can 

resist watching the Blue Angels? A trip to the USS Midway 

Aircraft Carrier Museum is planned and other events too nu-

merous to mention at this early date. 

 

   Please see page seven for hotel information and registration 

details. See what the hotel has to offer at their website:  

http://www.sheratonsandiegohotel.com/ 
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Taps 
    We regret to report that the following members have recently logged their last 

flight: 

Malcolm R. Smith, 1189,  11/27/14 

Irene Baker (spouse of Ptero Joseph Baker, 2511),  10/29/14 

Joan White (spouse of Ptero William White, 756),  12/8/14 

Kay Toulouse (spouse of Ptero George Toulouse, Deceased),  12/__/14 

Robert E. Livingstone, 252,  11/8/13 

Beverly H. Polant (spouse of Ptero RADM Ron Polant, 879),  12/24/14 

William H. Rollins, Jr., 1117,  1/9/15 

A Message from 1777 (CGAA/AOP President): 

   Greetings, Fellow Pterodactyls:  I hope you all had a great holi-

day season. 

   Your Coast Guard Aviation Association has been busy this fall.  

   We made significant progress with respect to the Phoenix Pro-

ject. The CG 1426 was identified as the aircraft to be restored and 

hung at Udvar-Hazy Air and Space Museum by April of 2016. 

Bob Johanson coordinated closely with the active duty Coast 

Guard. I am confident that we will get the aircraft relocated from 

Van Nuys, California to Elizabeth City, North Carolina and re-

stored to Smithsonian standards within the available time.  

   John Currier engaged with the active duty Coast Guard with respect to the Centennial of 

Coast Guard aviation. His article in this ñGram,ò tell all, so I will not comment further. 

Thank you, John, for taking on this challenging task. 

   We sorted out the contractual details for the 2015 Roost in San Diego California. De- 

tails are addressed in this ñGramò also. Jay Crouthers and Terry Sinclair, plus others, de- 

serve great credit for working though a myriad of difficult issues to get this Roost moving. 

I believe it will be a great one. Notably, the Blue Angels will be in town that weekend. 

   Dana Goward, who also serves as the Chairman of the Board for the Association for 

Rescue at Sea, reviewed and revised our By Laws to be legally compliant to raise the 

amounts of corporate funding we seek going forward. We will present the new By Laws 

for approval by the membership at the Business Meeting in San Diego. 

   Our Executive Director and Treasurer, Ben Stoppe, filed the Associationôs 2014 taxes. 

This is no small task. Thank you, Ben, for your personal diligence and dedication to keep- 

ing the Association books straight. 

   Our Executive VP, Mark DôAndrea, polled our Executive Board to determine who, if 

anyone, on the Board wanted to relinquish their position. We have one crucial position 

that needs to be filled in 2015 ï the VP of Corporate Development. Many thanks to Frank 

Genco for being part of the team in 2014 and 2015. If you are a skilled fund raiser, and 

have an interest in helping, please let, Mark, Ben or me know. 

   The Executive Board considered and ultimately rejected, for the time being, the idea of 

making the acquisition of a flight simulator device with motion for the Coast Guard Acad-

emy a project for the Coast Guard Aviation Association. We chose not to act at this time 

because of the uncertainty associated with our potential expenses for the Phoenix Project 

and the Centennial celebrations. For now, the CGAA will leave that project to the Coast 

Guard Academy Alumni Association and Coast Guard Foundation  
   Fly safely, whether you are actually controlling an aircraft or just fantasizingé 

Jim Van Sice, Ptero 1777   

 The rain was pouring and there was a big puddle in front of the 

pub just outside McCord AF Base. A ragged old CG Aviator, 

wearing his Winged ball cap, was standing near the edge with a fishing rod, his line in the 

puddle. A curious young AF fighter pilot stopped and asked what he was doing. 'Fishing,' 

the old guy simply said. 'Poor old fool,' the AF officer thought and he invited the ragged 

old CG Aviator into the pub for a drink. As he felt he should start some conversation while 

they were sipping their whiskey, the haughty fighter pilot asked, "And how many have you 

caught?' 'You're the eighth,' the old Coastie answered. 

Old Coastie 
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C-27J Asset Project Office Commissioned 

   The CG took a step toward introduc-

ing the C-27J into its medium range sur-

veillance fleet with the commissioning 

of the C-27J Asset Project Office (APO) 

at Elizabeth City, N.C., June 25, 2014. 

   The C-27J APOôs primary mission is 

to provide a purposeful, sequential plan 

to incorporate 14 C-27Js into CG opera-

tions. The aircraft are being transferred 

from the U.S. Air Force as required by 

the National Defense Authorization Act 

for Fiscal Year 2014. 

   On 20 November, Ptero Sergei Sikor-

sky was the guest lecturer to an audi-

ence over 300 people (including several 

Pteros) at the 2014 

Fall General Electric 

Lecture Series at the 

National Air & Space 

Museum in Washing-

ton, D.C. His topic 

was óSikorskyð

Father and Son on 

Helicopters.ô  

   Sergei commended 

General Electric for 

sponsoring this lecture 

series and said that 

ó...they put out some 

[See óSergeiô on P. 4] 

   Among the C

-27J APOôs 

responsibilities 

will be devel-

opment of CG-

specific opera-

tional and 

maintenance 

procedures, 

training plans, 

technical man-

uals and crew 

duties. The C-

27J APO is 

also leading 

efforts to ob-

tain airworthi-

ness certifica-

tions for the 

aircraft, 13 of 

which are cur-

rently being 

stored in a preserved status with 309th 

Aerospace Maintenance and Regenera-

tion Group at Davis-Monthan Air Force 

Base in Tucson, Ariz. 

   The C-27J APO and the AF are moni-

toring original equipment manufacturer 

efforts to address remaining items prior 

to delivery of the 14th and final C-27J to 

the U.S. government. Following ac-

ceptance by the AF, this aircraft is 

scheduled to be transferred to the CG 

later in 2014 and will serve as the CGôs 

C-27J Asset Project Office leadership gathered to mark the new 

unitôs commissioning June 25, 2014, at Elizabeth City, N.C. Pictured 

are (from left) LCDR Dan Lanigan, aviator 3630, flight safety and 

standards officer; CAPT Shannon McCullar, aviator 3126, CO; Ptero 

CDR Pete Beavis, aviator 3410, XO; LCDR Ken Bethea, aviator 

3549, ops officer; and LCDR  Jess Behera, EO. USCG photo.  

Ptero Sergei Sikorsky, P-3289,  

Speaks at National Air & Space Museum 
By Ptero Steve Goldhammer, Aviator 1207 

initial training aircraft. 

   The C-27J APO will develop a logis-

tics program, including acquisition of 

spare parts and plans for training devic-

es. Test and evaluation plans will be 

developed and executed by the C-27J 

APO as the project transitions from ac-

quisition of the base aircraft to the mis-

sionization stage. As originally deliv-

ered, the C-27Js are outfitted with 

weather radar and communications 

equipment designed for transport mis-

sions, but no specialized components 

such as surface search radar and electro-

optical/infrared sensors. 

   The C-27J APO was located in Eliza-

beth City to leverage resources already 

available at the Aviation Logistics Cen-

ter, including training expertise from the 

Aviation Technical Training Center, 

engineering and maintenance talent, ad-

ministrative support and facilities and 

supply. The APO staff includes 56 mili-

tary and civilian positions that are in the 

process of being filled. Initial training of 

C-27J pilots and loadmasters has already 

begun in anticipation of receiving the 

first aircraft. 

   The C-27J will join the HC-144A 

Ocean Sentry as part of the CGôs Medi-

um Range Surveillance Aircraft fleet. 

The C-27Js will be instrumental in help-

ing the CG fulfill its maritime patrol, 

drug and migrant interdiction, disaster 

response and search and rescue missions 

more effectively. 

Sergei Sikorsky with His 

Father, Igor, Pictured in 

the Background. 

Ptero Prez RADM Jim Van Sice (L), 

Aviator 1777, Presents CGAA Hat and 

Patch to Sergei while Pteros Ben 

Stoppe, Aviator 1646, and RADM Bob 

Johanson, Aviator 869, look on (not 

pictured: Pteros Larry Hall, Aviator 

1923, and the author). 
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ôSergeiô FROM 3 
damn fine engines!ô Sikorsky plans to 

continue using G.E. engines in their 

future helicopters. He said that óIf the 

pilot is the brain of the machine, the 

engine is the heart.ô He recalled a quote 

from Jules Verne that his father, Igor, 

related to him at an early age: óAnything 

that one man can imagine, other men 

will make real.ô That was the basis of 

Igorôs search for the perfect flying ma-

chine. Igor built his first helicopter in 

1909 in Kiev, Russia. Alas, it didnôt 

have an engine. Igor said óIt wouldnôt 

fly, but, other than that, it was a good 

helicopter.ô So, Igor turned to building 

aircraft. Sergei said that, in the early 

days, it was thought that no aircraft 

weighing more than 2,000 pounds 

would ever fly. Igor set out to disprove 

that. He designed a four-engine aircraft, 

with an enclosed cockpit, capable of 

carrying 12 passengers. Its first flight 

was in 1913 and, in 1914, it became the 

first Imperial Russian Air Force bomber. 

   Sergeiôs first flight was when he was 

about eight years old while sitting in his 

fatherôs lap in an S-38 seaplane. This 

year is the 75th anniversary of Igorôs 

first helicopter, the VS-300, and the 

125th anniversary of Igorôs birth. About 

the VS-300, Igor said that ó...the vibra-

tion was fierce, control was marginal, 

and stability was non-existent.ô Sergei 

said he was a VS-300 ógrease monkeyô 

and he spent many hours maintaining it 

after each flight. The VS-300 had sever-

al pilots, including Charles Lindberg, all 

trained by Igor while standing next to it 

on the ground while the trainee was hov-

ering the helo. The VS-300 accumulated 

102 hours and 32 minutes of flight be-

fore it was retired. Another of Igorôs 

sayings was that ó...the reputation of a 

helicopter is because of the people who 

fly them and maintain them, not the 

manufacturer.ô 

   Sergei thanked us for the opportunity 

to revive and remember some wonderful 

memories. 

   On 15 December, the lobby of the 

USCGôs new Rescue Swimmer Training 

Facility at the Aviation Technical Train-

ing Center in Elizabeth City, NC was 

dedicated to Aviation Machinist's Mate 

Victor Roulund. Ptero CAPT Dana 

Goward, USCG (Ret.), Aviator 1825, 

reports:   ñI was privileged to represent 

the CG Aviation Association and speak 

at the dedication ceremony for the lobby 

displays at the rescue swimmer school. 

The event was attended by about 100 

people, including 5 or 6 members of 

Victorôs family, and a number of retir-

ees. There was also good representation 

from the young Coasties teaching at and 

attending the school. We have too few 

professional heritage events in the CG, 

and it was a great pleasure for me to be 

able to attend and speak (I created, ad-

vocated for, and finally got the first 

funding for the rescue swimmer pro-

gram when I was a LT in headquarters 

in the 1980ôs). During my talk, I focused 

on the long, but steadily improving. road 

from Victorôs exploits in Yuba City, to 

using untrained co-pilots and radiomen 

at the end of the rescue hoist, to efforts 

by individual air stations to train and 

maintain swimmers, and finally, the 

establishment of a service-wide pro-

gram. And how, even then, creating and 

implementing the program wasnôt easy. 

I remember when I was advocating for 

the program I had created on paper, one 

aviator admiralôs finger poking my chest 

and him saying, ñLieutenant, you donôt 

understand ï we take people out of the 

water, we donôt put them in.ò After the 

ceremony, we were all given a tour of 

the facility, a rescue demonstration by 

the students, and we saw the 

ñdunkerò (emergency underwater escape 

trainer) in action, before a reception.ò 

   For those of you who donôt know of 

Victor Roulund, hereôs the citation to 

accompany his award of the Distin-

guished Flying Cross: 

ñFor extraordinary achievement while 

participating in aerial flight during the 

early morning of 21 December 1955, as 

crew member aboard a CG helicopter 

engaged in the rescue of men, women 

and children during the flood disaster at 

Yuba City, CA. With full knowledge of 

the dangers presented by the raging 

flood waters and darkness, Roulund dis-

played outstanding initiative and skill 

while serving as crewmember and hoist 

operator for twelve consecutive hours. 

On one occasion, Roulund was lowered 

with flashlight and axe to the top of a 

house trailer where he chopped a hole in 

the side to rescue a trapped, invalid 

woman. Although his knees were rubbed 

raw and his hands lacerated from the 

arduous task of lifting and pulling the 

rescued persons into the helicopter from 

the hoist rescue basket, Roulund persist-

ed in his efforts until relieved. His judg-

ment and clear instructions in guiding 

his pilot during hoist operations greatly 

contributed to the successful rescue of 

sixty-six persons, and his expert airman-

ship, dauntless valor and unwavering 

devotion to duty reflect the highest cred-

it upon himself and the USCG.ò 

   If you want to learn more about Victor 

Roulund and his exploits or that of the 

rest of the crew of USCG helicopter 

1305 during Northern California floods 

during Christmas of 1955, you can read 

about him in Dr Doug Krollôs (one of 

our FCGH Regents) recounting here:  

http://hellgatepress.com/sites/

hellgatepress.com/files/Pages%20from%

209781555717193.pdf 

   CDR Ben Stoppe, USCG (Ret.), 

CGAA Executive Director, also reports:   

ñThe CGAA is establishing & sponsor-

ing (at the request of an anonymous do-

nor), a lifetime achievement rescue 

swimmer award that will be named the 

ñVictor Roulund Rescue Swimmer Life-

time Achievement Award.ò The first 

awardee(s) has (have) not yet been se-

lected. The award & its award criteria 

are currently being developed by a small 

committee of CGAA members. We hope 

to have the first award presented some-

time in 2015.ò 

[See Rescue Swimmer on P. 19] 

Rescue Swimmer Display Dedicated to Victor Roulund 
By CDR Gary M. Thomas, USCG (Ret.), Executive Director,  

Foundation For Coast Guard History 

ATTC CO Ptero CAPT Charles 

Hatfield, Av. 2923, addresses the 

audience as Pteros Dana Gow-

ard, Av. 1825 & Larry Farmer,  

P-2898 look on. 

http://hellgatepress.com/sites/hellgatepress.com/files/Pages%20from%209781555717193.pdf
http://hellgatepress.com/sites/hellgatepress.com/files/Pages%20from%209781555717193.pdf
http://hellgatepress.com/sites/hellgatepress.com/files/Pages%20from%209781555717193.pdf
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   We are planning to replace proprietary 

mission system software in both the HC-

130s and the HC-144s with the next gen-

eration of the Ocean Surveillance Initia-

tive, a system developed by Johns Hop-

kins in concert with NAVAIR and in use 

by CBP. The next generation is known 

as Minotaur and should provide both 

operational and support benefits.  

   Aviation Safety is working with the 

Joint Service Safety Council to modern-

ize the language and update the Joint 

Mishap Analysis Plan.  This plan was 

last used during the joint investigation 

with the Marine Corps on the midair 

collision between a Marine Corps Heli-

copter flying in a flight of four and the 

1705 off of San Diego in 2010.  Seven 

Coast Guardsmen and two Marines per-

ished in that accident.  

   The MH-65 fleet is starting the transi-

tion to the Echo model, the last segment 

in a series of planned upgrades. The 

Echo upgrade will completely modern-

ize the cockpit by integrating the Com-

mon Avionics Architecture System, 

known as CAAS, which is similar to the 

system installed in the Coast Guardôs 

MH-60T aircraft. This will be a five year 

process and, unlike other segments of 

the project, involve a 3-week transition 

course at ATC Mobile for all pilots.   

   The Coast Guard had planned to close 

two air facilities in Newport Oregon and 

Charleston, South Carolina this year. 

Late action by a bipartisan group of 

Congressmen and Senators reversed that 

plan a short while ago. This decision 

will make the Echo transition logistical-

ly more difficult. The four aircraft that 

would have been freed up were being 

counted on as pipeline aircraft, so there 

will be some operational impact to sup-

port the extra training and install time. 

   The budget outlook for the next sever-

al years is not favorable. The vast major-

ity of acquisition funding has been ap-

plied to recapitalize the cutter fleet. The 

eighth and last National Security Cutter 

will be funded this year and the 5th, 

CGC Hamilton, was placed in commis-

sion last month.  Eleven Fast Response 

Cutters have been delivered and an addi-

tional 13 have been ordered.  The Off-

shore Patrol Cutter contract is expected 

to be awarded in FY16. This project is 

for a total of 25 ships and will require a 

   Happy New Year! I hope everyone 
enjoyed the holiday season. As we start 

2015, I thought I would take the oppor-

tunity to provide an update on the state 

of Coast Guard Aviation.  

   First, in a project near and dear to the 

hearts of all Pteros, plans to get HH-52 

CGNR 1426 for the Phoenix project 

involving a trade for an HU-25 are mov-

ing along. The HU-25 has arrived in Van 

Nuys and the 1426 should be trucked 

across the country in the next couple of 

months. The CGôs Integrated Project 

Team, headed by CAPT Sal Palmeri in 

CG-41, is determining the best means to 

complete the project, and includes an 

option to transfer the aircraft to the 

CGAA, which could then facilitate res-

toration for display in the Smithsonian in 

time for the 100th anniversary of Coast 

Guard aviation. Incidentally, I have a 

fond place in my heart for the 1426 with 

over 420 flight hours in that aircraft, all 

at Air Station Houston. 

   C-27J plans are moving along. There 

are now two at the Asset Project Office 

(APO) at Elizabeth City, with a plan to 

get a total of 14 to fill out the Medium 

Range Surveillance fleet along with the 

18 HC-144s in service or on contract.  

As part of the deal with the Forest Ser-

vice, we are helping them prepare C-

130s for firefighting duty that includes 

two roll-on, roll-off Mobile Air Fire-

fighting Systems for their use by the end 

of April 2015.   

   The CG currently has six C-130Js, 

with an additional 3 on order. Two air-

craft will be delivered in FY15, although 

they will not be missionized. The target 

number of C-130s is TBD. 

substantial piece of the acquisition budg-

et for many years.   

   Plans for the next major aircraft acqui-

sition will begin in the near future. 

Based on current life limits, both the 

MH-65s and the MH-60s would need to 

be replaced beginning in the late 2020s.  

The feasibility of service life extensions 

and/or acquisition of lower time air-

frames will be investigated in order to 

phase rotary wing replacement, and ena-

ble another 10 years (approx) of in-

service life for both fleets. 

   Finally, both Master Chief Ferreira 

and I will be retiring this coming sum-

mer. CG-711 has started the process to 

identify our successors and to plan the 

Change of Watch ceremonies. I will 

keep you informed as this process pro-

ceeds. 

 

All the best, 

RADM Jake Korn 

Ancient Albatross #24 Letter to Pteros 
By Ptero RADM Jake Korn, Aviator 2209 

Bob Powers Photo 

Annual óCosmic Airô  

Reunion Coming Up 

   The annual CG Air (AKA óCosmic 

Airô) reunion will be held from 17-22 

May at the Silver Legacy Hotel/Casino 

in Reno. NV. Rooms are available at 

$78.97/night which includes all resort 

fees and taxes. For reservations, contact 

the hotel at 1-800-687-8733 and request 

group code USCG15. Cost of the ban-

quet is TBD, but should be close to the 

previous cost of $42.00. 

   For further info or a sign-up sheet, 

contact Roger Schmidt, rogngi-

na@sbcglobal.net (925) 548-3256, or 

Linda Ethridge LEther7294@aol.com . 

Note that the dates are one day later than 

in the past. The event begins on Monday 

with the banquet on Wednesday. 


