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Magnificently Restored HH-52A CGNR 1426 Displayed at National Air & Space Museum 

By Ptero Steve Goldhammer, Aviator 1207  

      On 14 April 2016, an awesome and stellar day, a pthrong of 
over 250 current and former CG leaders, Ancient Alôs, Pteros, 
aviators, aircrewmen, spouses, and aviation devotees proudly 
gathered at the Udvar-Hazy Smithsonian National Air & Space 
Museum, the 
shrine of avia-
tion, to celebrate 
the addition of 
HH-52A CGNR 
1426 to its hal-
lowed halls. The 
beautifully re-
stored óSeaguardô 
appears as an ap-

parition from heaven as it hovers suspended from the ceiling over an F-4 
and an F-35 in the Northwest corner of the building. Many of the at-
tendees had pflocked to a local hotel the previous evening to kick off 
this surreal and wondrously historic event in CG aviation. Please see 
pages 3-12 for other related stories and pages 14-16 & 21 for the Mobile 
Roost schedule, hotel info, and registration form. REGISTRATION 
DEADLINE is 2 October! 



 

 

 

Executive Board 
           President 

RADM Jim Van Sice 
(703) 256-3093 

 
Executive Vice President 

Mark DôAndrea 
(253) 394-4642  

 
Executive Director 

Ben Stoppe 
(703) 901-8430 

 
Executive Secretary 

Paul Milligan 
(703) 730-3647 

 
Treasurer 
Ben Stoppe 

 
Asst. Treasurer 
Ray Miller 

 
 Board Members 
Vice Pres. History  
John óBearô Moseley 
Scribe/Editor 

Steve Goldhammer 
Vice Pres. Development 
VADM Terry Cross 

Vice Pres. Communications/
Media Support 
Gary Gamble 
Historian 

John óBearô Moseley 
Vice Pres. Annual Gatherings 

Jay Crouthers 
Vice Pres. Membership 

Ed Greiner 
 

Vacant-at large 
Ancient Albatross 

VADM Charles Ray-ex officio 
Enlisted Ancient Albatross 
ASTCM Clay Hill-ex officio 

PTEROGRAM is published three times 
annually as the official publication of 
The Ancient Order of the Pterodactyl 
which perpetuates recognition of USCG 
aviation history and its personnel. 
Reproduction of Pterogram for further 
distribution is authorized & encouraged.  
Correspondence may  be sent to: AOP   

P.O. Box 940  
Troy, VA 22974 

or  
Editor, Pterogram 

4816 Powder House Drive 
Rockville, MD 20853 

Email: SEGoldhamm@aol.com 

2  Pterogram  -  Summer 2016 

Taps 
    We regret to report that the following members have recently logged their last 
flight: 
Janice Cooper (spouse of Ptero Gene Cooper, 809),  7/2/15 

Mitchell A. Perry, 500,  2/12/16 

John D. Steinbacher, 689,  3/27/16 

Raymond P. Wirth, Jr., 1297,  4/30/16 

James T. Clune, 636,  5/9/16 

Charles F, Hahn, 751,  5/30/16 

A Message from 1777 (CGAA/AOP President): 

   Greetings, Fellow Pterodactyls:  So, whatôs it like to be the guest presi-
dentôs message writer for a Centennial of CG Aviation Pterogram? I 
must say that itôs an honor to do this. Our president, Ptero Jim Van Sice 
is finding out that one is really busy in retirement, and asked me to pen 
this message, to keep to the Pterogram deadline. (Our Ancient Scribe 
lives by the letter of the deadline!) 
   By the way, that guy in the CG uniform on P. 27 is me ï not 20 years 

ago ï but, just a couple months ago at the Charlottesville, VA Vietnam Memorial rededi-
cation. I was asked to represent the CG, and raise the CG flag at the ceremony. All it took 
was about $120 at a local tailor, and I could breathe again with all four buttons closed! 
Your Association has been darn busy in this first half of the 100th Anniversary of Coast 
Guard Aviation. Here is a brief listing of whatôs been going on: 
Our Centennial year started out with Elmer Stone birthday celebrations in January all 
around the country. CGHQ carried one out in a snow storm, but, there are many photos of 
warmer climes at several Air Stations.  Elmer would be pleased. 
Of course, our Associationôs capstone effort ï the 11 year long Phoenix Project ï came to 
a very successful conclusion with the hanging of HH-52A CG-1426, in Houston livery, at 
the Smithsonianôs Air & Space Museum, Udvar-Hazy Center, in April. Helping with the 
financial end of this project was our own member donations in both coin of the realm & 
our well-worn flight suit name tags that will forever be encased in helmet bags inside the 
aircraft. Many thanks were earned, starting with our Phoenix Project director, Ptero Bob 
Johanson, along with the excellent complete to cost restoration efforts of VectorCSPôs 
Team, with Ptero Stan Walz at the helm. Over the years, many corporate donations have 
been received to help us with Phoenix. Check out the Ptero web site home page for corpo-
rations which deserve our gratitude. The list of thanks yous is a mile long! Ptero Frank 
Shelley received a long overdue MSM at the April induction ceremony for his efforts at 
the forefront of the H-52 acquisition process. She sure looks pretty in that museum! 
In May, a long overdue correction to Stoneôs tombstone in Arlington National Cemetery 
was completed, which was sponsored by your Association, and, once again led by Pteros 

Johanson, as well as Ptero Mont Smith, who did much research. We had to convince the 
Navy, the Army (runs ANC), & find a living Stone relative to make this happen. We had 

Ray Stone, Elmerôs relative, at the rededication, and a two plane H-65 helo flyover. Read 
about it in this issue.  

In June your Association sponsored a table at the CG Foundationôs DC Salute to the CG 
dinner, where the theme celebrated the CG Aviation centennial. [See Prez Msg. on P. 27] 

On 16 March, MH-60 crews from Air Station Eliz-
abeth City flew in formation near the Wright 
Brothers National Memorial in Kill Devil Hills, 
NC in honor of our Centennial anniversary.  

Crews from the U.S. Life-
Saving Service assisted 
the Wright brothersô first 
flight, making them the 
first aircraft ground crew. 

AirSta Elizabeth City  
Celebrates Centennial 
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Restored US Coast Guard Helicopter Dedicated at the Smithsonian 

   A restored Coast Guard HH-52A  
óSeaguardô helicopter was dedicated into 
the Smithsonian National Air and Space 
Museum's Steven F. Udvar-Hazy Center 
during a ceremony on 14 April. The 
1960s era HH-52A, which bore the tail 
number 1426, was renovated by Vector 
CSP and is now the only CG aircraft on 
display in a Smithsonian museum.  
   The 1426 helicopter spent many years 
at the North Valley Occupational Cen-
ter's aviation facility in Los Angeles 
until members of the CG Aviation Asso-
ciation became aware of it in 2012. Res-
toration work began in March 2015 and 
finished in November 2015.  
   Ptero CAPT Joe Kimball, Aviator 
3211, Chief of the CG Office of Avia-
tion Forces (CG-711), was the Master 
of Ceremonies. He introduced the dig-
nitaries: GEN John R. Dailey, USMC 
(Ret.), Director, National Air & Space 
Museum, ADM Paul F. Zukunft, CG 
Commandant, Ptero Prez RADM Jim 
Van Sice, USCG (Ret.),  Roger Con-
nor, National Air & Space Museum 
Exhibits Curator, Mrs. Fran DeNinno-
Zukunft, USCG Ombudsman at large, 
ADM James Loy, Former Acting Sec-
retary of Homeland Security and 21st 
CG Commandant, The Honorable Jo-
seph Peel, Mayor of Elizabeth City, 
NC,VADM John Currier, 28th CG 
Vice Commandant,  Vince Patton, 8th 
Master Chief Petty Officer of the CG, 
VADM Charles Ray, Commander Pa-
cific Area and the 25th Ancient Alba-
tross, and LtCol Miriam Gray, Legisla-
tive Affairs Officer at NC Gov. Pat 
McCrory's Office of Federal Regula-
tions. 
   CAPT Kimball said that on 1 April, 
1916, LT Elmer Stone attended Naval 
Flight Training in Pensacola, FL. He is 
CG Aviator #1 and why we are celebrat-
ing our centennial in 2016. In the audi-
ence today is Nancy Sledd, the grand-
daughter of Cadmus Griffin, who was an 
enlisted member being trained as a pilot 
in that same class in 1916. 
   GEN Dailey said that ó...aviation is 
Americaôs story, and the CG has been 
there since the very beginning.ô He 

thanked the CG, the CG Aviation Asso-
ciation, and everyone at the ceremony 
for sharing this moment in history. 
   CGAA Prez RADM Jim Van Sice, 
Aviator 1777,  thanked the Smithsonian 
National Air and Space Museum and the 
USCG for giving him the opportunity to 
speak on behalf of the CG Aviation As-
sociation. He said he would attempt to 
express the CGAAôs appreciation to 
those who helped make this day possi-
ble, and try to impart some sense of the 
level of effort involved to bring this 
event to fruition. He said that there have 
been four Presidents of the CGAA since 
the project started 11 years ago but there 
has only been one Project Officer, Ptero 
RADM Bob Johanson, Aviator 869; this 
story is about him.  
   There have been 21 crewmembers and 
five civilians lost in seven Class 1 HH-
52A accidents. Those 26 have their 
nametags (in blue) in the helmet bag 
donated by Ptero CDR Chris Kilgore, 
Aviator 1906, (Burma Agate SAR case 
co-pilot) that was placed in the 1426.  

   First, everyone gathered here has con-
tributed in some consequential manner 
to this project. Some donated their time, 
some their particular skill and some gave 
financial or materiel support. 
   The corporations who helped through 
either materiel or financial support and 
deserve our recognition are, in alphabeti-
cal order,: 
Agusta Westland NA 
AkzoNobel Aerospace Coatings  
Calvert Social Investment Foundation 
Capewell Aerial Systems 
DRS Technologies 

Elbit Systems of America 
GE Aviation 
Goodyear Aviation 
Lockheed Martin 
Lockheed Martin Aeronautics Company 
Raytheon Integrated Defense Systems 
Rockwell Collins Government Systems 
Sikorsky Aircraft Corporation A Lock-
heed Martin Company 
Switlik Parachute Company Inc. 
Telephonics Corporation 
Turbomeca USA Safran 
The other company who performed the 
work on our aircraft is Vector CSP. Vec-
tor CSP had never done a renovation this 
extensive before. They are to be com-
mended for an outstanding job and for 
coming in well under cost and ahead of 
schedule. They were assisted by the CG 
doing the restoration exterior painting 
and some fiberglass repair. He asked for  
a round of applause for our corporate 
sponsors . 
   He then spoke about the project which 
spanned 11 years.  

PROJECT PHOENIX 
In February 2005, the President of the 
Ancient Order of the Pterodactyl, retired 
CAPT George Krietemeyer, Aviator 
913, set the goal of displaying an HH-
52A in the National Air & Space Muse-
um. The effort was consistent with the 
mission statement of the organization 
which includes: Contribute to the en-
largement and perpetuation of the histo-
ry of CG Aviation and recognition 
thereof both internally and in areas ex-
ternal to the service. 
In March 2005, CDR Chris Martino, 
Aviator 2701, deputy Aviation Forces, 
confirmed that there were three HH-
52A airframes at Aberdeen Proving 
Grounds (APG), which had been donat-
ed to the Army for ordnance testing. 
That same month George Kreitemeyer 
asked retired RADM Bob Johanson and 
retired Ptero CAPT Tom King, Aviator 
1775, to ñhelp save the HH-52As at 
Aberdeen Proving Grounds.ò Both 
agreed. 
In April 2005 Tom King, former Chief 
of Aviation forces, contacted the Nation-
al Air & Space Museumôs Curator, Rog-
er Connor who was quick to recognize 
that the HH-52A was a suitable candi-
date for display here. The HH-52A rep-
resented a milestone in helicopter tech-
nology in that it was the worldôs first 
fully amphibious turbine powered all-
weather helicopter. During its 25 year 
service life in the USCG, more than 
15,000 lives were saved by HH-52As 
which was the most lives saved by a 
single helicopter type in the world up to 
that time. Roger did make it clear to 
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Tom that display space at both National 
Air and Space Museum facilities (Mall 
and Udvar-Hazy) was at a premium, and 
that he expected that any HH-52A ac-
cepted into the Smithsonian collection 
would be put on temporary display at 
another location, possibly for an extend-
ed period. Additionally, the CG Avia-
tion Association would be responsible 
for identifying a Smithsonian approved 
location for that extended period. 
In June 2005, Tom King and Bob Johan-
son visited Aberdeen Proving Grounds 
and found three HH-52As. The good 
news was they were still free of bullet 
holes. The bad news was they were 
mired in the mud with weeds sprouting 
out from transmission and engine com-
partments. Tom was moved to name 
these three helicopters ñthe Aberdeen 
Girlsò, and he coined the name of the 
project ñPHOENIX.ò 
Subsequent to that visit, Ms. Lynn 
Brown, USCG Property Program Man-
ager, facilitated return of the HH-52As 
from Army to CG Ownership. Mr. Bill 
Keithley, an Army civilian employee at 
Aberdeen, arranged for the Army Re-
serve to utilize CH-47s to sling-lift all 
three HH-52As from Aberdeen to the 
CG Aircraft Repair and Supply Center 
in Elizabeth City NC. The last one ar-
rived in January 2006. 

CONDITIONS/EXECUTION 
In order for this project to be undertaken 
there were some legal considerations 
that had to be accounted for; 
It turns out that Appropriated funds can 
be used in restoring CG-owned aircraft 
that are designated historical artifacts. 
It is also the case that restored CG-
owned aircraft can be transferred direct-
ly to Smithsonian without General Ser-
vices Administration involvement. 
A couple of agreements had to be exe-
cuted between the service and the CG. 
The first was a Gratuitous Services 
Agreement which allowed CGAA to 
provide materials, technical and logistic 
support to USCG and the second was a 
Memorandum of Agreement which cited 
CGAA and USCG responsibilities. 
These two documents were coordinated 
by the CG Ethics Attorney, Bill Lucas, 
who defined the requirements, and 
worked with Ptero CAPT (ret) Ray Mil-
ler, Aviator 2141, to develop both docu-
ments. 
By early 2006 the effort centered around 
finding a suitable candidate for restora-
tion. There were three Aberdeen Girls 
parked outside at ARSC, awaiting avail-
able space inside to be inspected and 
evaluated for suitability as a foundation 
airframe for restoration. The then Presi-
dent of the CGAA, retired CAPT Mont 
Smith, Aviator 1520, wrote letters to 
50+ museums and vocational schools 

with follow-on visits by Phoenix team 
members to several, inquiring about avail-
ability of HH-52As for future display in 
NASM. This significant effort yielded no 
positive results. 
A dialogue was entered into with private 
H-52 owner wishing to sell flyable H-52 
(former CGNR 1403) but the price was 
prohibitive. Inspected ownerôs supply of H
-52 hulls and parts in AZ with ARSC Pro-
ject Officer LT Monte Nijar. The hulls 
were too expensive but some spares were 
later retrieved by Ptero retired CDR Cecil 
Loter, Aviator 1249, pending use on what-
ever airframe would ultimately be desig-
nated for restoration. 
In 2008: Tom King and Sergei Sikorsky 
met with Museum Director GEN (ret) Jack 
Dailey at Udvar-Hazy Center to discuss 
CGAAôs ongoing effort to find a suitable 
HH-52A for display in U-H Center. GEN 
Dailey committed to having an HH-52A in 
the Smithsonian Collection but also re-
minded them of space constraints and a 
probable need for a temporary display 
location before the helicopter could be 
accommodated in one of their locations 
(Mall Museum or U-H Center). 
In 2009, CGAA was alerted by ARSC 
(Aging Aircraft Branch) of an H-52 
(former CGNR 1398), reportedly in good 
condition at a vocational school in Arkan-
sas and available on eBay. CGAA pur-
chased and arranged with CG-8 (Ptero 
RDML Keith Taylor, Aviator 2420) for 
donation to CG. CG-4 (RADM Ostebo, 
Aviator 2342) approved funding to 
transport to ARSC where it was stored 
outside with Aberdeen Girls. There was 
still no inside space available to evaluate 
the best aircraft to use as foundation air-
frame for restoration. 
In 2010 the Smithsonian Curator, Roger 
Connor, advised CGAA of an HH-52A 
(CG-1425) stored outside at Boeing Muse-
um of Flight (MOF). The airframe was 
reportedly in good condition. CGAA Pres-
ident Mont Smith aggressively pursued 
transfer of CG-1425 to CGAA for restora-
tion under joint CGAA-USCG agreement 
and subsequent transfer to the Smithsonian 
for display in NASM U-H Center. The 
Museum of Flight Director opted to retain 
CG-1425 for display in the Museum of 
Flight, which was accomplished in June 
2011, after restoration by Port Angeles Air 
Station and CGAA volunteers. 
The worst news was yet to come. In 2011, 
the CGAA contracted for a structural engi-
neering assessment by a highly respected 
CG Engineer, Ptero retired CAPT Norm 
Scurria, Aviator 1506, to determine which 
of four H-52s at ALC was in the best con-
dition for use as foundation airframe to be 
restored to Smithsonian standards. Normôs 
findings: ñNone; restoration would be 
prohibitively expensive and time consum-
ing.ò This was probably the low water 

mark of the project. 
Finally in 2012, after seemingly endless 
frustrations, the news began to improve. 
Bob Johanson contacted CG-711, CAPT 
Chris Martino, to inquire about upcom-
ing disposition of HU-25 Falcons fol-
lowing their decommissioning, and 
whether one could be available in trade 
for an HH-52 currently on display at a 
museum. 
CAPT Martino referred Bob to retired 
Ptero CAPT Norm Schweizer, Aviator 
2787N, who was working at GSA and 
who was able to describe the trade pro-
cess and encouraged pursuing the ex-
change of an HU-25 for HH-52A. The 
CG Ethics Attorney (Bill Lucas) con-
firmed that a trade was theoretically 
possible, but would require the approval 
of both the Commandant of the CG and 
the Secretary of the Department of 
Homeland Security. This was truly great 
news; now CGAA needed to find a suit-
able HH-52A! 
In Oct 2012 at the Sacramento Roost: 
Ptero retired CDR Larry Evans, Aviator 
1269, reported to Bob Johanson that 
former HH-52A 1426 is in very good 
condition at North Valley Occupational 
Center (NVOC), an A&P school in Van 
Nuys, CA, where he has been an in-
structor since the aircraft arrived follow-
ing donation by CG in 1989. 
In November, Bob visited the school 
with two Los Angeles Air Station senior 
chiefs and a retired AM1 with H-52 
experience. They inspected the 1426, 
taking more than 100 photos and as-
sessed that the aircraft could be restored 
to Smithsonian standards with 
ñordinary,ò as opposed to depot level 
effort. The Smithsonian curator, Roger 
Conner, later visited the site and con-
curred with that assessment. 
On 30 November, Bob advised the Of-
fice of Aeronautical engineering at CG 
HQ of CGAAôs interest in having the 
CG acquire 1426 in trade for a surplus 
HU-25. 
At this point, the history of CG 1426 
became important. It had served at the 
following Air Stations: 
* St. Petersburg from 1967 -69 
* San Juan from 1970 - 73 
* Detroit from 1973 - 76 
* North Bend from 1976 - 79 
* Houston from 1979 - 83; and again 
from 85 - 89 
* Its most significant missions included: 
* 1 Nov 79: First on scene following 
collision of M/T Burmah Agate and M/
V Mimosa; saved 22 lives. 
* May 69: Rescued many of l04 people, 
mostly Mormon youths, who abandoned 
burning vessel off Tarpon Springs, FL. 
Used HH-52 amphibious capability dur-
ing most of the rescues. 
* Dec 77: ñCigale Drug Bustò on and 
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Project Team (IPT) established by CG-
711 (CAPT Martino) and CG-41 (CAPT 
Palmeri) 
Feb 2015: North Valley Occupational 
Center transferred ownership of 1426 to 
CG. 
March 2015: aircraft was trucked from 
North Valley Occupational Center to the 
Aviation Logistics Center. 
CGAA accepted temporary custody of 
1426 per MOA signed by me and CAPT 
Sal Palmeri, Aviator 2715, (CG-41). 
CGAA responsible for providing project 
management oversight to start and com-
plete airframe restoration of 1426 to 
ensure display at Smithsonianôs Udvar-
Hazy Center for at least 20 years. 

RESTORATION PHASE 
March 2015: CGAA issues Cost + Fixed 
Fee contract to VectorCSP for restora-
tion of 1426 to meet Smithsonian dis-
play standards 
Design to Cost Approach 
Stellar management and technical per-
formance by VectorCSP 
Skilled volunteer labor from ALC and 
other CG commands provided timely 
and expert support during Restoration 
Prepared and painted entire aircraft 
Repaired fiber glass components 
Nov 30 2015: RESTORATION COM-
PLETED ahead of schedule and under 
original cost estimate 
Industry Partnership key to success 
VectorCSP - Expert and Motivated Per-
formance 
POST RESTORATION LOGISTICS 
Dec 1 2015: CGAA (RLJ) returns custo-
dy of 1426 to USCG (CG-41) 
Dec 11 2015: Roll-Out Ceremony at 
ALC: Celebrated roll-out of 1426 fol-
lowing completion of restoration. 
HH-52A Restoration Team comprised of 
ALC and contractor personnel awarded 
CG Meritorious Team Commendation. 
Dec - Jan 2016: Transportation prepara-
tion activities for shipping 1426 and 
various components from ALC to 
NASM Udvar-Hazy. 
Feb 2016: 1426 trucked to NASM U-H 
Center; reassembly on site performed by 
CG volunteers and VectorCSP assisting 
NASM crew. 
March 24, 2016: HH-52A 1426 hoisted 
into display position at the NASM 
Udvar-Hazy Center. 

PHOENIX HAS RISEN 
KEY FACTORS FOR SUCCESS 

Collaborative Undertaking between 
CGAA and USCG 
CGAA research and perseverance 
USCG support: Vice Commandant, Of-
fice of Aeronautical Engineering, Office 
of Aviation Forces the Coast Guardôs 
legal staff and their budget shop 
Restoration Contractor VectorCSP 
And, finally, the sustained efforts of one 

offshore North Bend, OR. Multi-agency 
law enforcement operation - largest sei-
zure of Thai Sticks on West Coast up 
until that time. 
 ACQUISITION OF H-52 1426 

Dec 2012: CGAA President Mont Smith 
and Bob briefed the Vice Commandant 
(Ptero VADM John Currier, Aviator 
1877) on the condition of CG-1426 and 
CGAAôs request that the CG obtain 
1426 from the North Valley Occupation-
al Center in trade for a surplus HU-25. 
The Vice Commandant expressed strong 
support. 
2013: Acquisition process underway, 
began communicating regularly with CG
-41 (CAPT Mel Bouboulis, Aviator 
2915) and designated POC on his staff, 
CDR Joe McGilley. CGAA provided 
various information needed for ultimate 
S-1 approval of proposed trade, includ-
ing historical significance of 1426 and 
HH-52A family, and factors in accom-
plishing restoration 
June 2013: CG-411 confirmed legal au-
thority for acquiring 1426 via trade pro-
cess, and for defraying various associat-
ed costs using appropriated funds 
Sep 2013: The North Valley Occupa-
tional Center issued letter to CG-7 stat-
ing their willingness to transfer owner-
ship of 1426 to USCG in exchange for 
an HU-25. 
Dec 2013: The Smithsonian Curator 
Roger Connor advised CG-711 in writ-
ing that the National Air and Space Mu-
seum ñintends to display HH-52 (ser. no 
1426), when in a restored and as com-
plete as possible condition, at the Udvar-
Hazy Center to interpret the history of 
air sea rescue and the role of the CG in 
the narrative of American Aviation and 
aerospace technologyò 
Jan 2014: The Vice Commandant was 
briefed by CG-7/CG-4 staffs reference 
the pros and cons of continuing 1426 
acquisition. The Viceôs decision: Ac-
quire 1426 from NVOC and transport to 
ALC. Restoration plan To Be Deter-
mined. 
In April 2014: Ptero CDR Mike Fraw-
ley, Aviator 3478, (CG-411) relieved 
CDR Joe McGilley, Aviator 3319, as 
CG POC for PHOENIX. 
MILESTONE: July 15 2014 CG-711, 
Chris Martino called Bob Johanson an-
nouncing that the Secretary of Home-
land Security had approved the trade of 
1426 for a surplus HU-25. The CG was 
working with North Valley Occupational 
Center on terms/timeline for making 
aircraft exchange. 
Sep 2014: Corpus Christi Air Station 
HU-25 (last operational Falcon) flown to 
Van Nuys and donated to North Valley 
Occupational Center. 
HH-52 Seaguard Restoration Integrated 

retired CG Officer, RADM Robert Jo-
hanson. Bob please stand and accept a 
round of applause. 
   A special CGAA coin and patch were 
presented to RADM Johanson as tokens 
of appreciation for his herculean efforts. 
Bob mentioned the four HH-52 instruc-
tors who were influential in his flying 
career and said that he will always be 
grateful to all of the Phoenix Projectôs 
supporters. 

   ADM Zukunft said this was a great 
homecoming of HH-52 pilots and main-
tainers. He noted that there were several 
hundred thousand hours of HH-52 expe-
rience in the audience and it was an hon-
or for him to pay tribute to the attendees, 
óThe 1426 is among good company.ô 
ñThe Seaguard may not be a household 
name to some, but itôs a big part of our 
CG history and our history of CG avia-
tion,ò He said that Igor Sikorskyôs origi-
nal VS-300 helicopter was able to fly 
because God looked at it and said it was 
so ugly that he made the earth repel it. 
He covered a typical week in CG avia-
tion and said that countless people have 
been so glad to see the óUSCGô sign 
hovering over their heads and having 
their prayers answered.  
 

RADM Bob Johanson addresses the audience as 
CAPT Joe Kimball (L), Roger Connor, RADM 
Jim Van Sice, ADM Paul Zukunft, and GEN 
Jack Dailey look on. (Photo by K. Hinerman) 
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   He noted that it has been over five 
years since the last Class 1 CG aircraft 
mishap due to better risk management 
and he thanked VADM John Currier for 
leading that effort. Acquiring CG air-
craft at no cost, like the 14 C-27Jôs from 
the Air Force by Ptero RADM Mark 
Butt, Aviator 2397, is in our DNA. He 
said that óCoasties take Semper Paratus 
into every mission set and that flight 
crews and pilots, not the aircraft, are 
what make the missions happen. He said 
that there was no better way than this 
ceremony to pay tribute to CG aviation. 
He thanked all who made this exhibit the 
centerpiece of our proud heritage. 
   "The National Air and Space Museum 
has always recognized the importance of 
the USCG, but we have never had the 
opportunity to acquire and display an 
appropriate CG aircraft until now,ò said 
Roger Connor, museum curator. ñThis 
HH-52A is fully representative of the 
serviceôs life-saving mission and is ar-
riving just in time to celebrate the cen-
tennial of CG aviation.ò 
   ñAs we celebrate this remarkable cen-
tennial of CG aviation, it is worth re-
membering that the story of the helicop-
ter is one that is distinct from the air-
plane. Like the airplane, the helicopter 
was largely tempered as a technology in 
war, but unlike the airplane, saving lives 
shaped the helicopter as much as deliv-
ering ordnance. Igor Sikorsky, in look-
ing at the central role of the helicopter in 
the Vietnam War, consoled himself with 
the fact that whatever the helicopter had 
done to take lives, it was significantly 
eclipse by the number of soldiers and 
civilians rescued. 
   The history of vertical flight and air-
sea rescue in the US is intimately tied to 
the CG and its early close association 
with Sikorsky Aircraft. In 1943, the U.S. 
Navy determined it lacked the resources 
to develop the helicopter militarily in 
spite of strong Congressional interest in 
the technology as the solution to the U-
boat menace. When Senator Harry S. 
Truman mandated the Navyôs develop-
ment of the helicopter, the Navy passed 
the responsibility to the CG. Working 
closely with the Army Air Forces, the 
two services worked out many of the 
bugs associated with the early helicop-
ters. In fact, the first helicopter to lift a 
CG aviator sits less than a hundred yards 
away in the shadow of the Enola Gay. 
   The CG achieved a great many firsts 
with the helicopter before the guns fell 
silent in World War II. They had devel-
oped the first rescue hoist and then fol-
lowed it up by making the first helo 
hoist rescue. They delivered the first 
helo accepted by Britain for military 
service and made the first helo flight in 
the open Atlantic. They developed the 

first simulator, skid landing gear, pop-
out floats and autopilot for helicopters. 
They werenôt the first to land helos 
aboard ship, but they were the first to 
make it routine. Through it all, pioneers 
like William Kossler, Aviator 43, Frank 
Erickson, Aviator 32, and Ptero Stewart 
Graham, Aviator 114 convinced a great 
many skeptics that the helicopter was 
much more than an óangry eggbeater,ô 
as some called it.ò 
He said the challenge for the CGôs rota-
ry wing pioneers is that there are many 
ways to rescue people at sea from the 
air. During WW II, more people were 
rescued at sea by blimp than by helicop-
ter and far more than that were rescued 
by flying boat. To be successful, the 
helicopter, with far less endurance than 
blimps and flying boats, and which was 
not much faster than a blimp and cer-
tainly slower than an airplane, had to ï 
simply put ï rescue better. Without a 
doubt, the beloved ó52ô rescued better. 
Though it took another 17 years after 
WW II for Sikorsky engineers, CG lead-
ers, and stewards like Frank Shelley, to 
bring it to reality, the HH-52 gave form 
to the vision that Kossler and Erickson 
had formulated in 1943 of a true seago-
ing helicopter. 1426 is the realization of 
that dream ï but it took men like J.C. 
Cobb, Aviator 1330, Chris Kilgore, and 
Thomas Wynn (all in the audience) 
who, in 1979, rescued 22 crewman from 
the fiery aftermath of the collision be-
tween the tanker Burmah Agate and the 
freighter Mimosa to make this piece of 
aluminum something more than a won-
der of engineering. Aviators like these 
gave hope to those in the most desperate 
circumstances and allowed the CG to 
execute their mission reliably and effi-
ciently. 
   The fleet of HH-52A rescue helicop-
ters, developed from a Sikorsky am-
phibious helicopter, was known for their 
versatility and reliability. The first of a 
total of 99 helicopters was delivered to 
the Coast Guard on Jan. 9, 1963. The 
last flight of the HH-52A was on Sept. 
12, 1989.  
    As the museumôs curator for vertical 
flight, he said it is his honor to assume 
responsibility for keeping the flame of 
1426ôs legacy alive and narrating the 
history of the remarkable aircrews that 
flew it and kept America safe for twenty
-two years. The HH-52s served in the 
CG for 26 years and are credited with 
saving more than 15,000 lives. One CG 
study found that for an average year 
during its service, HH-52s performed 
3,920 SAR cases, saved 913 lives and 
prevented 83 million dollars in property 
loss ï a remarkable statistic in the con-
text of the time. 
   He said he has greatly enjoyed spend-
ing time with many of us over the past 

eleven years to make today a reality. 
This was truly a team effort. He would 
like to recognize everyone here who 
played a role in Project Phoenix. óThank 
you and thank you to the CG for all you 
do to keep us safe. ó 
   ADM Zukunft and CAPT Kimball 
presented retired CG CDR Ptero Frank 
óPopô Shelley, CGA ó49 & Aviator 633, 
with the Legion of Merit award for his 
ñoutstanding meritorious service as the 
HH-52A Program Manager for the test, 
evaluation, acceptance and deployment 
of the Sikorsky HH-52A helicopter from 
August1961 to July 1964. He met the 
demands of myriad complex problems 
during the testing phase to ensure the 
aircraft was fully mission capable for 
expanded roles and missions of CG Avi-
ation. Upon his recommendation, a con-
tract was initiated to procure the HH-
52A, the first CG all-weather, turbine 
powered fully amphibious helicopter. He 
then developed a multi-faceted flight 
training syllabus to provide a standard-
ized transition for CG aviators into the 
HH-52A helicopter. The success of this 
concept led to the establishment of the 
Basic Operational Training Unit at Air 
Station Savannah in 1964 and eventually 
to Aviation Training Center Mobile. 
CDR Shelley spearheaded the equipage 
modification of existing air stations and 
the establishment of new air station loca-
tions to complete implementation of the 
Aviation Master Plan to accommodate 
expanded areas of CG aviation. Show-
casing extraordinary strategic vision, he 
realized the primary criteria for location 
would be the operational capabilities of 
all rescue aircraft and combined that 
with information on regional maritime 
activity, including shipping, fishing, 
recreational boating density, and Search 
and Rescue data. CDR Shelleyôs ability, 
diligence and devotion to duty are most 
heartily commended and are in keeping 
with the highest traditions of the 
USCG.ò 

   A reception followed where days of 
yore were re-lived. One óancientôsô call-
ing card read óThe older I get, the better 
I used to fly.ô 

Awardee óPopô Shelley 
(K. Hinerman Photo) 
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   The HH-52A helicopter with over 
15,000 lives saved in its twenty-five 
years of service has the honor of having 
rescued more people than any other heli-
copter in the world at the time of its re-
tirement. This helicopter performed 
astounding feats on thousands upon 
thousands occasions. It became the inter-
national icon for rescue and proved the 
worth of the helicopter many times over. 
It is the helicopter that truly made rotary
-wing aviation the backbone of Coast 
Guard aviation. 
   This did not just happen. The HH-52A 
became reality because of the outstand-
ing technical and management skills of 
CDR Frank Lawlor Shelley, USCG. 
Shelley was the CG Program Manager 
from the time of inception to the full 
operational deployment of the aircraft. 
   In 1961 a re-evaluation of Aviation 
requirements was directed in conjunc-
tion with a Roles and Mission study. The 
Coast Guard Aviation Development 
Master Plan was initiated. Basically the 
aviation plan determined the require-
ments to perform the projected opera-
tional missions of Coast Guard aviation 
and the proposed funding to provide 
almost concurrently for (1) the contin-
ued acquisition of aircraft needed to 
replace over-age aircraft; (2) the acquisi-
tion of additional aircraft to enable the 
Coast Guard to accomplish the mission 
into the future: (3) the necessary modifi-
cation of existing facilities; and (4) the 
establishment of those facilities required 
to accommodate the aviation program; 
(5) the personnel to man them. The ini-
tial elements of cost were contained 
within the ñAcquisition, Construction, 
and Improvementò appropriation but 
emphasis was placed on the continuance 
of the program into future budget years 
to assure a truly modern fleet supported 
by adequate facilities and personnel. 
   The first six of a scheduled 96 HUS-
1G helos, recommended in the initial 
aviation plan, were acquired in 1959. In 
September 1960 two HUS-1G helicopter 
were lost within an hour of each other 
while in hover during an attempted SAR 
pickup. The cause was not determined. 
The CG had not been satisfied with the 
HUS-1G and as a result of the Tampa 
Bay incident the CG decided that they 
were not going to purchase additional 
HUS-1G helicopters. The search for a 
Medium Range Helicopter capable of 
fulfilling the CG missions began. Op-
tions were limited. The Air Force had 
limited interest in helicopters at the time; 

the Army was having multiple develop-
ment problems with the HU-1 Huey; and 
the Kaman H-2A Seasprite developed 
for the Navy was severely underpowered 
at this stage of development. The think-
ing at the time was that the Boeing Ver-
tol H-46 and the Sikorsky SH-3 were too 
large and cost was a factor. 
   Sikorsky had developed the S-62 de-
signed as a commercial passenger heli-
copter. Because of its size the operation-
al cost per seat mile was high resulting 
in limited sales. Aware that the CG was 
not constrained to purchase milspec, 
Sikorsky approached the CG offering 
their S-62. The aircraft was the desired 
size, it was amphibious, the airframe 
was modeled on the proven S-61. On 
paper, with modifications, it would meet 
CG requirements. The CG had an imme-
diate need for a suitable helicopter and 
Sikorsky wished to sell the S-62. As a 
result, Sikorsky agreed to finance the 
test program, fuel, and provide mainte-
nance and logistic support if the CG 
would arrange for the use of the Navyôs 
Patuxent River facilities and provide a 
test pilot. The CG was to draw up the 
test procedures and provide Sikorsky an 
outline of the test program. The CG ac-
cepted the offer. 
   The CG Office of Aviation Units re-
quested the then LCDR Frank Shelley, a 
graduate of the Navy Test Pilots School, 
be assigned as the CG Program Manag-
er. Upon arrival at Headquarters LCDR 
Shelley was briefed on the Sikorsky 
offer and it was explained that an outline 
of a test program would be needed for 
forwarding to Sikorsky and time was of 
the essence. LCDR Shelley consulted 
with Headquarters personnel in a review 
of both the needs of the CG and the ca-
pabilities of the S-62 as stated by Sikor-
sky. Mission requirements were re-
viewed, updated, and established. It was 
determined that if the S-62 met the Si-
korsky performance claims, with several 
modifications to fit the CG mission, the 
helicopter should be purchased. 
   LCDR Shelley reported to the Naval 
Test Facility at Patuxent River, Mary-
land in September of 1961. The required 
tests for the S-62 had to be conducted 
with two different divisions of the Test 
Center; Flight Test and Service Test. 
Flight Test verified contractor perfor-
mance and control claims and checked 
them for specifications and contract 
compliance. Service Test was nuts and 
bolts. What did it take to maintain the 
aircraft? How often did aircraft parts 

break? How easy was it to fix? And did a 
particular mechanical fix work as intend-
ed or not? Rivalry between divisions was 
bitter and during this same period the 
Test Center pendulum had swung to an 
adversarial relationship with all manu-
factures. Thus, Shelley had three entities 
to deal with and they were not cooperat-
ing with each other. 
   LCDR Shelleyôs first order of business 
as the CG Program Manager displayed 
his innate leadership ability and persua-
sive people skills. The challenge: ð how 
to divide up one aircraft between the two 
divisions. Since Flight Testôs check of 
handbook data was easier in calm air, it 
was agreed that they would take the 
morning period and Service Test would 
fly the afternoons. Shelley would fly any 
flights for which the individual divisions 
could not provide test pilots. On the first 
ñData Dayò Shelley was on the flight 
line well before 0800. When the Sikor-
sky crew appeared to get things ready 
ahead of time, Shelley was leaning on 
the helicopter looking impatient. When 
the Flight Test people showed up just 
before 08:00 everyone was standing 
around looking impatient. This little ex-
ercise continued for several days. It 
proved to be highly effective. Each time 
all parties continued to show up earlier 
until it was finally agreed that ñmorningò 
was at 0600 which was as early as the 
Test Center directives permitted without 
specific exception. 
   As a result of the early start hour, after 
servicing and removal of special test 
gear, the helicopter became available at 
Service Test by mid-morning rather than 
the afternoon. Service Test in turn was 
on the flight line early so they could give 
the helicopter to Sikorsky by 1300 and 
finish their flight reports for the day. The 
Sikorsky crew then took the helo and did 
whatever progressive maintenance was 
required. When Sikorsky finished, Shel-
ley would go out and fly max mission 
profiles and hover transitions which usu-
ally got him back after quitting time. It 
was Shelleyôs people skills and his work 
ethic that lit a fire under all parties. The 
program was one of the fastest moving 
ones ever completed at the Test Center 
and all the previously warring factions 
took pride in what they were doing. 
They saw Shelley at first light and saw 
him when they went home. Initially the 
hierarchy at Sikorsky was upset about 
the overtime that they were paying out 
but after two weeks they realized some-
thing good was happening and from that 

CDR Frank Lawler Shelley, USCG (Ret.): A Well Deserved Tribute 
By Ptero John óBearô Moseley, Aviator 743 



 

 

 

8  Pterogram  -  Summer 2016 

point on overtime was not a problem. 
   The S-62, except for the aluminum 
fuselage/hull modeled on the S-61 (H3), 
was primarily made up of previously 
proven parts. All dynamic components 
were S-55 (HO4S). The final three plane-
tary stages in the reduction gear box 
were from this source. An upgraded en-
gine, the GE-CT-58 engine was installed 
to increase performance. This was the 
same as the pairs in the S-61 and had 
proven to be reliable. The rotor assembly 
was design limited to 730 shaft horse-
power so the engine was de-rated. This 
gave the helicopter an extra 500 HP 
worth of air capacity on the front end 
which enhanced operations considerably. 
   The CG HH-52A also differed from the 
commercial S-62A in that a three channel 
Automatic Stabilization Equipment 
(ASE) was installed. The ASE was a 
60% scale model of the one in the S-61, 
The proposed night hover system that 
was used in the HSS-1 did not prove to 
be satisfactory. An electromechanical 
hover/transition to hover system was 
substituted for evaluation. This also 
proved to be unsatisfactory. LCDR Shel-
ley, utilizing his extensive knowledge of 
helicopter aerodynamics developed a 
manual input program which allowed the 
pilot to transition from flight to hover at 
a desired altitude and location without 
reference to the water or terrain. LCDR 
Shelley referred to this program as the 
ñBeep to Hover.ò This maneuver alone 
enabled the HH-52A to save many lives 
that otherwise would have been lost. 
   There were difficulties encountered 
and corrections which were made. The 
Test Program was satisfactorily complet-
ed in December. The final Test Reports 
were made up and the NATC chain of 
command signed off on it. Enclosed was 
a list of additional items that should be 
corrected before it was purchased. A 
relationship between LCDR Shelley and 
Sikorsky had developed to the point that 
all items, some major, were corrected 
without objection and a contract for 99 
HH-52 was initiated in January of 1962. 
The test program from initiation to con-
tract was less than three months. It was 
LCDR Shelleyôs show from start to fin-
ish. One only has to compare this to the 
time required for future Test and Pro-
curement Programs to recognize the ex-
traordinary leadership, management, and 
technical skills of LCDR Shelley. 
   Originally designated the HU2S-1G it 
became the HH-52A. It had a rotor diam-
eter of 53 feet, a range of 474 miles and a 
top speed of 109 mph. It was an extreme-
ly flexible rescue aircraft that could fully 
perform missions with a minimum crew. 
The helo was well suited for night and all

-weather flight. The HH-52 had a hy-
draulic hoist and carried a rescue bas-
ket. The cabin could accommodate up 
to ten passengers or six litters. It was 
fully amphibious and was equipped 
with a removable foldout rescue plat-
form that looked like a large extended 
step.  
   During 1962, LCDR Shelley was giv-
en periodic assignments at Sikorsky 
during which he monitored progress and 
made inputs as to cockpit configuration, 
rescue equipment and electronics instal-
lation. During one of these assignments 
LCDR Shelley and Opie Blanchard, a 
Sikorsky test pilot, put together a 10 
flight transition syllabus that would be 
used to provide a standardized transition 
of CG aviators into the HH-52A. 
   In January of 1963, Shelley flew the 
first four acceptance tests 1352 to 1355. 
Remarkably, the period between incep-
tion and operational assignment was 
only 16 months. 
   On 16 January, LCDR Shelley, Opie 
Blanchard from Sikorsky and Bill Ki-
me, also from Sikorsky, proceeded to 
the Salem air station and transitioned all 
of the assigned helicopter pilots using 
the 10 flight syllabus that Shelley and 
Blanchard had developed. Salem went 
operational in the HH-52 on the 29th. 
   On 12 February, Shelley and 
Blanchard proceeded to New Orleans 
and transitioned all pilots using the 10 
flight transition syllabus. New Orleans 
went operational in the HH-52 on 22 
February. On the first of April Shelley 
and Blanchard and Win Corley transi-
tioned the St. Petersburg air station into 
the HH-52. I have included this se-
quence of events because, with the ben-
efit of time and research, it is clear that 
the syllabus developed and executed by 
Shelley and Blanchard was the begin-
ning of a new training/transition policy 
in the CG. The training/transition was 
both standard and efficient, provided by 
a highly qualified team, and transition 
and training no longer varied by Air 
Station. On the basis of the early results 
a formal transition program was set up. 
This was placed under the direction of 
Win Corley, an excellent choice, with 
many helicopter hours coupled with 
both instructor and management skills. 
The success of this program led to the 

establishment of the Basic Operational 
Training Unit (BOTU) at Air Station Sa-
vannah 1964 and transferred to the Avia-
tion Training Center (ATC) Mobile when 
it became operational in 1966. 
   A salute to you, Sir; for an exceptional 
performance that contributed materially 
to the capabilities of and performance by 
Coast Guard Aviation.. 
Note: ñBeep to Hoverò is a term often 
used when speaking of a rescue per-
formed by the HH-52A: This is a simpli-
fied explanation of ñBeep to Hover.ò 
   LCDR Shelley developed a procedure 
that utilized constant engine RPM in con-
junction with translational lift. At cruis-
ing speed, translational lift, generated 
from the rotor ñdisc,ò is a significant por-
tion of the lift holding the helicopter up. 
If the rotor disc is tilted slightly back 
during cruise you lose some of the for-
ward thrust vector and the helicopter 
slows and as a result you lose some of the 
translational lift. The turbine governor 
keeps the rotor turning at the same speed 
and the rotational part of the lift remains 
constant. You do however have a de-
crease in overall lift and the helicopter 
starts to descend. By setting up an ap-
proach pattern such as a teardrop ap-
proach and predetermine desired altitude 
and airspeed at specific points in the ap-
proach to arrive at a desired location, the 
approach was begun. Putting a little 
ñbeepò of back trim on the electric trim 
button in level flight would start the de-
celeration/descent. Then as each check 
point ñwindowò was reached, another 
ñbeepò kept the maneuver going. It was a 
pretty much hands off, feet on the floor 
with maybe a withheld ñbeepò or a power 
tweak to hit each window. The maneuver 
was used at night and in Instrument con-
ditions. With any reasonable weather 
conditions, whatever it was that you 
wanted to look at was in front of you 
when you got to a 20 foot radar altitude 
and zero airspeed. 
   With a modern electronics suite and 
automatic flight control systems this pro-
cedure is both primitive and not neces-
sary. At the time, however, it greatly ex-
panded the operational capabilities of the 
aircraft and resulted in the rescue and 
saving of many lives that otherwise 
would have been lost. 

   Ptero Past Prez George 
Krietemeyer, Av. 913, present-
ed a CGAA check for $2K to 
support the May Symposium at 
the National Naval Aviation 
Museum ñCG AIR-INTO THE 
STORM FOR 100 YEARS.ò l 
to r: CAPT John Turner 
CGLOPNS, Krietemeyer, Mu-

seum Director LtGen Duane "Drano" Thiessen USMC (ret), & COL "Deej" Kieley 
USMC ( ret). 
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   On Thursday, 14 April, our Associa-
tionôs ten-plus year óPhoenix Projectô 
came to a successful conclusion. HH-
52A CDNR 1426 was officially inducted 
into the Smithsonianôs National Air & 
Space Museumôs Udvar-Hazy Center in 
Chantilly, VA. Mission accomplished! 
   The Association could not have ac-
complished this long term projectð
especially the critical last year of the 
restoration efforts to Smithsonian stand-
ards, and make this the capstone event of 
this yearôs Centennial of Coast Guard 
aviationðwithout the help of our mem-
bership. Many members of our Coast 
Guard Aviation Association have con-
tributed to the óPhoenix Projectô in a 
myriad of ways ïnot only contributing 
by financially donating the vital funds 
needed to meet our financial obligations 
for this restoration effortðbut also con-
tributing thousands of volunteer hours in 
areas such as engineering evaluation 
support, scouring places such as 
AMARC in the Arizona desert, or eBay 
for parts to fill holes in the aircraft (and , 
a complete H-52 airframe!), to making 
special tools to aid in the restoration, 
soliciting funds and supporters, convinc-
ing the active duty Coast Guard to assist, 
contracting for trucks for transportation, 
searching the countryside and museums 
for suitable restoration candidates, ar-
ranging for heavy lift helos to move air-
frames to ECity, etc. The list is way too 
long and detailed to summarize here. It 

was a team effort, and, our members 
were a central cog in this wheel of suc-
cess. Just a few of the names of individu-
als who were integral to the Phoenixôs 
success: Bob Johanson, our overall pro-
ject director; John Currier; Tom King; 
Mont Smith; George Krietemeyer; Gary 
Gamble; Ray Miller, Norm Scurria; Ben 
Stoppe, Jay Crouthers; and many others.  
   We have received over $142K in indi-
vidual donations since we started the 
óPhoenix Projectô and Name Tag funding 
campaigns. Our PTreasurer will fully 
report on the Phoenix Project financials 
later in the Summer. We have added over 
85 new Life members (many active duty 
officers and enlisted, who are the present 
and future of CG Aviation). Continuing 
donations to the óPhoenix Projectô and 
the Centennial campaign will refill our 
ówar chestô for future deserving projects 
and help us support the many celebra-
tions planned, or currently underway, as 
we proceed down the path of 2016. 
   One of the projects that has not re-
ceived much visibility until now is the 
restoration and re-engraving of CDR 
Elmer Stoneôs tombstone at Arlington 
National Cemetery. This project was 
funded out-of-pocket by one of our dis-
tinguished members at a nominal price, 
and that person has been reimbursed by 
the Association. The official unveiling 
occurred on the date of Archieôs deathð
May 20, 2016. 
   All of our members should feel like 

they have been integral to the success-
ful completion of a major accomplish-
ment by CGAA ïthe restoration of HH
-52A CGNR 1426, to the high stand-
ards set by the National Air & Space 
Museumðan effort never before at-
tempted by our organization. With the 
help of VectorCSP and the CG, our 
óchallenge goalô has been attained. 
However, much remains to be done 
before we celebrate at the 2016 Roost 
in Mobile. 
   The contribution of every member, 
regardless of amount, continues to 
matter greatly. Our heritage can only 
be secured by each member telling 
other prospective members about who 
we are, what we do, why we do it, and 
how to join us. We have achieved a 
tipping point of relevance and weôre 
going viral with the new generation of 
CG Aviation. These young men and 
women intend to be the next ógreatest 
generation,ô and they have found 
CGAA to be a worthy part of their 
journey. We canôt afford to let them 
down! 
   What can be succinctly said, howev-
er, is that your President, and your 
entire Executive Boardðover the 
course of several administrations of 
officersðof the Coast Guard Aviation 
Association ïAncient Order of the 
Pterodactylðwant to take this oppor-
tunity to say that the support of our 
membership was vital to this projectôs 
success, and we all THANK YOU! 
   Bravo Zulu! 

Phoenix Project óThank Youô to Members 
By Ptero Prez RADM Jim Van Sice, Aviator 1777 

   On January 9, 1963 the U.S. Coast 
Guard received the first of 99 Sikorsky S
-62ôs which were given the designation 
HH-52A and the name ñSeaguardò, a 
name which never caught on amongst 
those who flew it. 
   The HH-52A was the CGôs first tur-
bine-powered helicopter. It had a rotor 

diameter of 53 feet, a range of 474 miles 
and a top speed of 109 mph. It was an 
extremely flexible rescue aircraft that 
could fully perform missions with a mini-
mum crew. It was well suited for night 
and all-weather flight. The HH-52 had a 
hydraulic hoist and carried a rescue bas-
ket. The cabin could accommodate up to 
10 passengers or six litters. It was fully 
amphibious and was equipped with a 
removable foldout rescue platform that 
looked like a large extended step. It was a 
rectangular grid that sloped slightly 
downward beneath the waterôs surface 
when the helicopter was afloat. Incapaci-
tated survivors could be scooped or 
dragged onto it greatly facilitating their 
rescue. 
   The HH-52, with over 15,000 lives 
saved in its twenty-six years of service, 
has the honor of having rescued more 
people than any other helicopter in the 

world. This little helicopter, a unique 
assemblage of proven parts, comforta-
bly behind the cutting edge, performed 
astounding feats in thousands upon 
thousands of occasions. It became the 
international icon for rescue and 
proved the worth of the helicopter 
many times over. It had an enormous 
impact on Coast Guard Aviation. 
   The HH-52A, tail number 1426, was  
dedicated at the National Air and 
Space Museumôs Udvar-Hazy Center 
on April 14, 2016. Much will be writ-
ten about it. As my contribution, I 
would like to present a few noteworthy 
achievements of those that flew these 
magnificent aircraft. 
27 January 1967 
LT Bob Workman was the pilot of a 
Coast Guard HH-52A helicopter en-
gaged in the perilous rescue of four 
adults and two children from the vessel 
Cecil Anne which was sinking 120 
miles northeast of St. Petersburg, Flor-
ida. Workman proceeded without fixed 
wing escort and made a night instru-

The HH-52A: A Recognition of Those Who Flew It 
By Ptero John óBearô Moseley, Aviator 743 
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ment ñBeep to Hoverò maneuver while 
hampered by darkness and obstructions 
from a 24 foot antenna and a 12 foot jack 
staff. Despite the vessel yawing as much 
as 60 degrees and the stern submerged, 
he skillfully maneuvered the helicopter 
crosswind to hoist the six persons, one 
with a broken leg, from the bow of the 
boat. Due to the total weight on board 
the last hoist required 100% power plus 
translational lift from his forward motion 
to remain airborne. 
12 March 1968 
CDR James Doughty was engaged in 
the evacuation of nine crewmen from the 
floating oil rig JULIE ANN, Dixilyn No. 
8, located 110 miles southwest of New 
Orleans, Louisiana, in the Gulf of Mexi-
co. Despite severe weather conditions 
with 40-knot winds, 20-foot seas and 
blowing spray he skillfully maneuvered 
the helicopter and hovered close aboard 
the sinking rig with his rotor blades less 
than 10-feet from the superstructure. 
Although occasional monstrous swells 
racked the rig, Doughty, with utmost 
precision successfully hoisted five survi-
vors, off-loaded them on a nearby sta-
tionary oil rig platform and returned to 
the pounding rig to pick up the last four 
men under the same arduous conditions. 
With the stationary rig already crowded 
and his fuel state approaching a mini-
mum, he proceeded directly to shore 
with the last survivors. 
12 November 1968 
LCDR Billy Murphy as pilot of a Coast 
Guard HH-52A helicopter engaged in 
the evacuation of nine crewmen from the 
foundering trawler NAPEAQUE, located 
two miles southeast of Hatteras Inlet, 
North Carolina. Despite 40 to 50 knot 
winds, 25-foot seas and blowing sea 
spray which hampered visibility; he 
skillfully maneuvered the helicopter into 
position for hoisting and hovered over 
the stern of the sinking vessel. Flying 
backwards and simultaneously changing 
heading to maintain his relative position 
over the ship which was rolling and 
pitching violently with her wildly gyrat-
ing mast topped by a whip antenna 
reaching a height of 40 feet, Murphy had 
but five seconds on each hoist to get the 
basket in position as the ship drifted 
downwind and wallowed in the trough. 
Operating under the same hazardous 
conditions for each subsequent hoist, 
further complicated by the crew of the 
NAPEAQUE as they crowded into the 
rescue basket each time it came aboard, 
he quickly moved the helicopter in and 
out of position over the ship until nine 
men were removed from peril. 
21 December 1968 
LCDR George Garbe as pilot of a CG 

HH-52A helicopter engaged in the rescue 
of four men and a 10-year-old boy from 
the fishing vessel SEA ERMINE which 
had gone aground and was breaking up in 
heavy surf off Marmot Island, Alaska. 
Unable to climb above 700 feet because of 
a low freezing level, he proceeded in dark-
ness, encountering heavy snow showers 
and fog enroute to the scene. The vessel 
was sighted approximately six and one-
half miles from her reported position, 
aground and listing 30 degrees to starboard 
in the water below a sheer vertical cliff. 
Unable to distinguish a horizon, the sur-
face or the shore, he executed a beep to a 
hover, turned off the aircraft search and 
hover lights to eliminate the reflection 
from sea spray and snow and landed in the 
water about one mile from the distressed 
vessel. Garbe then turned on the search-
light, sailed the helicopter towards the 
vessel until the rocks were visible in the 
beam of light, located the shore line, and 
lifted into a hover to air taxi over the ship. 
Despite the heavy surf, he positioned the 
helicopter over the stern of the vessel 
while simultaneously maintaining clear-
ance from the surrounding terrain and the 
vessels rigging while a survivor was put in 
the basket. The aircraft was moved away 
from the wreck and the 10-year-old boy 
was then hoisted to safety. Garbe executed 
this exacting task four additional times to 
complete the rescue of the survivors. 
19 January 1969 
LCDR Robert Morhard was the pilot of 
a CG HH-52A helicopter engaged in the 
rescue of three stranded hikers who were 
clinging to a near vertical -razor-back edge 
of the Pali Cliffs on the island of Oahu, 
Hawaii. Upon arrival two men were ob-
served perched on the roots of a small tree 
and a third straddling a rock 50 feet below. 
Despite winds gusting to 20 knots and 
with less than 10 feet rotor clearance from 
the face of the 80Á cliff, Morhard maneu-
vered the helicopter into position and 
maintained an extremely difficult hover 
over the tree while a rescue basket was 
threaded aft of the helicopter and down 
through the branches of the tree to hoist 
the first man to safety. He off-loaded the 
first hiker to Pali Lookout and returned to 
the scene. Operating under the same haz-
ardous conditions, Morhard skillfully posi-
tioned the helicopter and hovered over the 
tree permitting a guideline to be lowered 
to assist in threading the rescue basket 
through the branches while the second 
man was hoisted to safety. Displaying ut-
most precision during the third arduous 
operation, Morhard held the helicopter 
nearly stationary despite the buffeting 
winds, while a 50-foot guideline was low-
ered and the rescue basket placed directly 
in front of the survivor who then released 

his hold on the rock, grabbed and en-
tered the basket. 
29 August 1969 
As pilot of CG HH-52 helicopter LT 
Alan Dahms engaged in the evacuation 
of a severely injured survivor of an air-
craft crash in the mountains of Southeast 
Alaska. The hoist area was only slightly 
larger than the rotor diameter. Dahms 
skillfully positioned the helicopter into a 
hover at treetop level. While maintaining 
this difficult position, the rescue cable 
was lowered its full length but remained 
60 feet above the survivor. With precise 
airmanship, he maneuvered the helicop-
ter down among the towering trees, sim-
ultaneously moving the tail to avoid out-
stretched branches which were danger-
ously close to the rotors. He maintained 
a stable hover while his crewman suc-
cessfully hoisted the survivor aboard. 
Dahms then worked his way above the 
trees and proceeded through adverse 
weather conditions of 200 feet overcast, 
1/4 mile visibility, in rain and fog to 
deliver the survivor to medical aid. 
22 December 1971 
LCDR Donald Addison, pilot of Coast 
Guard HH-52A 1388 helicopter engaged 
in the perilous rescue of seven crewmen 
from the burning tugboat PALMER 
GAILORD, located 23 miles southeast 
of Cape Hatteras, North Carolina. With 
approaching darkness and winds gusting 
to 45 knots, Addison proceeded to the 
scene and located the distressed burning 
vessel which was loaded with 40,000 
gallons of fuel. Realizing the imminent 
danger, he quickly maneuvered the heli-
copter and hovered on instruments over 
the severe rolling and pitching deck of 
the vessel in 18-foot seas. With only the 
directions from his hoist operator, he 
skillfully moved the helicopter in and 
out of position over the tug until the sev-
en men were removed from peril. 
15 April 1976 
LCDR John Lewis as pilot of CG HH-
52A 1444 helicopter engaged in the peri-
lous rescue of the captain of the ocean 
drilling rig OCEAN EXPRESS, which 
was sinking 40 miles east of Port 
Aransas, Texas. Dispatched from Air 
Station Corpus Christi, the aircraft pro-
ceeded to the scene in darkness, gale 
force winds, turbulence and reduced 
visibility. Upon arrival, the rig was ob-
served to be listing heavily and battered 
by the mountainous seas. Quickly ana-
lyzing the situation, Lewis elected to 
attempt a rescue and, despite the condi-
tions, skillfully maneuvered the aircraft 
into a position over the pitching vessel. 
However, because of a complete lack of 
visual reference, turbulence, heavy sea 
spray obscuring vision from the cockpit 




